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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	Yes.  ERCOT would need to modify current business processes to monitor reporting and compliance.
	Yes; significant system changes would be required.  This includes new system functionality to track/monitor/report compliance which could significantly impact system performance.
	Better monitoring and reporting of usage loading into ERCOT systems as well as defined guidelines for usage data to be corrected and resubmitted if failures in loading occur.

	MARKET SEGMENT
	
	
	

	Consumer
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	LSE:
CR & REP
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	QSE
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	Resource
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	TDSP
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known


	Comments


ERCOT understands the reasoning behind this PRR but respectfully suggests that the most of the concerns have been addressed through changes to current systems to provide better reporting to Market Participants.  Specifically, ERCOT implemented a system change at the end of August 2003, to provide 867 data loading reports to both TDSPs and CRs for each usage record that attempts to load into the ERCOT Lodestar system.  This report provides information on successful loading as well as failures for each individual 867 transaction.  Any failures have accompanying information detailing the reason for the failure.  Therefore, CRs have a very clear picture of the data that passes validation and successfully loads into ERCOT systems.  In addition to this report, ERCOT provides the SCR 727 extract to Market Participants to provide transparency into ERCOT systems.  This extract is provided to allow Market Participants a view into ERCOT systems and address any data synchronization issues.

With respect to specific proposed validations, ERCOT has some concerns related to processing time requirements.  ERCOT currently performs no validation on the “TO” recipient specified by the TDSP in the forwarding DUNS field of the 867 transaction.  ERCOT systems (Siebel and Lodestar) have a 1-day delay in processing relationship changes due to normal batch processing timelines.  This delay could create significant issues in determining “valid” relationships for forwarding the 867 transaction.  In addition, performing all the proposed validations prior to sending the transaction to the CR will create delays in providing the information to Market Participants.

ERCOT believes that the suggested tracking, reporting, and compliance monitoring of data loading errors is of benefit to the market.  However, this will require significant system changes.

Therefore, ERCOT requests that only changes to language related to tracking, reporting, and compliance monitoring be approved.

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


10 Metering

10.1 Communications

10.1.1 Communication Links

ERCOT will acquire data via the following communication links:

(1) ERCOT will acquire data from ERCOT real-time metered Entities via ERCOT private communication network established by ERCOT.

(2) ERCOT will acquire data from EPS Meters via a standard voice telephone circuit or other ERCOT approved communication technology provided by the TDSP.

(3) TDSPs will submit meter consumption data to ERCOT through a standard data interface into the MDAS.  In order to submit meter consumption data, TDSPs must use an automated system with an ERCOT approved and tested interface to MDAS.

ERCOT will distribute Settlement Quality Meter Data to Market Participants via:

(1) MIS Pass-Through – When a TDSP submits meter consumption data to ERCOT, information pertaining to specific Market Participants will be removed and automatically forwarded on to that specific Market Participant (i.e. a CR will automatically receive the meter consumption data and other information for the ESI ID’s that the CR represented during the meter data timeframe.); and

(2) On Request – A Market Participant may submit an electronic request via the MIS for specific meter consumption data.  ERCOT will receive and validate the request and, if appropriate, automatically forward the appropriate information to the Market Participant.

11 Registration

11.1 Monthly Meter Reads

TDSPs shall send monthly consumption information for all ERCOT ESI IDs to ERCOT not later than three (3) Business Days after the scheduled meter read cycle or scheduled meter cycle by day of the month for a Point of Delivery, in accordance with SET 867_03.
ERCOT will forward ERCOT accepted consumption information to the CR within one (1) Business Day of receipt from the TDSP/MRE. 










For meter read transactions which attempt to load into ERCOT Systems, ERCOT will notify, within the same processing day, the appropriate Market Participant (TDSP, Meter Reading Entity, and CR indicated in the forwarding DUNS field of the 867 transaction) of the result of the data load (success or failure).  Communication of the loading results shall include sufficient information for the Market Participant to identify the failed transaction as well as the reason for failure.
Market Participants (TDSP, Meter Reading Entity) who receive or are notified of transaction exceptions under these circumstances shall review and provide back to ERCOT no later than two (2) Business Days after the exception was determined, a corrected transaction which will follow the normal ERCOT transaction processing timelines.

ERCOT will monitor, on a daily basis, pending exceptions and will track and report instances where transactions, under these conditions, have not been received within the market defined period.
Processing schedules will be posted on the MIS.

If the meter read for an ESI ID fails the TDSP’s internal validation procedures, the TDSP may, at its discretion, delay sending consumption information for the ESI ID to ERCOT for an additional seven (7) days in order to obtain a valid meter reading.

If a TDSP is unable to obtain a meter reading for an ESI ID because the TDSP is denied access to the meter, the TDSP may, at its discretion, delay sending consumption information for the ESI ID to ERCOT for an additional seven (7) days in order to obtain a valid meter reading.

A TDSP, with notification to the market, may suspend the transmission of monthly consumption information during periods of storm restoration or other emergency operations undertaken pursuant to its Emergency Operations Plan.

[PIP 188:  These timing issues have not been guaranteed by the vendor.

If the system is not processing to meet the proposal below, the system should be revised to meet the timeline in this box.  Once the system is able to meet these criteria, the following two paragraphs should be added after the sentence above.]

Meter read data received by ERCOT prior to 0000 (midnight) will be forwarded to CRs by 0400 the next day.

Meter read data received by ERCOT between 0000 (midnight) and 0600 will be forwarded to CRs by 1200 (noon) the same day.

For non-ERCOT ESI IDs, TDSPs shall have the option of sending monthly consumption information and effecting meter reads to ERCOT in accordance with SET 867_03.  ERCOT will then forward the monthly consumption and meter read information to the CR within one (1) Business Day.
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