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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	Section

	1.
	Interconnection Requests Increase by 5,328 MW in March:  Ten new generation interconnection requests were received by ERCOT for screening studies in March.  The total capacity in all generation interconnection requests is 25,946 MW. 
	1.0

	2.
	RMR Cancellation Notice Sent to La Palma:  On March 31st ERCOT sent notice to Sempra Texas Services that the RMR contract for La Palma Units #5, 6, & 7 (222 MW) would be cancelled effective June 30, 2006.  
	2.0

	3.
	ERCOT Presents Initial Entergy-TX Integration Report.  On March 29th, ERCOT presented the results of the initial phase of the ERCOT/Entergy-TX Integration Study during a PUCT workshop.  Scope of this study was to find the minimum capital cost plan that resolves constraints for the potential electrical integration of Entergy-TX into ERCOT.  
	3.0

	4.
	ERCOT Completes Short Circuit Study.  ERCOT staff has completed the 2006 Current Year Short Circuit study.  The results of this study are posted on the ERCOT website.
	4.0

	5.
	ERCOT Files FERC Form 715 Report.  ERCOT staff has completed and filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), the Annual Transmission Planning and Evaluation Report (FERC Form 715).  An Overview of the FERC Form 715 Report can be found at:  FERC: eForms - Form 715 Overview 
	4.0

	6.
	ERCOT Files DOE EIA-411 Report.  ERCOT staff has completed and filed with the North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) the annual U.S Department of Energy (DOE) Coordinated Bulk Power Supply Program Report (EIA-411). An overview of the DOE EIA-411 Report can be found at:   http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/forms/eia411/eia411.pdf 
	4.0


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  


1.1
New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations.

There were no generation projects placed into commercial activity in March, 2006.


1.2
Active Generation Interconnection Requests.
The table below summarizes the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.  The current 81 projects reflecting 25,946 MW of capacity in an increase of 10 projects and 5,328 MW of capacity respectively over the February totals of 71 projects and 20,618 MW of capacity. 
	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 81 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	2
	2
	14
	18

	SSS Completed
	
	1
	3
	11
	15

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	9
	6
	20
	35

	FIS Completed
	
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Interconnect Agreement Completed (Includes public letters)
	
	6
	4
	10
	20

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	6,905
	8,947
	10,094
	25,946

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	180
	2,130
	9,340
	11,650


1.3
Potential Future Generation Interconnections. 

The table below summarizes the publicly-known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.
	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	Site Name
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Change from Last Report

	01INR0028
	Orion Delaware Mountain Wind Farm
	Interconnect Agreement
	Culberson
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	175
	

	03INR0034
	Silver Star Project
	Interconnect Agreement
	Erath
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	60
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind Farm 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	200
	

	04INR0015
	Cirello 1 

(Buffalo Gap 2)
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	120
	Name Change

	04INR0020
	WKN Wind 1 Snyder
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	60
	

	05INR0011
	Forest Creek 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Sterling
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	215
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-07
	1,200
	

	05INR0017
	Red 
Canyon 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Borden
	West
	Wind
	Jun-06
	84
	

	05INR0018
	Horse Hollow 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Jun-06 

Dec-06
	127
	In-Service Date Change

	06INR0006
	Cobisa-Greenville
	Public Letter
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-08
	1,750
	

	06INR0035
	Colorado Bend Energy Center
	Interconnect Agreement
	Wharton
	South
	Gas
	Dec-06
	275
	New

	06INR0036
	Quail Run       Energy Center
	Interconnect Agreement
	Ector
	West
	Gas
	Dec-06
	275
	New

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	Interconnect Agreement
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Oct-06
	0
	

	06INR0017
	Limestone Upgrade
	Interconnect Agreement
	Limestone
	North
	Coal
	May-06
	110
	

	06INR0008
	Big Spring Carbon Plant Electricity Generating Facility 
	Interconnect Agreement
	Howard
	West
	Waste heat
	Apr-06
	12
	Name Change

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Jul-09
	800
	

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	Public Letter
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Aug-09
	750
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-09
	1,660
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo Plant
	Public Letter
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Dec-10
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Totals:
	9,003
	


2.0
Status of RMR Contracts
The table below summaries generating units currently under RMR Contract as of March 31, 2006. 

	Unit
	Generation Capacity (MW, Net)
	RMR Contract Status
	Contract Date
	Current Anticipated Exit Date
	Change Since Last Report

	BM Davis 1
	335
	Under Contract.  Termination Letter Sent
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	5/19/06
	N/A

	La Palma 5, 6, &7
	222
	Under Contract.  Termination Letter Sent 
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	6/30/06
	90 Day Termination Notice Sent 3/31/06.

	Laredo 1, 2, & 3
	172
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	3Q 2010

under review
	N/A

	Atkins 3, 4, 5, 6
	97
	ERCOT in negotiations for RMR services for Units 4, 5, and 6 starting in June 2006.
	
	
	N/A

	Total MW Under RMR Contract as of March 31, 2006
	729
	
	
	
	


3.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.
3.1
Long-term System Study (Senate Bill 20).    

· A sufficient number of bids were received from vendors in response to the Wind Generation Assessment RFP.  Telephone interviews with vendors selected as finalists have been scheduled for the week of April 3 – 7th. 
· Comments on the generation scenario drivers and the modeling process for this study were requested of the Regional Planning Groups by April 12th.  Also, a workshop to develop scenarios for this study will be held on April 21st.
3.2
Pre-Nodal (Five-Year) Study Follow-up. 

· Studying 2007 projects on which TSPs have requested timely decisions prior to the completion of the Five-Year Study.  

· Completed, distributed and requested TSP input on differences between 2006 – 2007 TPIT vs SSWG Basecase in order to know what projects that do not need RPG approval.  Started the 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 TPIT vs SSWG basecase comparisons.  Next phase is to complete annual basecases and work a year at a time through the RPG-level projects in order to determine appropriate timing of projects from pre-nodal analysis.  

· Completed an update of the wind generation portfolio in the Planning Model for 2007.  The expected MW-level for signed interconnects will be near the 2009 RPS level.

3.3
Entergy Study (PUCT Project No. 32217:  Entergy Gulf States Inc.’s  Plan for Identifying Applicable Power Region Pursuant to PURA 39.452(F)).
· ERCOT presented the results of the initial phase of the ERCOT/Entergy-TX Integration Study at the PUCT workshop on March 29th.  Scope of this study was to find the minimum capital cost plan that resolves thermal constraints for the combination of with and without the Entergy steam units and with different sizes of DC interconnection.  ERCOT identified several transmission projects that would be necessary to reliably integrate the two systems together and other transmission projects that would be economic.  The estimated capital cost of the integration would be $160-$460M, depending on assumptions.  Details of the presentation can be found at http://oldercot.ercot.com/tmaps/login.cfm in the Long Term Study folder.  Several additional studies are required, but ERCOT is waiting for Commission feedback before starting follow-up studies.

3.4
Regional Planning Group (RPG) Project Reviews.
· Comments were received during the RPG comment period on the Centerpoint dynamic reactive project.  The primary issue on this project is what criteria should be met regarding dynamic or static reactive compensation.  System Planning will work with the ROS/DWG to address this issue.

· TXUED submitted the addition of a second 345/138kV auto at Sandow for RPG review; and STEC submitted two small 69kV projects.  The comment period for both of these projects ends April 17th.

· ERCOT sent a letter to AEP concurring with AEP’s decision  to incur extra cost to expedite construction on the Hamilton Rd – Uvalde 138kV line and temporarily install the phase shifter planned for the Sonora-Hamilton Rd. line in this line for summer 2006. 

4.0
Transmission Services Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with the Transmission Services group.

4.1 
Dynamic Analysis and Modeling.

· Combined Cycle Stability Model Development RFP is being finalized and expected to be reviewed by TAC ROS and Dynamics Working Group in April.  


4.2
Case Building.
· ERCOT System Planning staff updated the Data Set A and Data Set B quarterly Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) cases. 

4.3
Network Model Management System (NMMS) Support.

· ERCOT System Planning staff provided support at the recent Nodal Modeling Forum meeting (development of the NMMS project). 

4.4
Load Forecasting.

· ERCOT staff continued developing a new long-term load and energy forecast.  In this phase, determined the weather sensitivity of the weather zone forecast using a higher than normal weather profile. Also, calculated forecast limits (variability) by performing Monte Carlo simulation on a system model. 
· ERCOT staff is continuing work on the 2006 Capacity Demand and Reserve (CDR) Report.

4.5
Other.

· The 2006 Current Year Short Circuit study case has been completed and is posted on the ERCOT website, within the Operations and Planning folder “System Protection Short Circuit Data…”
· An update of the Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) workbook was completed in March and posted for review.  The next update is due to ERCOT May 1st and will be posted by June 1st.

· ERCOT Staff completed and filed with NERC, the DOE EIA-411; Coordinated Bulk Power Supply Program Report.   

· In March, ERCOT staff completed and filed the annual FERC Form 715; Annual Transmission Planning and Evaluation Report.  Work is now ongoing to complete by June 1, the annual FERC Form 714; Annual Electric Control and Planning Area Report.        
5.0
Upcoming Events/Deadlines
April

· ERCOT Operator Training Seminars; March-April. 
· NERC Standards Evaluation Subcommittee Conference call; April 4th.

· ERCOT will hold a public meeting on April 6th to receive comments from market participants and other interested persons concerning the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s newly adopted Rules Concerning Certification of the Electric Reliability Organization (“ERO Reliability Rule” or “rule”), which were issued on February 3, 2006.

· NERC Data Coordination Working Group (DCWG) meeting; usually in April-no date set yet. 

· ERCOT to make presentation at United Wind Interest Group (UWIG); meeting April 5-7th, Washington DC.  

· Non-Opt In Entities (NOIES) generation dispatch data due to ERCOT SSWG; April 21st.
· Regional Planning Group (RPG) workshop to develop scenarios for Long-Term System Assessment; April 21st.
· NERC Multiregional Modeling Working Group (MMWG) meeting; April 24.

· Siemens PTI MUST User Group meeting; April 24.
· Siemens PSS/e User Group meeting; April 25.
· Meeting with AEP and TxU to verify existing and future transmission information.
May

· TPIT update information due to ERCOT; May 1st.

· RAW data files for base case development due to ERCOT SSWG; May 5th.
· NERC Transmission Issues Subcommittee (TIS) meeting; May 10-11th.

· TAC ROS Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting; May 17-18.[image: image2.wmf]
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