I will send a proposed agenda for April 4 meeting in a separate email.

Nodal Modeling Forum – 3/23/2006 – Notes

On Thursday, March 23rd ERCOT and market participants met at Austin Texas to have an open discussion of the impact of the proposed software system called Network Model Management System (NMMS) on transmission planning.

Remarks by Steve Grendel were read at the beginning of the Forum (Remarks of Steve Grendel.doc attached).  Information by Jerry Ward and Floyd Trefny explaining the need for transmission planning models to be consistent with the CRR and Operations market models was presented. (“Transmission Models used by Market Participants.ppt” – Jerry Ward attached and “Principals.doc” attached).  Floyd invited all participants to comment on this proposed “principles” by emailing him their comments.  Floyd suggested that these principles be used as a basis for further discussion.  Paul Hassink of AEP made a presentation on the difficulties of a power flow database used for planning (“Planning Model Structuer.ppt attached).  Mike Jurrick of TXU Electric Delivery made a presentation on an alternate vision of how the NMMS system would interact with planning (“Alternate Version of NMMS.ppt”-attached) John Adams of ERCOT made a presentation describing how he envisioned NMMS working with transmission planning (How_NMMS_meets_requirments.ppt – attached).

During this period John Adams wrote on a flip chart the following issues/comments made during the morning.

· Can names be the same 

· Are RAPS/SPS’s more important than dynamic ratings to the market 

· Stability 

· “Surgical tools” – i.e. deltas – using idevs produces problems if executed out of order 

· Validation tools are needed 

· Hundreds and hundreds of packages associated with 5 future years will overwhelm ERCOTS ability to validate 

· Planning kicks out a solved base case and checks the results – NMMS will not let them do this. 

· Transmission planning can run the TPIT idev’s on an in house base case.  One idev will not work on each of possible futures in ERCOT. 

· We think we should let the TDSP’s do work in house on the planning cases to confirm it works. 

· The operations case and the planning case will not match 100% no matter what is done 

· We need to develop a standard for consistency. 

In the afternoon, John Adams asked transmission planners to help identify what problems needed to be resolved with the proposed NMMS design, and the proposed alternatives.  The attached list (NMMS_issues.xls) was generated

In the last hour John Adams attempted to establish some resolution that all could agree upon.  Those attempts are documented in “Conclusions.ppt” attached.  The participants at this meeting did agree that we should meet again after the joint meeting of the Network Data Support working group and the Steady State Working Group meet on March 29th.

A meeting was tentatively scheduled for April 3rd or 4th.  It has since been firmed up to April 4th .
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