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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	Section

	1.
	Interconnection Requests Increase by 1,919 MW in April:  Four new generation interconnection requests were received by ERCOT for screening studies in April.  The total capacity of active generation interconnection requests is 27,865 MW. 
	1.0

	2.
	CREZ Consultant Selected:  ERCOT has contracted with AWS Truewind to define specific areas to be considered as potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs).
	3.0

	3.
	ERCOT Reviewing Fuel Forecast:  ERCOT is working cooperatively with SPP staff to investigate potential fuel price forecasts.
	3.0

	4.
	Combined Cycle Stability Model RFP Finalized:  ERCOT has finalized an RFP to be issued to assist in the development of a Combined Cycle Stability Model. 
	4.0

	5.
	Private Network Survey Distributed:  ERCOT has distributed a survey to Private Networks in order to accurately account for their respective generation/resources as part of the on-going project to update the CDR.
	4.0

	
	
	


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  


1.1
New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations.

There were no generation projects placed into commercial activity in April, 2006.


1.2
Active Generation Interconnection Requests.
The table below summarizes the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.  The current 85 projects reflecting 27,865 MW of capacity in an increase of 4 projects and 1,919 MW of capacity respectively over the March totals of 81 projects and 25,946 MW of capacity. 
	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 81 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	4
	2
	4
	10

	SSS Completed
	
	2
	2
	13
	17

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	9
	7
	26
	42

	FIS Completed
	
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Interconnect Agreements Completed 
	
	2
	2
	11
	15

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	8,405
	9,147
	10,313
	27,865

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	330
	2,330
	9,559
	12,219


The table below summarizes the primary fuel-type of the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.

	INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED BY FUEL TYPE

	Fuel-Type 
	Public Projects
	Confidential (Non-public)
	Total Capacity Under Review (MW)
	%

	Natural gas
	2,300
	3,900
	6,200
	22%

	Coal
	4,450
	4,009
	8,459
	31%

	Wind
	2,929
	9,290
	12,219
	44%

	Other
	12
	975
	987
	3%

	Totals
	9,691
	18,174
	27,865
	100%


1.3
Potential Future Generation Interconnections. 

The table below summarizes the publicly-known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.
	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	09INR0017
	Limestone Upgrade
	Interconnect Agreement
	Limestone
	North
	Coal
	May-06
	110
	

	05INR0018
	Horse Hollow 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Nolan
	West
	Wind
	Oct-06
	186
	Date Change

	06INR0040
	Horse Hollow 3
	Interconnect Agreement
	Nolan
	West
	Wind
	Jul-06
	400
	Date Change

	07INR0019
	Horse Hollow 4
	Interconnect Agreement
	Nolan
	West
	Wind
	Aug-06
	116
	Date Change

	06INR0008
	Big Spring Electricity Generating Facility 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Howard
	West
	Waste heat
	Jun-06
	12
	

	05INR0017
	Red Canyon 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Borden
	West
	Wind
	Jun-06
	84
	

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	Interconnect Agreement
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Oct-06
	0
	

	04INR0020
	WKN Wind 1 Snyder
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	60
	

	05INR0011
	Forest Creek
	Interconnect Agreement
	Sterling
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	215
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	200
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend Energy Center
	Interconnect Agreement
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	Dec-06
	275
	

	06INR0036
	Quail Run Energy Center
	Interconnect Agreement
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	Dec-06
	275
	

	03INR0034
	Silver Star Project
	Interconnect Agreement
	Erath
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	60
	

	04INR0015
	Cirello 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	233
	Formally  Buffalo Gap 2

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-07/08/09/10
	1,200
	Four Phases, 300 MW Each

	01INR0028
	Orion Delaware Mountain Wind Farm
	Interconnect Agreement
	Culberson
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	175
	

	06INR0006
	Cobisa-Greenville
	Public Letter
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-08
	1,750
	

	08INR0003
	Sandow 5
	Public Letter
	Milam
	North
	Coal
	Jul-08
	0
	New

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-09
	1,660
	

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Jul-09
	800
	

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	Public Letter
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Aug-09
	750
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo Plant
	Public Letter
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Dec-10
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Totals:
	9,691
	


2.0
Status of RMR Contracts
The table below summaries generating units currently under RMR Contract as of April 30, 2006. 

	Unit
	Generation Capacity (MW, Net)
	RMR Contract Status
	Contract Date
	Current Anticipated Exit Date
	Change Since Last Report

	BM Davis 1
	335
	Under Contract.  Termination Letter Sent
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	5/19/06
	N/A

	La Palma 5, 6, &7
	222
	Under Contract.  Termination Letter Sent 
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	6/30/06
	N/A

	Laredo 1, 2, & 3
	172
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	3Q 2010

under review
	N/A

	Atkins 3, 4, 5, 6
	97
	ERCOT in negotiations for RMR services for Units 4, 5, and 6 starting in June 2006.
	
	
	N/A

	Total MW Under RMR Contract as of April 30, 2006
	729
	
	
	
	


3.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.
3.1
Long-term System Study (SB20).    

· A contract has been reached with AWS Truewind as a result of the Wind Consultant RFP.  Work will begin in early May on this project to define specific areas to be considered as potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs) and develop representative wind power profiles for each.

· A joint Regional Planning Groups (RPG) workshop was held on April 21 to develop generation scenarios to be used for this study.  The primary drivers identified to drive the range of scenarios were natural gas prices, load growth, and environmental regulations.    

3.2 Five-year Study (Pre-Nodal Study Follow-up). 

· Completed ERCOT analysis on projects proposed for completion in 2007 for which TSPs have requested decisions prior to the timeline for completion of the Five-Year Study.  These results will soon be posted.  

· Completed and posted the differences between 2006/2007, 2007/2008, 2008/2009 TPIT vs. SSWG basecase comparisons.

· Continued working with stakeholders on expansion plan scenarios for wind generation in the 2008 and 2009 cases (the 2007 case is based on wind generation units that have signed Interconnection Agreements). 

· Next phase of this study is to complete the reliability basecases and the work a year at a time through the RPG-level projects in order to determine appropriate timing of projects from pre-nodal analysis.  

3.3 Entergy Study (PUCT Project 32217:  Entergy Gulf Coast Inc.’s Plan for Identifying Applicable Power Region Pursuant to PURA 39.452(F)).  

· ERCOT staff developing scope and timeline based on Commission direction to required follow-up studies. 
3.4 Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Studies.
· ERCOT staff has synched fuel price forecast assumptions with SPP, and performed initial preliminary fuel forecast analysis.  
3.5 Regional Planning Group Project Reviews. 

· ERCOT received only two comments regarding the Centerpoint Dynamic Reactive project.  The threshold issue under investigation in examining this project is what criteria for dynamic reactive needs should be developed.  ERCOT staff recommends that ROS/DWG need to address this issue.  In addition, ERCOT has initiated a survey to determine frequency of forced outages similar to NERC Category D
; however, responses have only been received from CPS, Centerpoint, Austin, and LCRA.  
· TXUED submitted the addition of a second 345/138kV auto at Sandow for RPG review.  Since the initial submission, TXUED has responded to all comments and this project is now undergoing Independent Review by ERCOT staff with a completion date set for July 18, 2006.

· Two 69kV projects submitted by South Texas Electric Cooperative (STEC) are now in Study Mode with an estimated end date of May 15, 2006.

· ERCOT staff is currently performing an Independent Review of this AEPTCC/Medina Electric Cooperative (MEC) project for the Uvalde area.  Anticipated completion of this study is May 2006.

4.0
Transmission Services Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with the Transmission Services group.

4.1 
Dynamic Analysis and Modeling.

· The RFP for the Combined Cycle Stability Model Development is being finalized by ERCOT staff.  The initial draft was reviewed by System Planning staff and the TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group in April.  

· ERCOT staff is currently working to integrate “Wind Farms” into the 2006 summer on-peak stability base case.   However, due to Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) clauses in modeling agreements with wind  turbine manufacturer’s, ERCOT staff will distribute Dynamic Data Sets with public-domain models only to DWG members; unless the DWG member provides evidence that their organization holds a NDA with the wind model data owner (usually the wind turbine manufacturer).  At present, the Mitsubishi turbine model requires a NDA for its use.  At present, ERCOT staff is negotiating with Siemens Wind an agreement to use the Siemens wind turbine model without the explicit need of a NDA for DWG activities.

· ERCOT staff has distributed a survey to “Wind Farms” in order to solicit “as-built” voltage and frequency protection data for use in stability analysis studies.  Responses are expected in May.

· ERCOT staff is working to develop stability study scopes to satisfy ERCOT compliance with NERC Standards TPL-001-0, TPL-002-0, TPL-003-0, TPL-004-0 relating to NERC Contingency Categories A, B, C and D.


4.2
Load Forecasting.

· ERCOT staff is continuing work on the 2006 Capacity Demand and Reserve (CDR) Report.  A survey to determine the impact on the CDR due to Private Networks has been developed and distributed. Results are expected back to ERCOT in May.
· ERCOT staff is continuing to expand and refine its analysis of weather volatility limits regarding the long-term demand forecast.  Current efforts are primarily centered around a more detail periodicity from daily to hourly due to weather volatility and sensitivity. 
5.0
Upcoming Events/Deadlines (partial list)
May
· Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) workbooks and base case updates due to ERCOT; May 1st.

· Steady state base case RAW data files for base case development due to ERCOT SSWG; May 5th
· NERC Operating Committee, Transmission Issues Subcommittee (TIS) meeting; May 10-11th
· TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting; May 30-31
June
· ROS Steady State Working Group Data Set A meeting at ERCOT; June 13-15

· NERC Planning Committee Meeting: June 7-8
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� NERC Category D examines contingencies related to “Extreme event resulting in two or more (multiple) elements removed or cascading out of service”.


� NERC Category A requires a planning analysis under “No Contingencies”.  NERC Category B is related to “Event resulting in the loss of a single element”.  NERC Category C is related to “Event(s) resulting in the loss of two or more (multiple) elements”.  
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