OWG Report to ROS
8-11-05

The OWG met on July 20th, 2005. The following OGRRs are pending at the OGRTF:
1.
154OGRR -Generator Protection Requirements - OWG recommends approval of OGRR154 as submitted and amended by the special meeting of Market Participants on June 21st, 2005. No additional comments have been received since the amended OGRR154 was posted for further comments. This OGRR was originally submitted on 8/20/04.
2.
169OGRR - Reporting of Reserve Capability Under Severe Gas Curtailments- Adds a requirement that Resources provide additional data describing their alternative fuel capability during the winter months. This OGRR is on hold in order for ERCOT to evaluate other reporting alternatives discussed at the last OGRTF meeting. 
4.
171OGRR - Testing of Quick Start Units in the Balancing Energy Market- This OGRR establishes the test by which a quick start unit can demonstrate its ability to perform in the BES market, as required by PRR588. This is due to be reviewed by OGRTF at its 8/16/05 meeting with possible review and recommendations by OWG at its 8/17/05 meeting.

5.
172OGRR- Special Protection System Obligations- The changes permit the sharing of limited TDSP operating information with Generation Entities subject to SPS control as necessary to avoid SPS operations.  The changes also propose differences in the SPS review and approval process between new SPSs that involve Generation Entities or affect a wide area, and other SPSs. This OGRR has comments due by the 18th of August. OWG will probably review this OGRR and make any recommendations at its 9/21/05 meeting 
6. The Black Start Task Force met on August 2nd. PRS had remanded PRR584 back to the BSTF for additional clarification and comments. No additional progress has been made to date. The BSTF chairman will be requesting any additional input from task force members before deciding on further action. The Preliminary list of black start units was announced at the meeting. ERCOT’s Ricson Chai presented the ERCOT evaluation methodology for picking the 2006 black start units. The tentative testing window for this years black start units is September 1 thru November 1, 2005. All units will or have demonstrated through computer simulations or actual testing of each black start unit that it can start the next start unit’s largest motor or the designated next start unit by the end of the testing window. This is a new requirement for 2006 per Protocol 6.10.3.6(f). Some aspects of the 2006 Black Start Training Seminar were discussed.
7. The OTF is in the process of finalizing the Fall Storm Drill scenario. Currently, the Fall Storm Drill is schedule for November 9, 2005. This event will drill on all four EECP levels. 
8. James Hinson reported that 2200 MWs RRS will be the limit for triggering a second ancillary service market when RRS is short do to OOM’d units that had been awarded RRS in the DA Market, as well as an EECP event issued for capacity shortage. ERCOT Operating Procedures are being developed to address this operational requirement. Jack brought up the problem of other A/S (Reg Up & Down) awarded in the DA Market not being able to respond do to being OOM’d, will VDI be issued for these situations? (Reference Op Bulletin #180).  There will be a Compliance audit August 1st through the 19th for ERCOT System Operations.  There is scheduled a NERC audit of ERCOT in October, no date announced at this time. Construction on new ERCOT Operations Training Center (OTS) in Taylor begins mid August and the anticipated time for completion is seven weeks.  (OTS will be in old blue building.) Mid 2006 is the anticipated date for OTS to be fully up, running and functional. 

9. The next OWG meeting will be August 17th at the Met Center.
