ROS Summary Report to TAC for July 7, 2005

OGRR Recommended for TAC Rejection:

OGRR 164 – Responsive Reserve MW Limit – Addresses Potomac Economics’ Recommendation No. 13 which changes the limit of RRS on an individual Generation Resource from 20% of Net Generation Capability to 20% of Net Generation Capability or 50MW, whichever is greater. ROS recommends rejection of this OGRR for the reliability concerns expressed in the posted comments of ERCOT and the PDCWG. 

· Greater risk of firm load shed – This OGRR would increase the amount of a unit’s capacity that can be counted as Responsive Reserve above 20%, which would require fewer units on line resulting in less available governor response. This would lower the capability to stabilize frequency above the firm load shed frequency point.
· Greater risk of not meeting the NERC DCS event requirement – Currently ERCOT is required by NERC to be able to recover frequency within 15 minutes after a DCS frequency event. Increasing the amount of Responsive Reserve that can be carried on a single unit will result in fewer units on line and an overall reduction of ERCOT’s ramp rate capability, which will increase the risk of noncompliance with NERC.
Update of PRR 586 – SCE Performance and Regulation Cost Re-allocation - referred to ROS to frame the issue, determine any unintended consequences, and revise as needed. The PDCWG has had four meetings regarding this PRR and prepared a response for the June ROS meeting. ROS has asked for member comments to the PDCWG report and will review them during the July 14th ROS meeting. The ROS response to PRS is due by the July 21st PRS meeting.

Operating Guide Revisions in comment period:

OGRR 163 - State Estimator Requirements  – TAC action item assigned to ROS. This OGRR includes sections 5 and 6 from the “State Estimator Observability and Redundancy Requirements” document, placed in the appropriate Operating Guide section as determined by OGRTF, outlining ERCOT’s requirements and exception process.  Comments regarding the exception process and timeline were posted on April 20th. Pending an impact analysis, expected to be a voting item at the August TAC.

OGRR 165 – Unit Telemetry Requirement – Addresses Potomac Economics’ Recommendation No. 14 meant to improve ERCOT’s wholesale market design.  This recommendation states that ERCOT should monitor a QSE’s ability to meet its Responsive Reserve Obligation in real-time.  Currently, capacity is monitored, but a unit’s ramp rate is not monitored.  This revision will incorporate a unit’s ramp rate and Automatic Generation Control (AGC) status in the data provided to ERCOT.
OGRR 166 – Double Circuit Contingencies - ERCOT currently deploys energy as if all double circuits would cause cascading outages 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This OGRR would allow ERCOT to continue counting double circuits as a single contingency when weather or studies dictate and always have sufficient generation to redispatch for security, but would save Congestion costs under normal circumstances.  Pending an impact analysis, expected to be a voting item at the August TAC.

OGRR 167 – LaaR Underfrequency Relay Interruption Time - Adds LaaR interruption total time limit of 30 cycles including all relay and breaker interruption times. Pending an impact analysis, expected to be a voting item at the August TAC.

OGRR 169 - Reporting of Reserve Capability Under Severe Gas Curtailments - Adds a requirement that Resources provide additional data describing their alternative fuel capability during the winter months. The additional data is necessary for determining the amount of MW that can be served from Resources in ERCOT in the event there is a severe weather condition that results in gas curtailments.  
OGRR 171 - Testing of Quick Start Units in the Balancing Energy Market - This OGRR establishes the test by which a quick start unit can demonstrate its ability to perform in the BES market, as required by PRR588.
Current ROS Activities:

· Reactive Testing Compliance

· QSE / TO Back-up Center Communications

· Review of PRR 586 

