Protocols Revision Request


	PRR Number
	
	PRR Title
	Load Profile ID Responsibilities

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	18.4 Assignment of Load Profile ID

18.5 18.5
Additional Responsibilities


	Requested Resolution (Normal or Urgent)
	Normal

	Revision Description
	To change market rules so ERCOT is responsible for the Load Profile Type calculations during annual validation while maintaining TDSP responsibility for Load Profile ID assignment transactions.

	Reason for Revision
	To allow the possibility for more complex Load Profile ID assignment algorithms to enhance settlement accuracy and streamlining the annual validation process to reduce market costs, especially for TDSP system changes and cumbersome procedures which pose a market barrier to Opt-in Entities wishing to enter the choice market.

	Credit Implications (Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No

	Relevance to Nodal Market (Yes or No, and summary of impact)

	No

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	None

	Timeline

	Date Posted
	

	Please see the Master List on the ERCOT website for current timeline information.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Ernie Podraza

	E-mail Address
	epodraza@reliant.com

	Company
	Reliant Energy and on Behalf of the Profiling Working Group

	Company Address
	1000 Main, Houston, Texas 77002

	Phone Number
	713-497-5295

	Fax Number
	713-497-1177


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	

	Assumptions
	1
	ERCOT Staff and TDSPs would need less man hours devoted to annual validation.

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Cost
	1
	TDSP staff
	Estimated 500,000 dollars market annual savings

	
	2
	ERCOT Staff
	Redeployment of staff to other priorities

	
	3
	Reduced 814_20 transactions
	Reduced annual validation transaction processing

	
	4
	
	

	

	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	Market Benefit
	1
	Wires Tariffs
	Less imbedded cost

	
	2
	Settlement accuracy
	Load Profile assignments more current in real time

	
	3
	Profile Calibration
	Redeployment of Staff availability for this priority

	
	4
	
	

	

	Additional Qualitative Information


	1
	UFE would be reduced with more accurate assignment of Load Profile ID to real time and especially by use of more complex assignment algorithms.

	
	2
	

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	

	Other
	1
	Streamlines the annual validation process for all market participants

	Comments
	2
	Allows for flexibility to market changes not presently available

	
	3
	Opens up options for algorithm improvements with encumbering  limits of present process

	
	4
	

	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


18.4
Assignment of Load Profile ID

Each ESI ID is required to be associated with an appropriate Load Profile ID.  This section details the process of assigning a Load Profile ID to each ESI ID.

18.4.1
Development of Load Profile ID Assignment Table

ERCOT shall maintain a cross-reference table, called the Profile Decision Tree, of each Load Profile ID used in the ERCOT market.  The table shall clearly state class relationship to Load Profile Type.  This information shall be made accessible, on the MIS, to all Market Participants.  The cross-reference information shall be compiled and expressed in clear, unambiguous language, and in a manner that will minimize Load Profile ID assignment disputes. 
18.4.2
Reserved

18.4.3
Load Profile ID Assignment

ERCOT and the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee shall review the Load Profile ID assignment process on an annual basis, make recommendations for enhancements, and evaluate the integration of the validation and assignment processes.

Any Market Participant may request temporary changes to the yearly process for assigning and validating Load Profile IDs to address unusual circumstances.  Such requests shall be submitted to the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee.  If the request is approved by the ERCOT TAC subcommittee, it shall then be submitted to the TAC.  If the TAC approves the request, it shall then be submitted to the ERCOT Board.  Such requests, if approved by the ERCOT Board, shall be in effect only for the requested year.

Should there be any change in Load Profile ID assignment to any ESI ID; it will be the responsibility of the TDSP to submit those changes to ERCOT.
18.4.4
Validation of Load Profile Type and Weather Zone Assignments

In this section validation shall mean performing checks to ensure correct assignment of ESI IDs to Load Profile Types and Weather Zones.

18.4.4.1
Validation Tests

This section refers to validation of the assignment of Load Profile Type and Weather Zone to ESI IDs.

Validation tests of Load Profile Type and Weather Zone assignments, at a minimum, will occur at the following times: initial Load Profile ID assignment, when a change is made in the Load Profile Type or Weather Zone assignment, and at least one time per year.

ERCOT may utilize a sampling method for Load Profile Type assignment validation and when a change is made in the Load Profile ID assignment. 
During the annual validation process beginning in 2006 and continuing annually thereafter, ERCOT Staff shall be responsible for the validation and calculation of the appropriate Load Profile Type. ERCOT Staff shall produce a report that contains the ESI IDs requiring profile code modifications and shall publish the report via the MIS to the appropriate TDSP and CR of record.

TDSPs shall use the published report to issue the appropriate EDI transaction to change the Load Profile ID assignment. The TDSP shall successfully complete the Load Profile ID changes no later than sixty (60) days after the ESI ID appears on the ERCOT report.  Profile ID changes shall be effective as of the most current meter read date.

On a monthly basis, ERCOT shall produce a report of ESI IDs that are overdue in having their Load Profile ID assignment modified by the above referenced report.
As revisions are approved by the market stakeholder process, ERCOT algorithms for calculating the Load Profile Type shall be reviewed by an independent audit entity who shall verify the SAS code does produce the described assignment as specified in the ERCOT Decision Tree. In addition, the SAS code for such algorithms shall be made public for individual Market Participants to verify as they deem appropriate.
ERCOT shall validate the assignment of the Weather Zone component of the Load Profile ID for all ESI IDs.

ERCOT shall perform validation tests of the initial Load Profile Type and Weather Zone assignments of each TDSP.  Samples of assignments from the Residential and Business Profile Groups will be randomly drawn from each TDSP’s population of profiled ESI IDs.  If the assignment validation failure rate for any of these samples exceeds parameters specified in the Load Profiling Guides, ERCOT may request an audit of the corresponding TDSP’s Load Profile ID assignment processes and systems at the expense of the TDSP.  ERCOT may require TDSPs that fail sample Load Profile Type or Weather Zone assignment validations and/or audits to resubmit Load Profile ID assignments for all ESI IDs in their service territory.

Details of all validation tests will be specified in the Load Profiling Guides.  The validation test reports generated as exceptions are identified and shall be posted to the Market Information System.  Competitive Retailers may dispute a Load Profile ID assignment through the ERCOT settlement dispute process, as described in Section 9.5, Settlement and Billing Process, in conjunction with the Load Profiling Guides or may file a FastTrak variance.

TDSPs shall change the assignment of a Load Profile ID for the single ESI ID based on an outcome of a dispute finding in favor of a Competitive Retailer.  If required to change an assignment, TDSPs must correct the assignment in their system and the ERCOT Customer registration system within three (3) Business Days.

18.4.4.2
Correction Procedure

TDSPs are responsible for investigating each ESI ID identified by ERCOT as having a potentially incorrect Load Profile ID assignment.  Each TDSP shall work closely and promptly with ERCOT during the correction procedure, which is detailed in the Load Profiling Guides.

Market Participants may dispute an assignment through the ERCOT settlement dispute process, described in Section 9.5, Settlement and Billing Dispute Process, of these Protocols or may file a FastTrak variance.
18.4.5
Assignment of Weather Zones to ESI IDs

TDSPs will assign each ESI ID to a Weather Zone, based on service address zip code.

ERCOT will post to MIS a mapping of a Weather Zone to appropriate Customer registration element used in assigning Weather Zones.

18.5
Additional Responsibilities

This section addresses responsibilities for Load Profiling not specified in other Sections of the Protocols.

18.5.1
ERCOT Responsibilities

ERCOT will develop, administer, and maintain Load Profiles in accordance with these Protocols.  Disputes related to the accuracy or appropriateness of Load Profiles shall be handled in accordance with Section 9.5, Settlement and Billing Dispute Process or may be filed as a FastTrak variance.

18.5.2
TDSP Responsibilities

TDSPs shall use the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee as a forum for their input in the development and refinement of Load Profiles.

18.5.3
Competitive Retailer Responsibilities

Competitive Retailers shall use the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee as a forum for their input in the development and refinement of Load Profiles.

Competitive Retailers shall be responsible for reviewing any assignment of Load Profiles to ESI IDs they represent.
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