OWG Report to ROS
12-8-05

The OWG met On November 11th, 2005. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1.
165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  Recommendation No. 14 states that ERCOT should monitor a QSE’s ability to meet its Responsive Reserve Obligation in real-time.  Currently, capacity is monitored, but a unit’s ramp rate is not monitored.  This revision will incorporate a unit’s current Up Ramp Rate in MW/min ramp rate and Automatic Generation Control (AGC) status in the data provided to ERCOT. OWG recommends this OGRR for approval by ROS.
2. 169OGRR - Reporting of Reserve Capability Under Severe Gas Curtailments- Adds a requirement that Resources provide additional data describing their alternative fuel capability during the winter months. (John Adams presented a revision to the format for reporting information in the Natural Gas Fuel section, but did not present the changes to the TF in a draft format for review. The TF is waiting on Harry Holloway’s definitions language to be inserted in the OGRR language for review. TF recommended that this OGRR once again go through review due to the changes being introduced by John. This OGRR is scheduled to be finalized at the OGRTF meeting on 11-15-05
3. 172OGRR- Special Protection System Obligations- The changes permit the sharing of limited TDSP operating information with Generation Entities subject to SPS control as necessary to avoid SPS operations.  The changes also propose differences in the SPS review and approval process between new SPSs that involve Generation Entities or affect a wide area, and other SPSs. This was approved by ROS at its last meeting pending impact analysis.
4.
174 – Definition of a Single Generating Unit:  Defines the meaning of the term “single generating unit” when considering a Combined Cycle Combustion Turbine (CCCT) in light of the requirements specified in Operating Guide 5.1.4 – Transmission Reliability Testing.  Also requires Generation Entities that own a CCCT to supply information to ERCOT to justify the use of an exception to the definition of a “single generating unit”. Currently, in the case of a CCCT, it is the established practice to assume that a single gas turbine and the prorated share of its associated steam turbine is a “single generating unit” as that term is used in Operating Guide 5.4.1.  However, such treatment is not explicitly described in the Operating Guide.  This OGRR formalizes this established practice to ensure consistent treatment of single generating unit outages in system planning and operating studies. Special Meeting by the OGRTF was held Tuesday, December 6, 2005 from 09:30 to 16:00 at the Austin Met Center. ERCOT and Market Participants were encouraged to participate in vetting this OGRR for recommendation to ERCOT.
5. The Black Start Task Force has not met since 11/02/05. The next Black Start meeting is scheduled for December 12th at the met center. Frank Owens of Garland Power and Light has stated that due to work load, he will be resigning the BSTF chairmanship as of January 1, 2006. 
6. The OTF met on November 11, 2005. The task force reviewed the November 9th drill comments and lessons learned. Some task assignments were assigned based on those lessons learned. In addition, there was a discussion of an outline for a pending hurricane drill.  The next OTF will meet on January 20th, 2006 to further finalize the November storm drill comments and proceed with the development of a hurricane drill.
7. The operations report was presented by Kent Grammer assisted by Jeff Healy.
8. The next OWG meeting has been tentatively scheduled for December 14th. As of this writing, the meeting will most likely not be held. No other meetings have been scheduled.
