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1. Purpose: Pursuant to PUCT rules, any entity intending to participate in the Texas Market must successfully certify their commercial applications through a Market Flight Test.  Flight 0504 is currently designated, as the flight in which the RMS approved Solution to Stacking Rules will be tested, provided there is no delay in the timeline for delivery. 

2. General Principals Guiding Test Structure and Completion
2.1. If ERCOT fails to successfully complete a market test the market will endeavor to delay the completion of the test until success.  

2.2. If a certified and active TDSP fails to successfully complete a market test the market will endeavor to delay the completion of the test until success or the TDSP will be subject to Failure Escalation Procedures as defined below.

2.3. If a certified and dormant TDSP fails to successfully complete a market test that TDSP will attempt to test again in the next market test flight.

2.4. If a new TDSP fails to successfully complete a market test and that TDSP is not actively in the market, they will attempt to test again in the next market test flight.  The TDSP cannot join the market until they successfully complete a market test flight.

2.5. If a new CR fails to successfully complete a market test and the CR is not actively in the market, they will attempt to test again in the next market test flight.  A new CR cannot join the market until they successfully complete a market test flight.

2.6. If a CR serving load fails to successfully complete a market test the market will endeavor to delay the completion of the test until success.  At the end of the scheduled Flight and when 80% of the testing parties are 100% complete, anyone who has not completed required functionality has technically failed the Flight and is subject to the Failure Escalation Procedures as defined below.

3. Roles and Responsibilities

3.1. Flight Administrator: Responsibilities are outlined in the Texas Market Test Plan (TMTP)

3.1.1. Pre Flight Management

3.1.1.1. Trading Partner Relationships

3.1.1.2. Pre Flight Checklist: Outlined in the TMTP

3.1.2. Flight Management:

3.1.2.1. Trading Partner Testing Relationships Issue Resolution: Outlined in the TMTP

3.1.2.2. Conference Calls: Outlined in the TMTP

3.1.2.3. Check Points: Outlined in the Flight Testing Methodology

3.1.2.4. Critical Dates: Outlined in the Flight Testing Methodology

3.1.2.5. MP Flight Certification

3.1.2.5.1. Flight Success

3.1.2.5.2. Script Success

3.1.3. Escalation Procedures: After Flight Administrator has completed a follow up call with a MP, and the MP is still failing to meet a critical date and or check point success, the Flight Administrator may elect to contact the Executive Contact as listed on the TSW. 

3.2. Competitive Retailers (CR)

3.2.1. Sending Transactions: CRs will send transactions by the given day in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script.  If the CR cannot complete their assigned tasks the CR will need to contact their ERCOT testing team representative or trading partner testing representative.

3.2.2. Receiving Transactions:  CRs will contact their ERCOT testing team representative in the event transactions are not received in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script or trading partner testing representative.

3.3. Transmission Distribution Service Providers (TDSP)

3.3.1. Sending Transactions: TDSPs will send transactions by the given day in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script.  If the TDSP cannot complete their assigned tasks the TDSP will need to contact their ERCOT testing team representative or trading partner testing representative.

3.3.2. Receiving Transactions: TDSPs will contact their ERCOT testing team representative in the event transactions are not received in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script or trading partner testing representative.

3.4. Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT)

3.4.1. Sending Transactions: ERCOT will contact the Flight Administrator in the event they are unable to send transactions in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script.  

3.4.2. Receiving Transactions: ERCOT will contact the Flight Administrator in the event they did not receive transactions in accordance with the corresponding TX Test Plan Team Script.  

4. Methodology
4.1. Flight Test  

4.1.1. Trading Partner Relationships: Not all trading relationships will be tested; this was decided in order to test the depth of the Solution to Stacking Rules not the breadth of the TX Retail Market.

4.1.2. Scripts: Are a narrative depiction of the business processes being tested.

4.1.2.1. Scripts are testing business process not transaction flow

4.1.2.2. Some scripts are testing multiple CRs on one ESI ID (limit 4 CRs)

4.1.2.2.1. In a multi-party script, ERCOT will simulate a CR in the event one CR is unable to fulfill their assigned task.

4.1.2.3. Some scripts will carry through to usage and billing 

4.1.2.4. IDR ESI Ids will not be used for scripts

4.1.2.5. Some scripts will test the stacking rules with a single CR

4.1.2.6. Not every stacking rule will have its own script; Some scripts test multiple stacking rules.

4.1.2.7. New CR’s entering the TX market will be required to test scripts for a new CR in addition to the Stacking Scripts

4.1.2.8. For New Muni/Coop TDSPs they will be required to test scripts for a new TDSP in addition to the Stacking Scripts

4.1.3. Flight Structure  - 10 Weeks

4.1.3.1. Days: MPs and ERCOT are required to complete their daily activities as outlined in the testing scripts.

4.1.3.2. Critical Dates: Scripts are marked with several critical dates that must be met for specific Solution to Stacking Rules to be tested successfully. If one MP misses a critical date, all MP’s testing that instance of the script will be affected.  The script may need to be scheduled to be re-tested.  To mitigate the risk, ERCOT may simulate a CR 

4.1.3.3. Check Points: Checkpoints will exist throughout the Market Test.  These check points exist to allow the Flight Administrator gauge where the market test is in relation to the Flight Timeline and take necessary action to get Flight back on schedule.

4.1.3.4. Weekends: The Flight Administrator may elect to use weekends for testing in the event testing has fallen behind schedule.

4.1.3.5. Daily Conference Calls: Conference calls will be held at 2:30 PM CPT. The Flight Administrator or a person designated by the Flight Administrator will facilitate the call.  In the event the Flight Administrator finds it necessary, a follow-up call will be scheduled for later that day or early the next day before 10:00 AM CPT.

4.2. Pre Flight Activities

4.2.1. ERCOT User Acceptance Testing ( ERCOT will be sharing their UAT results )

4.2.2. CR & TDSP User Acceptance Testing review:  


4.3. Post Flight

4.3.1. Flight Completion: The Flight Administrator will provide information to ERCOT Client Relations regarding the issuance of certification letters in accordance with the Guidelines referenced in Section 2 above.
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