Assessing the Market’s technical boundaries for implementing ERCOT Web Service based Data Delivery 

(SCR 740)
-------------------------------

Below are some general questions to help ERCOT in the design of the next generation of Data Extract Delivery.
Any information provided shall be considered confidential, and will be only used internally at ERCOT for informational purposes.
1. Data Transport
a) What steps are currently involved in your data extract process?  Please describe which steps are manual and which are automated.
b) What technology is involved in this current process?
c) Do you have the current ability to programmatically request and/or receive the data extract transfer?  Please describe in detail.
d) What type of Enterprise Messaging capabilities do you have (e.g. JMS)? Please describe with as much detail as possible.
e) Are you prepared to participate in a secure ftp push or pull?  If not, please explain you current limitation.
f) Are you prepared to participate in synchronous application to application communication?  If not, please explain your current limitation.
2. Format 

a) What format do you need the data extract file to be in?  Please explain any limitations.
b) Do you utilize xml as part of any of your existing processes?  If so, please describe your current use.
c) Could you receive the extract file as an attachment of a SOAP message?  Please explain.
3. Data Management
a) What transformations occur to the data after received?

b) Where is the data loaded?  Please provide insight to databases or file systems.
c) How is it loaded?  Please provide workflows and process information.
d) When do the load/transformation processes execute?

e) What technologies are used?

f) How is the data used once it reaches its final destination?

g) Who is responsible for this process?

4. What is the skill set of the technical resources you have available?  Please check all that apply and provide level of expertise for each.
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