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ERCOT

Operating Guide Revision Task Force Meeting

ERCOT MET Center Room 161

Austin, Texas

November 15, 2005  10:00 - 16:00

AGENDA

ANTITRUST ADMONITION

ERCOT strictly prohibits market participants and their employees who are participating in ERCOT activities from using their participation in ERCOT activities as a forum for engaging in practices or communications that violate the antitrust laws.  The ERCOT Board has approved guidelines for members of ERCOT Committees, subcommittees and working Groups to be reviewed and followed by each market participant attending ERCOT meetings.

· Review of October 18, 2005 meeting notes and action items to ensure the agenda is complete. 

NEW OGRR’s:

176 – Market Participant Use of Domain Name Service or ERCOT Web Based Front Page for Site Failover:  This OGRR requires a Market Participant possessing a backup site to utilize a WAN (Wide Area Network) Domain Name Service (DNS) server or an ERCOT provided Web-Based DNS service to facilitate the API (Application Program Interface) failover process when moving to or from their backup site. The current process requires ERCOT personnel to manually enter changes on the ERCOT API to follow a Market Participant’s API when a Market Participant moves operations between its Primary and Backup sites.  The mechanisms proposed in this OGRR will allow Market Participants to change API sites without ERCOT intervention.  After a Market Participant failover, the goal is to have API communications established within 15 minutes. (Posted on 10/24/05 for comment)

177 – Administrative Changes for November 2005 Operating Guides:  Administrative change to maintain Operating Guide consistency with Protocols as allowed by Operating Guide Section 1.3, Change Control Process. PRR592 has modified a Protocol Section that is referenced in the Operating Guides.  This OGRR updates that reference. (Posted on 10/31/05)

178 – Revision to Reactive Limits Verification Form:  Revise the form to include minimum value on the CURL Curve, add notes on auxiliary load, add contact phone numbers, add a diagram showing the measurement locations and correct the note on calculated Net Generator Reactive. To clarify and improve the use of the form. (Posted on 11/03/05 for comment)
OGRR’s:  Posted for comments
165 – Update Unit Telemetry Requirement:  This revision proposes to add a requirement for QSEs to submit real-time AGC status and Ramp Rate for all units in their portfolio. ERCOT submits this OGR to address Recommendation No. 14 of Potomac Economics’ recommendations to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  Recommendation No. 14 states that ERCOT should monitor a QSE’s ability to meet its Responsive Reserve Obligation in real-time.  Currently, capacity is monitored, but a unit’s ramp rate is not monitored.  This revision will incorporate a unit’s ramp rate and Automatic Generation Control (AGC) status in the data provided to ERCOT. (Posted on 04/01/05 for comments:  ERCOT and OGRTF have commented to date.)
169 – Reporting of Reserve Capability Under Severe Gas Curtailments:  Adds a requirement that Resources provide additional data describing their alternative fuel capability during the winter months. (Posted 06/14/05 for comments:  LCRA, Austin Energy, ERCOT, and OGRTF have commented to date.)
174 – Definition of a Single Generating Unit:  Defines the meaning of the term “single generating unit” when considering a Combined Cycle Combustion Turbine (CCCT) in light of the requirements specified in Operating Guide 5.1.4 – Transmission Reliability Testing.  Also requires Generation Entities that own a CCCT to supply information to ERCOT to justify the use of an exception to the definition of a “single generating unit”. Currently, in the case of a CCCT, it is the established practice to assume that a single gas turbine and the prorated share of its associated steam turbine is a “single generating unit” as that term is used in Operating Guide 5.4.1.  However, such treatment is not explicitly described in the Operating Guide.  This OGRR formalizes this established practice to ensure consistent treatment of single generating unit outages in system planning and operating studies. (Posted on 09/02/05 for comments)
ERCOT’s comments posted 10/13/05: Historical observation of data indicates that the entire combined cycle train often does trip when any single unit trips within the train.  Over a period of nine months (December 2004 - August 2005), the ERCOT monthly operations report reflected eight Forced Outages of entire combined cycle trains.  Due to this actuality, ERCOT has modified the proposed language to specify that the entire train should be considered a single generating unit for combined cycle unit contingencies.  This will better protect ERCOT from voltage collapse conditions due to the loss of an entire train.
Old Business:
· OGRR165: OGRTF discussed the fact that the telemetered ramp rate required by this OGRR (and the associated PRR590) should be specified further, since units may have different ramp rates associated with Balancing Energy Service and Base Power Schedules, as well as ramp rates associated with transitions between load levels that may be different depending on the time period being considered.  A more detailed ramp rate specification has been added by OGRTF to Attachment 8A; however, OGRTF would like ERCOT to revise the OGRR language in Attachment 8A to further specify which ramp rate they would require the QSE to telemeter to ERCOT, and describe in their comments the reasoning behind their choice.

· OGRR169:  John Adams and Harry Holloway to collaborate on developing language for definitions and/or examples for the information being requested by section, by column. John Adams to provide OGRTF with the revised format discussed at the October 18th meeting with respect to the reporting of data/information.
· OGRR174:  TXU Wholesale to provide clarification on the intent of the definition for “Single Generating Unit” and “unavailable”. ERCOT to review the OGRR for intended compliance criteria as it may apply, and any settlement issues that may be created by this OGRR, with respect to Combined Cycle operation.

New Business:  Open forum

The next OGRTF Meeting will be on Tuesday, December 13, 2005 at the ERCOT Met Center, Austin, room 161 from 10:00 to 16:00. (THIS MEETING IS TENTATIVE AND WILL BE ASSESSED ON NEED)
OGRTF Chair:  Stephen C. Knapp (Steve)

410-468-3606 (Office)

443-286-6785 (Cell Phone)

steve.knapp@constellation.com
