OWG Report to ROS
6-15 & 16- 2006
The OWG met on May 17, 2006. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
3. 165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  This OGRR has been tabled per ROS directive.
4. 179OGRR - Under-Voltage Load Shedding Protection Systems – This OGRR clarifies the requirements for under-voltage Load shedding protection systems and minor modifications for references to supporting Sections of the Operating Guide (regarding protection system maintenance). This OGRR was written by SPWG to satisfy ERCOT requirements relating to under-voltage Load shedding implementation by individual utilities. On 3/22/06, OWG recommended approval of OGRR179 as revised by ERCOT comments and OGRTF. This OGRR was held at OWG pending the ERCOT impact study.  OWG verified that the protective relay requirements are contained in Section 3.1.4.6, Protective Relaying Requirement. On 5/17/06, OWG noted that OGRR179 has no impact to ERCOT. OWG recommends that this OGRR be approved.
5. 181OGRR - Submission of Consistent Data for Planning and Operational 
Models – This OGRR adds language that will require that data on existing and future ERCOT System components and topology submitted to ERCOT by Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) for use in Planning and Operational Models is consistent. After ERCOT and Market participant language changes, ERCOT submitted those changes as comments on 5/19/06. This OGRR will be reviewed at the June OGRTF and OWG meetings. It is anticipated that a recommendation for approval will be requested.
6. 184OGRR – Administrative Changes for June 2006 Operating Guides – This OGRR will be effective June 1, 2006. This OGRR contains many administrative changes to maintain Operating Guide consistency with Protocols as allowed by Operating Guide Section 1.3 Change Control Process.
7. The Black Start Task Force met on June 9th at the Met Center. The BSTF Chairman, David Wood submitted on behalf of the BSTF comments on PRR 631 on May 11, 2006 stating that” The Black Start Task Force has reviewed the subject PRR and determined that the concerns and issues regarding simulation studies can best be resolved in ERCOT’s annual RFP for Black Start Service and the bid selection process.  The task force also concluded that expenses for testing should be recovered as part of the Resource bid. Since the changes proposed in this PRR are not necessary, the Black Start Task Force recommends that PRS reject this PRR.”
PRR 584 which attempted to make the black start contract period two years vs. the existing one year is still being discussed.  The BSTF will decide at its next meeting whether or not to go forward with the PRR of with draw the PRR.
Charles Bui and Jack Thormahlen reviewed the document to PTI/Siemens related to the ROS directive to investigate the feasibility of a study of the ERCOT Black Start Plan and the BSTF concluded, after a spirited discussion to continue with the request for information for a “Ball Park” estimate of data requirements, time to do the study and cost overall.

The 2007 Black Start RFP was sent out on April 1, 2006 and responses were due to ERCOT by June 1, 2006. ERCOT will be analyzing the responses and present a preliminary finding of contracted units by August 1, 2006.
8. The OTF now has now completed the hurricane drill that took place on May 10th, 2006. In a separate document, the summary critique of the drill is described.
9. There were discussions on the merits of PRR-647 with Steve Reedy.  There were concerns raised by OWG members on what benefit ERCOT will get by providing Gross/Net MVAR readings by generators.  What method will be used to calculate the Gross/Net MVAR and what will this cost the market entities.  OWG suggested that the PRR address specific criteria in the language to target generators that do not meet the specific telemetry requirements.  Steve Reedy agreed to draft a revision to the original PRR. This revision has not been posted as yet.
10. The next OWG meeting has been scheduled for June 21, 2006. 
