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	Comments


It is unclear what information this PRR seeks to gather from Entities using on-site generation behind the meter on a private network netting and whether or not that information is useful for purposes of the reserve margin calculation.  This PRR was originally initiated in response to a concern raised by ERCOT Staff at the GATF that the private network capacity utilized in the reserve margin calculation may not be accurate due to the uncertainty as to what levels of capacity was registered with ERCOT.  

For purposes of the reserve margin calculation, it is important that ERCOT have accurate figures on the Net Generation capacity of private networks that is available to be delivered to the grid.  This applies to all on-site generation behind a meter, whether it is a “netted” meter or not.  Total generation is not an appropriate or relevant measurement as some of the capacity of the on-site generation is dedicated to the self-use of the Customer.  Total Load is also not an appropriate or relevant measurement, as some, or all, of the Customer’s Load is served internally by the on-site generation and is therefore not on or available to the grid at times of system peak.  Additionally, in many cases, loss of the on-site generation unit will also result in the loss of Load served by that generation due to the configuration of the internal network, and loss of Load can also result in loss of on-site generation units.  

Information on generation available to serve the grid for use by others is currently reported to the PUC as part of the generation capacity reports (see PUC Subst. R. 25.91 (g)(1)(E)), and is the appropriate information to use for evaluating the reserve margin.  While this appears to be the intent of PRR 593, which requires the reporting of “Seasonal Net Generation capacity” (which is an undefined term in the Protocols) for the current year and the five forward years, it is unclear why the term “or load” is included in the PRR. 

For customers who currently have net on-site generation available to the grid (i.e., on-site generation above the customer’s Load requirements), the provision of current and projected Net Generation capacity, in the format of the generation capacity reports already provided to the PUC, will provide ERCOT with best and most reliable information for the reserve margin calculation, including on the effects of the Customer’s planned Load growth, generation additions, or retirements over the planning horizon.   The suggestion that has been made that the total Load ought to be included as an adder to the Load forecast effectively incorrectly presumes that the a Customer’s on-site generation will always be unavailable to the grid during the summer peaks (and that none of the Customer’s on-site Load will be affected by the loss of the that generation).  This suggestion is also inconsistent with decades of Commission and FERC precedent that has repeatedly established that it is only proper to plan for the net effects of a Customer’s Load and on-site generation on the system.  In short, the only appropriate place to measure the effect a Customer with on-site generation will have on the grid is at the Point of Interconnection, and that net effect is the only effect relevant for the reserve margin calculation., and not presume that behind the fence generation will be unavailable, which does not reflect reality.  We have proposed changes to the language to address these issues.  

To the extent a Customer with on-site generation is a net Load on the system, that Load is already captured in the historical Load information and consequently the Load forecast.  Changes in Load are also presumably reflected in the Load forecast in the same way as Load growth of all other customers in reflected.

Finally, it is critical that this information be treated as confidential and Protected Information as provided for in this PRR.    


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


1.3.1.1
Items Considered Protected Information 

“Protected Information” is information containing or revealing:

(1)
Schedule Control Error, as calculated by ERCOT, identified to a specific QSE, with the exception of Real Time SCE data that may be viewable on-site at ERCOT Facilities;

(2)
Bids or pricing information identifiable to a specific QSE, except as provided in 1.3.3(2)(b);

(3)
Status of Resources including but not limited to outages or limitations or scheduled or metered Resource data;

(4)
Resource Plans;

(5)
Energy and Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE;

(6)
ERCOT Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE, except for OOMC and OOME deployments as provided in Section 6.5.10, Out of Merit Capacity and Out of Merit Energy Services, items (10), (11) and (12);

(7)
Raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (Demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE;

(8)
Settlement Statements identifiable to a specific QSE;

(9)
Aggregated raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (Demand and energy), and number of ESI-IDs identifiable to a specific LSE;

(10)
Information related to generation interconnection requests, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available;

(11)
Resource specific costs, design and engineering data, with the exception of data provided pursuant to Section 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information;

(12)
TCR ownership, credit limits or bidding information identifiable to a specific TCR Account Holder;

(13)
Renewable Energy Credit account balances;

(14)
Credit Limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(15)
Any information not submitted to or collected by ERCOT pursuant to requirements of the Protocols or Operating Guides that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information provided to ERCOT in support of an RMR application according to Protocols Section 6.5.9, Reliability Must-Run Service;

(16)
Any Proprietary Customer Information unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of such information in a manner approved by the PUCT;

(17)
Any software, products of software or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(18)
QSE and TDSP backup plans collected by ERCOT in compliance with the Protocols or Operating Guides;

(19)
DC Tie information provided to TDSPs pursuant to Section 9.8.2, DC Tie Schedule Information; and

(20)
Any Texas SET transaction submitted by an LSE to ERCOT or received by an LSE from ERCOT.  This item (20) shall not apply to ERCOT in regard to its compliance with PUCT Rules relating to performance measure reporting, these Protocols, or any TAC approved reporting requirements.

(21)
Mothballed Generation Resource updates and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3, Mothballed Generation Resource Time to Service Updates.

(22)
Information provided by Entities under Section 10.3.2.4
10.3.2.3
Generation Netting for EPS Meters

At Generation Resource Facilities, generation and associated Load will be metered at their points of interconnection to the ERCOT Transmission Grid.   Interval Data Recording (IDR) meters will be used to determine generator output or Load usage.  In the intervals where the generation output exceeds the Load, the net will be settled as generation.  In the intervals where the Load exceeds the generation output, the net will be settled as Load and carry any applicable Load shared charges.

For settlement purposes, generation netting, (which is defined as “the use of multiple in and out meter readings to determine generator output”) shall not be allowed except under one of the following conditions:

(1)
Single point of interconnection with delivered and received metering data channels.

(2)
Multiple points of interconnection where the Loads and generator output are electrically connected to a common switchyard, as defined below.  In addition, there must be sufficient generator capacity to serve all plant Loads for netting to occur.

(3)
Point(s) of interconnection where a Qualifying Facility (QF) selling to the purchasers of the QF’s thermal output may net the Load meters of the thermal host with its generation meters when the Load and generation are electrically connected to a common switchyard.  In instances in which Load is served by new on-site generation through a common switchyard, the TDSPs may install monitoring equipment necessary for measuring Load to determine stranded cost charges, if any are applicable, as determined under PURA and applicable PUCT rules.  If the PUCT requires other Load served by onsite generators to pay the System Benefit Fund charges, then, in instances in which Load is served by generation through a common switchyard, the TDSP may install metering equipment solely for purposes of the TDSP’s calculation of System Benefit Fund charges, as provided by PURA, if any is applicable.  For purposes of this Section, new on-site generation has the meaning as contained in PURA Sections 39.252 and 39.292(k), of the Texas Utility Code.

(4)
For Generation Resources and/or Load with flow through on a private, contiguous transmission system (not included in a TDSP rate base) and in a configuration existing as of October 1, 2000, the meters at the interconnections with the ERCOT Transmission Grid may be netted for the purpose of determining Generation Resources or Load.  For Settlement purposes, the metered interconnection points must be assigned to the same Congestion Zone and UFE Zone.

For purposes of this Section, a common switchyard is defined as:

An electric substation Facility where the point of interconnection for Load and Generation Resources are located at that same Facility but where the interconnection points are physically not greater than 400 yards apart.  The physical connections of the Load to its point of interconnection and the Generation Resource to its point of interconnection cannot be Facilities that have been placed in a TDSPs rate base.

10.3.2.4 Reporting of Net Generation Capacity 
All Generation Resource Facilities with associated Load shall report to ERCOT before February 1st of each year its projected Net Generation capacity available to the grid for use by others during the June to August time period for the current calendar year and five (5) subsequent years in the same format as the generation capacity reports provided to the PUC.
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