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	Summary of Topics

	1. Antitrust Guidelines
2. ERCOT proposed options to reduce frequency impact of recalling NSRS:  The working group discussed information provided by ERCOT Operations at ROS on this subject, the issue being there is no provision for ramping out NSRS leaving QSEs exposed to SCE performance concerns and significant frequency excursions.  ERCOT at that time presented options for addressing recalling NSRS, basically to ramp the recall.
ERCOT recommended to ROS last Fall that implementing NSRS recall ramping would require significant system change.  John Dumas expressed that this is even more a concern due to resources moving over to market re-design work at ERCOT.  Ron Wheeler recommended that ERCOT recall NSRS by sending decreasing block deployments.  John expressed that implementing a decreasing block recall may not require a project as would implementing a recall ramp.
It was decided that ERCOT will report back at the June meeting the feasibility of implementing a “decreasing block recall”.
3. Report on project to implement LOL dead-band for monitoring RRS obligations: 

Gary Miller requested an update from ERCOT on the status of this project.  John Dumas reported that a project has been initiated to add a 5% dead-band to the Low Sustainable Limit (LOL) for monitoring RRS obligation.  A system change has been submitted and is in the queue to be implemented.  The status will be given at future QMWG meetings.
4. Feasibility of allowing QSEs to offer multiple ramp rates that vary by output level (Potomac Recommendation): 

ERCOT (Young Li) provided an overview of the two options and projected cost of implementing multiple ramp rates to the current EMMS.  The two options were (see presentation for more details):
· Implement a pre-processing routine to calculate an equivalent ramp rate derived from multiple ramp rate BES bids outside of the SPD clearing engine.

· Implement a multiple ramp rate design within the SPD clearing engine.

The first option provides the less costly approach and can be completed at ERCOT, but does present concerns how this impacts ramp rate recall.  The second option will require a project with the EMMS contractor (AREVA).

The question was raised whether there would be any rules for submitting multiple ramp rates such as numerically increasing or decreasing across the blocks.  Young expressed that studies performed to date show ramp rates would not need to follow such rule.  The group also discussed the impact of multiple ramp rates on SCE calculations.  Young reported that the second option would likely require testing for degradation of SPD performance.
Cost of system changes impacting QSEs was not estimated but will involve revision of XML messaging and possibly some EMS changes.  Some QSEs at the meeting reported that their systems are already capable of multiple ramp rates.

Gary Miller suggested that the second option is not feasible in light of time remaining for the zonal market and project cost.  He recommended that QMWG proceed with a PRR proposing the “pre-processing” option.  The group agreed and will review a draft PRR at the June meeting.  Ryan Thomas and Jeff Brown (Coral) will draft the PRR.
5. Claw-back provision in RMR contracts discourages participation in the BES market (Potomac Recommendation):
ERCOT (Young Li) presented charts depicting BES intervals from May 1, 2005 through April 30, 2006 when BES bids were depleted and the amount of RMR capacity deployed.  The objective for QMWG is to determine whether there needs to be incentive for RMR capacity to bid into the BES market and/or remove the current claw back.  Gary asked Young to add to his study, showing how much RMR remaining capacity was available for BES bids during bid stack depletion intervals and an estimated percent of the BES bid stack did uncommitted RMR capacity represent.  Young is to report the results at the June meeting.
6. One minute ramp rate schedules – PRR607:
Gary Miller led the discussion to address the review of PRR607 for recommendation to WMS.  The intent of this PRR is to make it possible for QSE’s to represent in schedules the ramp in and out (start up and shut down) of units.  The current 15-minute schedule is not sufficiently accurate during ramp in and out of units causing SCE compliance performance issues.  It was discussed that the technical requirements for this would make this difficult to implement to address the need to help QSEs meet SCE performance measures.  After discussion Gary Miller proposed that QMWG recommend rejecting the one-minute ramping schedule and accept the exclusion of start-up and shut-down periods from SCE performance and DBES performance measures.  Danielle Jaussaud recommended that Operational issues be considered as well in this revision.  FPL (Mark Bruce) agreed to revise the PRR to remove the one-minute ramp rate schedule and retain the compliance provisions.
7. Improve Ancillary Services performance conditions – PRR608:
The Frequency Task Force passed this PRR to QMWG to further consider.  Ryan Thomas reported that Coral decided to withdraw the PRR.


	Action Items / Next Steps:

	1. ERCOT (John Dumas) will report back at the June meeting the feasibility of implementing a decreasing block recall.
2. Ryan Thomas and Jeff Brown (Coral) will draft the PRR to propose implementation of multiple ramp rates in BES bids.
3. ERCOT (Young Li) is to add to his study how much capacity was available for BES bids during bid stack depleted intervals and what percent of the BES bid stack did RMR represent.


	Future Agenda Items:

	1. Request ERCOT to present an overview of Mid-term Load forecasting.
2. Request ERCOT to present report on Replacement Market.

3. Request ERCOT to report on Summer Preparedness Drill.
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