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	PRR Number
	621
	PRR Title
	QSE Qualification Using Renewable Resources

	Timeline
	Normal
	Recommended Action
	Approve

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	6.10.3.4, Balancing Energy

	Proposed Effective Date
	January 1, 2006

	Priority & Rank Assigned
	N/A

	Revision Description
	Specifies QSEs representing only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources may qualify to provide Balancing Down Energy Service.  The PRR also clarifies that ERCOT may only request DBES in an amount actually deliverable from the Uncontrollable Renewable Resource based upon energy production at the time of the qualification.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Removes a barrier that prevents Uncontrollable Renewable Resources from qualifying to provide balancing Down Energy Service.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Impacts:  Has the Credit Workgroup reviewed the PRR?  If so, are there credit impacts? (indicate Yes or No, and if Yes, include a summary of impact)
	Yes.  ERCOT credit staff and the CWG have reviewed PRR621 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· This PRR was posted on 8/25/05.
· ERCOT posted comments on 9/15/05.

· PRS considered this PRR on 9/29/05.

· PRS reviewed the Impact Analysis and draft PRS Recommendation Report on 10/20/05.



	PRS Recommendation (indicate whether all segments were present for the vote, and the segment of parties that voted no or abstained)
	On 9/29/05, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of PRR621 as revised by comments submitted by ERCOT Staff.  All market segments were present for the vote.
On 10/20/05, PRS voted unanimously to endorse the PRS Recommendation Report and Impact Analysis.  All market segments were present.

	Summary of PRS discussion
	On 9/29/05, PRS discussed whether the Resource Plan or the actual output level of the Uncontrollable Renewable Resource should be used as part of the qualification test.  ERCOT stated its preference for using the Resource Plan, as Resources are dispatched based on that Resource Plan.  ERCOT also stated it wouldn't initiate the qualification test during periods of potential low energy production
On 10/20/05, PRS noted that PRR621 would not require a project if approved.



	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	The ERCOT testing procedures for QSEs will need to be modified to reflect this change
	Unknown
	Provide accurate Ancillary Service qualification for QSE representing only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources

	MARKET SEGMENT                      
	
	
	

	Consumer
	
	None
	Removes barrier to Uncontrollable Renewable Resource qualification

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	None
	None
	None

	LSE:
CR & REP
	None
	None
	None

	QSE
	A QSE that plans on representing only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources will not be required to “borrow” another Generation Resource for the sole purpose of qualifying to provide Ancillary Services
	None
	Provide accurate Ancillary Service qualification for QSE representing only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources

	Resource
	Removes barrier to Uncontrollable Renewable Resource qualification
	None
	Removes barrier to Uncontrollable Renewable Resource qualification

	TDSP
	None
	None
	None


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Mark J. Bruce

	Company
	FPL Energy

	Segment
	Independent Generator


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Description

	ERCOT 091505
	Discussed issue of not knowing the Resource's deployable level; proposed qualification test be based on Resource Plan.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.10.3.4
Balancing Energy

(1)
Testing using Generation Resource(s)

(a)
A test for Balancing Energy Service shall be performed during a continuous eight (8) hour window agreed on by the QSE and ERCOT.

(b)
ERCOT shall confirm the date and time of the test with the QSE using both the primary and alternate voice circuits to validate the voice circuits.

(c)
At any time during the window, selected by ERCOT when market and reliability conditions allow and not previously disclosed to the QSE, ERCOT shall notify the QSE using ERCOT’s Messaging System requesting it to provide an amount of Balancing Energy.  The QSE shall acknowledge the start of the test.  During the sixty (60) minute duration of the test, within the limits of requested qualification, ERCOT will vary the requested amount of Balancing Energy requested.
(d)
A QSE may qualify to provide only Balancing Energy Down Service using only Uncontrollable Renewable Resources by providing Balancing Energy Down Service, within the limits of requested qualification, in an amount available from the Uncontrollable Renewable Resource’s Resource Plan at the time of the Dispatch Instruction.
(e)
On successful demonstration of all test criteria, ERCOT shall qualify the QSE is capable of providing Balancing Energy and shall provide a copy of the certificate to the QSE.

(2)
Testing using Load(s) Acting as a Resource

(a)
A test for Balancing Energy Service shall be performed during a continuous eight (8) hour window agreed on by the QSE and ERCOT.

(b)
ERCOT shall confirm the date and time of the test with the QSE using both the primary and alternate voice circuits to validate the voice circuits.

(c)
At any time during the window, selected by ERCOT when market and reliability conditions allow, and not previously disclosed to the QSE, ERCOT shall notify the QSE using ERCOT’s Messaging System requesting it to provide an amount of Balancing Energy.  The QSE shall acknowledge the start of the test.

(d)
Upon ERCOT issuing a verbal instruction to QSE to deploy the LaaR, the QSE shall demonstrate that it has procedures in place to satisfactorily deploy LaaR(s) providing Balancing Up Energy Service. All measurements shall confirm the additional delivery of energy due to the deployment of Balancing Up Energy Service in an amount equal to at least ninety-five percent (95%) and no more than one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the amount requested by ERCOT.  A deployment will be deemed acceptable when ERCOT confirms the interruption of the Load(s) within ten (10) minutes of issuance of the instruction by ERCOT.

(e)
On successful demonstration of all test criteria, ERCOT shall qualify that the QSE is capable of providing Balancing Energy from LaaRs and shall provide a copy of the certificate to the QSE designating its qualification to provide Balancing Energy from LaaRs.
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