OWG Report to ROS
4-12-06
The OWG met On February 28 and March 22nd, 2006. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1.
165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  Recommendation No. 14 states that ERCOT should monitor a QSE’s ability to meet its Responsive Reserve Obligation in real-time.  Currently, capacity is monitored, but a unit’s ramp rate is not monitored.  This revision will incorporate a unit’s current Up Ramp Rate in MW/min ramp rate and Automatic Generation Control (AGC) status in the data provided to ERCOT. The ROS remanded this back to OGRTF for amore explicit explanation of how they intend to use this ramp rate data. A special OGRTF meeting to further vet the issues is scheduled for April 20th.
2. 169OGRR - Reporting of Reserve Capability Under Severe Gas Curtailments- Adds a requirement that Resources provide additional data describing their alternative fuel capability during the winter months. This OGRR was presented to the QSE Mgrs WG for review. After discussion, it was determined that the form as amended by OGRTF was acceptable. This OGRR is recommended for approval. The impact analysis has been completed. 
3. 176OGRR - Market Participant Use of Domain Name Service or ERCOT Web-Based Front Page for Site Failover - This OGRR requires a Market Participant possessing a backup site to utilize a WAN (Wide Area Network) Domain Name Service (DNS) server or an ERCOT provided Web-Based DNS service to facilitate the API (Application Program Interface) failover process when moving to or from their backup site.  This OGRR is recommended for approval. The impact analysis has been completed. 

4. 178OGRR - Revision to Reactive Limits Verification Form – This OGRR revises the form to include minimum value on the CURL Curve, add notes on auxiliary load, add contact phone numbers, add a diagram showing the measurement locations and correct the note on calculated Net Generator Reactive. This OGRR is recommended for approval. The impact analysis has been completed. 

5. 179OGRR - Under-Voltage Load Shedding Protection Systems – This OGRR clarifies the requirements for under-voltage Load shedding protection systems and minor modifications for references to supporting Sections of the Operating Guide (regarding protection system maintenance). This OGRR was written by SPWG to satisfy ERCOT requirements relating to under-voltage Load shedding implementation by individual utilities. This OGRR is due to be reviewed at the May OGRTF meeting to review additional comments.
6. 181OGRR - Submission of Consistent Data for Planning and Operational 
Models – This OGRR adds language that will require that data on existing and future ERCOT System components and topology submitted to ERCOT by Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) for use in Planning and Operational Models is consistent. A special OGRTF meeting to further vet the issues is scheduled for April 20th.
      7.  182OGRR - Process for Operating Guide Revisions – This OGRR completely 


revises the OGRR process to be similar to the PRR process in Protocol Section 


21.  Specifically, this OGRR:

1.  Adds an Impact Analysis requirement to Operating Guide change control process.

2.  Allows the submitter to withdraw an OGRR only before OWG issues a recommendation.

3.  Allows ROS to reject an OGRR and notify TAC, rather than recommend a rejection to TAC.

4.  Clarifies that if OWG cannot reach a consensus on an OGRR, ROS is required to resolve the issue.

5.  Transfers responsibility for Protocol consistency determination from PRS to OWG.

6.  Requires ERCOT Board approval of OGRRs with an ERCOT system or staffing impact.

7.  Specifies a process for administrative changes
This OGRR is recommended for approval. The impact analysis has been completed
8. The Black Start Task Force met three times since the last ROS meeting. The BSTF met on March 8, 27 and jointly with DWG on March 28, 2006. At the 3/8/06 and 3/27/06 meetings ERCOT updated the progress of the backup communication specification of satellite phones. ERCOT is to draft an OGRR for the purpose of formally addressing back up communication the already stated Operating Guide requirement for backup communications. In addition, all entities with existing satellite phones, mostly high orbit type equipment are to test these for compatibility with the ERCOT specified low orbit phone equipment. ERCOT will supply a list of vendors that may qualify as suppliers of low orbit satellite phones.
PRR 631 has been debated at length. All issues originally addressed in this PRR have been satisfied in one way or another. During the many BSTF meetings, the issues became resolved by such things as the issue of the testing of the next start unit or its largest motor would only be required once unless the next start unit changed. Another issue that was part of the original debate was the issue of where and who bears the cost of any and all of the required tests. A consensus was reached that this cost would be born by the bidder and would be part of the contracted black start units bid price. Any remaining items are being incorporated into the ERCOT RFP process. This PRR is being recommended for with drawl by BSTF. 

PRR 584 which attempted to make the black start contract period two years vs. the existing one year is still being discussed.  
The 2007 Black Start RFP was sent out on April 1, 2006 and responses are due back to ERCOT by June 1, 2006.
The BSTF met with the DWG on March 28 to discuss the feasibility of conducting a study of the ERCOT Black Start Plan. Detailed discussion will be in the DWG report.
9. The OTF now has the script for hurricane drill that will take place on May 10th, 2006. This will be the only drill scheduled for 2006 unless directed otherwise. 
As stated in the ERCOT Operating Guides Section 1.8.5 “All Qualified Scheduling Entities that provide Ancillary Services and Transmission operators are required to participate in the drill.”


The following is a preliminary schedule of events leading to the drill:
March 10 – ERCOT sent out RSVP request with the Script and request for contact phone numbers for coordinators and drill day phone numbers

April 10 – QSEs and TOs to forward in-house scripts to ERCOT

April 17 – Conference call with contact information. There will be one conference call for TOs and a second conference call for QSEs. This is due to not enough line at ERCOT for all participants to call in at one time. 

May 8 – ERCOT to issue impending hurricane Notices and OCN

May 9 – ERCOT to issue hurricane alert

May 10 – Drill day – first part is the hurricane destruction; the second part is system restoration.

May 12 – Pre-designed critiques due to ERCOT.

May 17 – OTF presentation to OWG

June 15 – OTF presentation to ROS

July 6 – Formal Presentation to TAC

10. The next OWG meeting has been scheduled for May 17 after the Annual ERCOT Operator Training Seminar. 
