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	Report Highlights
	

	Item
	
	Section

	1.
	Interconnection Requests Increase by 1,915 MW in February:  Several new generation interconnection requests were received by ERCOT for screening studies in February.  The total capacity in all generation interconnection requests is 20,618 MW. 
	1.0

	2.
	RMR Cancellation Notice Sent to Barney M Davis:  On February 19th ERCOT sent notice to Sempra Texas Services that the RMR contract for B.M. Davis Unit # 1 (335 MW) would be cancelled effective May 19, 2006.  
	2.0

	3.
	ERCOT Board of Directors approve PRR 627:  In February, the ERCOT Board of Directors approved PRR 627 (effective March 1).  This PRR requires additional reporting by Transmission Owners involved in approved RMR “exit strategy” transmission projects.
	2.0

	4.
	Significant Transmission Construction Completion Anticipated in 2006:  According to the latest TPIT update, the ERCOT region is anticipating almost $1 billion dollars in transmission construction to be placed into service in 2006.
	3.0

	5.
	Centerpoint submits Houston Dynamic Reactive Proposal for RPG Review:  Centerpoint has submitted a 100 MVAr dynamic VAr device for regional review.  Request has been distributed to stakeholders for review and comments until April 3rd.  
	4.0

	6.
	EROCT Issues Wind Generation Assessment RFP:  Following stakeholders’ identification of potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs), ERCOT issued an RFP for wind information required to perform studies to support the PUCT in its consideration of CREZs in Texas.  A map of these potential CREZs is available on the ERCOT System Operations and Planning website under the Long Term System Study folder.
	4.0

	7.
	Joint Regional Planning Group Meeting:  ERCOT will host a joint Regional Group Planning Meeting on March 24th from 9:30 to 3:30 at the ERCOT Met Center Room 206.
	6.0


1.0
Status of Active Generation Interconnection Requests 

Additional information regarding detailed generation interconnection and impact studies is contained in the “Generation Project Interconnection Information” data folder posted in the “Operations and System Planning” data area on the ERCOT website.  See links at end of this document for address.

1.1
New Generation Beginning Commercial Operations.

There were no generation projects placed into commercial activity in February, 2006.


1.2
Active Generation Interconnection Requests.
The table below summarizes the active generation interconnection requests currently being processed by ERCOT System Planning.  The current amount of 20,618 MW reflects an increase of 1,915 MW over the total 18,703 MW under review in January.
	GENERATION INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED

	Currently tracking 71 active generation interconnection or change requests

	
	North
	South
	West
	Total

	Security Screening Study
	
	3
	2
	10
	15

	SSS Completed
	
	0
	3
	7
	10

	Full Interconnect Study
	
	9
	6
	20
	35

	FIS Completed
	
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Interconnect Agreement Completed (Includes public letters)
	
	2
	1
	8
	11

	Capacity for Grid, MW
	
	6,905
	5,947
	7,766
	20,618

	Wind MW (under development)
	
	180
	2,130
	7,012
	9,133



1.3
Potential Future Generation Interconnections. 

The table below summarizes the publicly-known potential future generation projects for the ERCOT region.
	FUTURE GENERATION INTERCONNECTIONS  (PUBLIC PROJECTS)

	INR #
	SiteName
	Status
	County
	Region
	Fuel
	In Service Date
	MW into Grid
	Notes

	06INR0008
	Big Spring Carbon Plant
	Interconnect Agreement
	Howard
	West
	Waste heat
	Apr-06
	12
	

	06INR0017
	Limestone Upgrade
	Interconnect Agreement
	Limestone
	North
	Coal
	May-06
	110
	

	05INR0017
	Red 
Canyon 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Borden
	West
	Wind
	Jun-06
	84
	

	05INR0018
	Horse Hollow 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Jun-06
	127
	Second of two phases

	06INR0016
	Dow 9
	Interconnect Agreement
	Brazoria
	South
	Gas
	Oct-06
	0
	

	05INR0011
	Forest Creek 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Sterling
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	215
	

	04INR0011
	Mesquite Wind Farm 1
	Interconnect Agreement
	Shackelford
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	200
	

	04INR0020
	WKN Wind 1 Snyder
	Interconnect Agreement
	Scurry
	West
	Wind
	Dec-06
	60
	

	04INR0015
	Buffalo Gap 2
	Interconnect Agreement
	Taylor
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	120
	Second of two phases

	03INR0034
	Silver Star Project
	Interconnect Agreement
	Erath
	West
	Wind
	Mar-07
	60
	

	05INR0015
	Gulf Wind
	Public Letter
	Kenedy
	South
	Wind
	Sep-07
	1,200
	In four phases, 300 MW in 2007, 2008,2009,2010

	01INR0028
	Orion Delaware Mountain Wind Farm
	Interconnect Agreement
	Culberson
	West
	Wind
	Dec-07
	175
	

	06INR0006
	Cobisa-Greenville
	Public Letter
	Hunt
	North
	Gas
	May-08
	1,750
	

	09INR0006
	Oak Grove
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Mar-09
	1,660
	

	09INR0001
	Sandy Creek
	Public Letter
	McLennan
	North
	Coal
	Jul-09
	800
	

	09INR0002
	J K Spruce 2
	Public Letter
	Bexar
	South
	Coal
	Aug-09
	750
	

	10INR0002
	Hugo Plant
	Public Letter
	Choctaw, OK
	North
	Coal
	Dec-10
	500
	

	11INR0001
	Twin Oaks 3
	Public Letter
	Robertson
	North
	Coal
	Jun-11
	630
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Totals:
	8,453
	


2.0
Status of RMR Contracts
The table below summaries generating units currently under RMR Contract as of February 28, 2006. 

	Unit
	Generation Capacity (MW, Net)
	RMR Contract Status
	Contract Date
	Current Anticipated Exit Date
	Change Since Last Report

	BM Davis 1
	335
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	5/19/06
	90 Day Termination Notice Sent 2/17/06.

	La Palma 5, 6, &7
	222
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	2Q 2006

under review
	N/A

	Laredo 1, 2, & 3
	172
	Under Contract
	1/1/06-12/31/06
	3Q 2010

under review
	N/A

	Atkins 3, 4, 5, 6
	
	
	
	
	ERCOT in negotiations for RMR services for Units 4, 5, and 6 starting in June 2006.

	Total MW Under RMR Contract as of February 28, 2006
	729
	
	
	
	


ERCOT Board of Directors Approve PRR 627 Relating to RMR Exit Projects.

On February 21st, the ERCOT Board of Directors approved PRR 627.  PRR 627 establishes reporting requirements for TDSPs responsible for construction of transmission system upgrades associated with a Reliability Must Run (RMR) and/or Must-Run Alternative (MRA) exit strategy.  Also provides ERCOT with additional flexibility to deal with potential delays in the completion of transmission system upgrades associated with an RMR and/or MRA exit strategy.  ERCOT will be able to extend an RMR and/or MRA contract for limited time periods as necessary to allow for planned transmission system upgrades to be completed.  ERCOT will also be able to require reporting of project status from the responsible TDSP.   With the Board’s approval, this PRR will be effective March 1.
3.0
Transmission Projects
In February, System Planning staff completed an update of the Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) report
.  As expected, the report identifies a significant amount of transmission construction activity is scheduled to be completed in 2006.  According to this report, the ERCOT region will place into service approximately $1 billion dollars
 in new transmission this year.  The following tables provide a summary of the transmission activity for 2004-2010 contained in the revised TPIT report. 

	FUTURE TRANSMISSION PROJECT COSTS (AS REPORTED IN TPIT)2
	

	In-Service Yr.
	Projected Costs
	
	Estimated Circuit Miles

	
	345 kV
	138 kV
	69kV
	Est. Totals
	345 kV
	138 kV
	69kV
	Totals

	2004
	$50,791,087
	$292,075,984
	$8,325,055
	$351,192,126
	446.3
	763.3
	24.8
	1,234.4

	2005
	$76,722,439
	$404,148,720
	$18,920,000
	$499,791,159
	130.1
	742.4
	28.8
	901.3

	2006
	$367,820,827
	$516,611,161
	$110,175,533
	$994,607,521
	402.8
	616.4
	138.7
	1,157.9

	2007
	$205,253,700
	$346,603,383
	$93,000,260
	$644,857,343
	249.7
	536.2
	171.5
	957.4

	2008
	$15,429,950
	$168,335,409
	$73,103,750
	$256,869,109
	1.0
	221.4
	159.0
	381.4

	2009
	$32,930,213
	$142,169,161
	$25,662,896
	$200,762,270
	30.5
	236.8
	40.7
	308.0

	2010
	$314,267,818
	$140,203,264
	$23,468,750
	$477,939,832
	317.2
	186.9
	50.0
	554.1


The table below illustrates some of the more significant large-scale 345kV projects reported in the TPIT update.

	SIGNIFICANT FUTURE TRANSMISSION PROJECTS

	Transmission Line
	TSP
	Voltage (kV)
	Miles
	Estimated In-Service Date

	Paris – Anna
	TXU ED
	345
	88.7
	December 2006

	Jacksboro – West Denton
	TXU ED
	345
	72.0
	December 2006

	Venus – Liggett
	TXU ED
	345
	44.7
	December 2006

	Cagnon-Kendall
	LCRA TSC / AEP
	345
	45.0
	December 2006

	*Houston Import Project
	CNP
	345
	
	June 2007

	West Levee – Norwood
	TXU ED
	345
	6.5
	December 2007

	Clear Springs - Salado
	LCRA TSC / TXU ED 
	345
	102.5
	May 2010

	Laredo Lobo – San Miguel
	AEP TCC / STEC
	345
	110.0
	May 2010


    * Includes several projects

Station Improvements.
The table below summarizes the total transformer capacity and the number of circuit breakers projected to be installed on the ERCOT system from 2004 to 2010 as reported in TPIT. 
	FUTURE STATION IMPROVEMENTS (AS REPORTED IN TPIT)

	In-Service Yr.
	Projected Transformer Capacity (MVA) Added
	Projected # of Circuit 
Breakers Added

	
	345 kV
	138 kV
	69kV
	345 kV
	138 kV
	69kV

	2004
	4,080
	394
	0
	14
	78
	4

	2005
	8,474
	2,537
	56
	22
	90
	9

	2006
	10,628
	1,884
	45
	60
	119
	36

	2007
	2,700
	996
	0
	32
	71
	1

	2008
	1,050
	593
	0
	12
	58
	2

	2009
	2,200
	253
	0
	15
	46
	41

	2010
	3,315
	165
	0
	62
	28
	0


4.0
Regional Planning Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with regional planning issues.
4.1
Long-term System Study (Senate Bill 20).    

· The Wind Generation Assessment RFP has been issued.  Several vendors have expressed an interest in submitting a proposal.  Proposals are due to ERCOT by March 10th.
· A map of potential Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs) has been developed based on stakeholder input.  This map is available on the ERCOT System Operations and Planning website under the Long Term System Study folder.

4.2
Pre-Nodal Study Follow-up. 

· Performed studies on improved Lavon Station project and revised Paris-Anna project (to include Valley South Switching Station).  

· Next phase is to work a year at a time through the RPG-level projects in order to determine appropriate timing of projects from pre-nodal analysis.  Prepared and requested TSP input on differences between 2007 DSB powerflow case and TPIT and RPG-reviewed project list in order to know what projects that do not need RPG approval should be included in this analysis.

· Preparing analysis and briefing materials for discussion of disposition of the Northeast Special Protection Scheme.
4.3
Loss of Load Potential (LOLP) Study.
· The vendor intends to begin modeling by mid-March and have initial results available by the end of March.
· ERCOT and the vendor have come to agreement on most input data items and questions related to the stochastic modeling of load and wind. The team is having weekly status meetings to resolve outstanding issues.
4.4
Entergy Study (PUCT Project No. 32217:  Entergy Gulf States Inc.’s  Plan for Identifying Applicable Power Region Pursuant to PURA 39.452(F)).
· Combined systems case has been built in UPlan and initial runs are being analyzed.  

· Goal is to have minimum capital cost plan that resolves thermal constraints for the combination of with and without the Entergy steam units and with different sizes of DC interconnection by the March 29th PUCT workshop.

4.5
Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Studies.
· Held conference call with SPP planning group on March 1st to restart West Texas tie study, provided status report on CREZ studies, and initiated discussion on tie option to resolve SPP reliability problems in East Texas.

4.6
Regional Planning Group (RPG) Project Reviews.
· Uvalde Area Project - The AEP TCC/MEC project for the Uvalde area has completed its Comment Period and is now in Study Mode until March 9th.
· AEP asked for ERCOT concurrence to incur extra costs to expedite construction on the Hamilton Rd – Uvalde 138kV line (fall 2006) and temporarily install a phase shifter planned for the Sonora-Hamilton Rd. 138kV line on the Hamilton Rd-Uvalde 138kV line for summer 2006. 

· Centerpoint has submitted a 100 MVAr dynamic VAr device for regional review.  Request has been distributed to stakeholders and is currently in its Comment Period.

4.7
Other.
· Performed studies of outage requests related to the construction of the Elm Creek Switching Station.
· Participated in a meeting on the need to improve interconnection for a cogeneration facility so that it does not have to be interrupted (with corresponding loss of steam supply to its host) during planned transmission outages.

· Completed analysis of all self-serve facilities’ historic behavior to enhance load and generation modeling for these facilities in UPlan studies. 
· Upgraded to new version of UPlan and converted ERCOT load forecast and weather zone load shapes with new self-serve facility modeling.

· System Planning staff met with stakeholders from LCRA and AEP to discuss UPlan modeling.
5.0
Transmission Services Activities 

The following summarizes numerous significant activities associated with the Transmission Services group.

5.1 
Dynamic Analysis and Modeling.

· ERCOT System Planning staff has completed a draft of the annual Voltage Stability and Transient Event screening studies for 2006 peak.
· System Planning staff provided updated Load acting as Resource (LaaR) data & models to the ROS Dynamics Working (DWG) Group to allow the DWG to complete the flat start for the 2006 summer on-peak dynamics base case.  System Planning is also supporting the DWG’s efforts to perform a future year flat start on the 2008 summer on-peak base case. 
· ERCOT staff is working on Phase II of the Load Stability Modeling Project (EPRI Solutions).  Status to date includes:
· Scope of Work document received from EPRI;
· ROS and TAC endorsed/supports this effort.  ROS encouraged transmission owners to get involved in the project; and 
· TXU willing to “host” load monitoring locations in support of ERCOT’s participation in the project.
· ERCOT staff has proposed development of wind models for TSAT in addition to PSSe and other simulation tools in supporting the user group efforts of the Utility Wind Integration Group (UWIG) Wind Farm Stability Modeling effort currently underway.  
· System Planning staff has been working with the ERCOT Compliance group and other ERCOT groups to assess the need for “Not-Yet-In-Operation” Power System Stabilizer devices.  Issues being considered are to put them on line or be granted temporary exception in accordance with ERCOT protocols. 


5.2
Case Building.
· In preparation for the March meeting of the Reliability and Operating Subcommittee (ROS), ERCOT staff began a comparison between operations and planning transmission line data.

· Planning staff joined a System Protection Working Group (SPWG) task force meeting with Centerpoint Energy to discuss current and future issues.  

· ERCOT System Planning staff updated the Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) report. 

5.3
Network Model Management System (NMMS) Support.

· ERCOT System Planning staff is working jointly with ERCOT Operations in the development of the NMMS project. 

5.4
Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) / Zone Analysis.
· System Planning staff provided Congestion Management zone support for Settlements’ LodeStar system.
· Staff participated in review of the Nodal Protocols and Congestion Revenue Rights (CRR) Market implementation issues. 
· Completed the April TCR calculation and begin work on the May TCR calculation.

5.5
Load Forecasting.

· ERCOT staff continued developing a new long-term load and energy forecast.  In this phase, ERCOT staff preformed data integrity checks on historical load data provided by the TDSPs and also evaluated differing weather profiles that are used in the forecasting models/equations.  Staff also determined if the data reasonably represents the diversity between the weather zones in the 2006 long-term hourly weather zone forecasts


5.6
Regulatory Reporting.

· In February, ERCOT staff completed its data submittal as required by form FERC 715 - Annual Transmission Planning and Evaluation Report.

5.7
Other.

· Models for wind turbines have been requested from Mitsubishi.   Wind machine models and iplan tools to add a wind farm to a base case are being updated for PSS/e v.30 use.
· Providing technical support to ERCOT groups in power system dynamics issues – currently investigating the practical application of synchrophasor technology. 

· Continuing to explore new ways to enhance generation data gathering, load modeling, and contingency testing to improve base case modeling and to better match real-time operating environments.
6.0
Upcoming Events/Deadlines
March

· Annual Load Data Request (ALDR) was due March 1st to ERCOT.
· Thanks to all SPWG members who submitted data for building of the 2006 Current Year short-circuit case.  We are currently on Pass 3 (which looks to be the final pass) and ERCOT expects to have the case posted on March 15th.
· NERC Planning Committee meeting; March 15-17.

· NERC Resource Issues Subcommittee (RIS) meeting; March 16-17. 
· Comments due on various NERC Reliability Standards under development; March 20th –System Personnel Training SAR & Telecommunications Standard (COM-001); March 30th—Resource Adequacy SAR; April 3rd—Revisions to IRO-004 & IRO-006; and April 15th—Phase III/IV Standards (VAR-001, VAR-002, and VAR-003).

· NERC Standards Evaluation Subcommittee conference call; March 21.

· Joint Regional Planning Group (RPG) meeting; March 24.

· Dynamics Working Group (DWG) meeting; March 28-29.
· Joint Network Data Support & Steady State Working Group (NDSWG/SSWG) meeting; March 29. 
April

· ERCOT Operator Training Seminars; March-April.

· NERC Data Coordination Working Group (DCWG) meeting; usually in April-no date set yet. 

· ERCOT Staff is compiling data for completing the DOE EIA-411 "Coordinated Bulk Power Supply Program Report"; due April 1st. 

· ERCOT to make presentation at United Wind Interest Group (UWIG); meeting April 5-7, Washington DC.  

· Non-Opt In Entities (NOIES) generation dispatch data due to ERCOT SSWG; April 21st.
· NERC Multiregional Modeling Working Group (MMWG) meeting; April 24.

· PSS/e User Group meeting; April 25.
May

· RAW data files for base case development due to ERCOT SSWG; May 5th.
· NERC Transmission Issues Subcommittee (TIS) meeting; May 10-11th.
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Estimated Transmission Project Costs by In-Service Year








� The TPIT report does not contain a complete summary of all transmission expenditures.  For example small transmission relocations and transmission maintenance projects are not contained in this report.


� The TPIT report identifies all dollars associated with a transmission project in the year the project is expected to be placed in-service.  ERCOT fully recognizes that this reporting does not provide an accurate reflection of the dollars expended since transmission projects incur actual costs over several years (through planning, regulatory, engineering, ROW & material procurement,  construction phases, etc.).  The intent in identifying these dollars to provide the reader a “sense” of the overall transmission activity in the ERCOT Region. 
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