APPENDIX VI.B. – INTER-CONTROL AREA TELEMETRY GUIDELINES
6.
Maintenance and Restoration

a.
Test Equipment


Test equipment and test standards intended to be used for the calibration of telemetry equipment shall be certified to values of accuracy and precision which are equal to or better than the accuracy of the equipment under test.


b.
Calibration of Standards


All test standards shall be calibrated at least once every year and supplied with the appropriate correction factors.



Note:  All correction factors shall be obtained by comparison against a laboratory standard, the accuracy of which is traceable to the National Bureau of Standards.


c.
Responsibility


It is the joint responsibility of interconnected parties to insure that restoration and maintenance of equipment is done on a timely basis so that the accuracy meets or exceeds that which is specified in these guidelines.  Interconnected Control Areas should agree on the response obligations for each interconnection.  A list of the interconnections between adjacent Control Areas describing the agreed to response obligations should be provided to the ERCOT ISO and Control Area Operators for their reference.


Immediate response should be expected for the loss of a major bi-directional interconnection where all telemetry is lost.



Next working day response is appropriate for unidirectional interconnections that can be easily and accurately estimated.  Next working day response is also appropriate for major bi-directional interconnections where either the primary or back-up telemetry source is available. 

d.
Disputes


Where a dispute over the accuracy or performance of any telemetry equipment or its input equipment exists, the interested parties may request a comparison of standards and/or a joint calibration of affected equipment.


e.
Frequency of Testing


All telemetry equipment at interchange points shall be tested at least once every year or on a time period mutually agreed upon by the interconnected parties.


f.
Notification


Telemetry and Operations personnel of all affected parties should be notified at least 48 hours in advance, or at a mutually acceptable advance notice, prior to any calibrations or maintenance. In emergency conditions, the owner of the telemetry installation may make necessary repairs with notification to affected parties within 24 hours.  Copies of the repair and calibration records shall be forwarded to all involved parties.
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