


TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY OPERATIONS





The ERCOT ISO maintains information on the availability of transmission capability through the use of the ERCOT OASIS and the posted ATC values.  Whenever transmission system conditions result in the inability of one or more Load Entities and/or Control Area(s) to establish a Daily Operations Plan which meets all requirements, the ISO will attempt to resolve deficiencies through coordinated interaction with Control Areas.  The Control Areas will coordinate with each Transmission Provider, Generation Entity and Load Entity within its area and will report back if any corrective or Redispatch actions can be taken.





TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY ADVISORY





The ISO will issue a Transmission Emergency Advisory when ERCOT transmission system conditions are such that operations within first contingency criteria are not likely or possible due to forced outages or other conditions.  The advisory communicates that constraints exist and curtailments of energy transactions are likely.  The ISO will notify all Control Areas and post it on the OASIS.  Host Control Areas will notify appropriate Generation and Load Entities and transmission providers.  During operations under an advisory, the ISO may order Emergency Assistance to alleviate constraints.  Such action may be taken when the affected Transmission Provider(s) and Load Entity(ies) assure(s) the ISO that all that can be done has been done.  The ISO will consider the delivery of Emergency Assistance from the most effective source to minimize the amount by which transfer limits must be exceeded.





TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY ALERTS





Transmission Emergency Alerts will be issued by the ISO when forced outages or other abnormal operating conditions occur which require operations outside first contingency transfer limits.  The ISO will notify all Control Areas and post it on the OASIS.  Host Control Areas will notify appropriate Generation and Load Entities and transmission providers.  Identified corrective or Redispatch actions, including purchase of Responsive Reserve from sources outside the troubled area, shall be implemented.  To minimize the effects upon the ERCOT System, all Entities will identify and prepare to implement actions, including restoring outaged lines as appropriate and load shedding.  The ISO will order Emergency Assistance as appropriate.





a.	TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY ALERT LEVEL 1





This alert is declared by the ISO for local and/or low-level conditions such as transfers constrained within one Control Area.  The Alert signifies operations beyond first contingency limits and accompanying increased risk to a limited area or to a limited amount of load





b.	TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY ALERT LEVEL 2





This alert is declared by the ISO for conditions involving transfers and loads in two or more Control Areas.  Significant generating capacity deficiencies may result without the power transfers.  





c.	TRANSMISSION EMERGENCY ALERT LEVEL 3





This alert is declared by the ISO for severe conditions affecting large portions of the ERCOT System or conditions putting large amounts of load at risk.  





In announcing its declaration of Transmission Emergency Advisory(ies) or Alert(s), the ISO will issue the following statement (including the portions within parentheses as appropriate):





“The ISO is declaring a Transmission Emergency (Advisory or Alert Level X) for ERCOT in (describe the area) effective (date and time).  Each Control Area and, through the Control Area(s), each Generation and Load Entity and transmission provider will suspend appropriate switching activities and power plant or transmission maintenance unless coordinated with and approved by the ISO until the (Alert or Advisory) is terminated by the ISO.”
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