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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	Minor staffing implications to generate the report.
	None at this time.
	None

	MARKET SEGMENT
	
	
	

	Consumer
	None
	None
	None

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	LSE:
CR & REP
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	QSE
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	Resource
	Not known
	Not known
	Not known

	TDSP
	None
	None
	None


	Comments


When ERCOT deploys Non-Spinning Reserves Service (NSRS) due to a depletion of the Balancing Energy services (BES) bid stack, ERCOT assumes all available capacity is bid into the market.  If this occurs when ERCOT is going into the peak load of the day, the ERCOT Operators have historically responded by deploying a block of NSRS to cover peak load from the time the bid stack is 95% depleted until the load is forecast to drop back below that point at which NSRS was deployed, with the option to recall the deployments if the circumstances for the deployment change.  
Currently, the ERCOT system does not allow for the recall of NSRS deployments.  In order to address this issue, the Operators are being instructed to change their deployment methods by deploying NSRS for only one hour at a time, and reassessing the need for the deployments every hour.  It is anticipated that this will decrease the amount of NSRS deployed, and improve the Operator deployment performance that is being addressed in this PRR. 

There are some difficulties in ERCOT meeting the proposed 90% metric for the percentage of BES bid stack cleared during NSRS deployments.  It would be ideal if the Operator could deploy just enough NSRS to stay on the upper end of the BES bid stack, but ERCOT typically does not have access to all capacity in the Balancing Energy up services bid stack due to constraints enforced by the Market Clearing Engine, such as ramp rate constraints, OOME Dispatch Instructions, Local Balancing Energy deployments, and insufficient capacity in Resource Plans as compared to Schedules.  As such, ERCOT may deplete the bid stack to levels much lower than 90% of the total BES bids.  ERCOT therefore proposes to delete paragraph (6) which calls for achieving a 90% metric.  ERCOT also proposes editorial changes to paragraphs (3)-(5).
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


6.10.11
ERCOT Operations Performance

(1)
ERCOT shall continuously self-assess its operations and report to all Market Participants its performance in controlling the ERCOT Control Area according to requirements and criteria established by the Operating Guides and NERC Policy and Standards for operation of Control Areas.  ERCOT shall report all substandard operations to the ERCOT Technical Advisory Committee and to the NERC Compliance and Enforcement Committees.

(2)
ERCOT shall publish for all Market Participants the total amount of Regulation Up energy deployed and the total amount of Regulation Down energy deployed in each Settlement Interval.

(3)
ERCOT shall provide monthly a report analyzing the accuracy of each Operating Day’s Load forecast that was issued at 0600 the Day Ahead of the Operating Day.  ERCOT shall make similar comparisons for the 1100 forecast and the forecast in effect at midnight of the start of the Operating Day.  In its reports, ERCOT shall statistically analyze the expected error in energy and peak forecasting.

(4)
ERCOT shall publish for all Market Participants the percentage of the Bid Stack awarded for Balancing Energy Service for each Settlement Interval that ERCOT deploys any Non-Spinning Reserve Service.
(5)
ERCOT shall provide a monthly report showing the average percentage of the Bid Stack award for Balancing Energy Service for the Settlement Intervals that ERCOT deploys Non-Spinning Reserve Service for the month.
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