PRR Comments


	PRR Number
	606
	PRR Title
	User Security Administrators and Digital Certificates

	
	

	Date
	June 16, 2005

	
	

	Submitter’s Information

	Name
	Jerry Jackson

	E-mail Address
	jjackson@firstchoicepower.com

	Company
	First Choice Power

	Company Address
	4100 International Plaza, Fort Worth, Texas 76109

	Phone Number
	817-737-1338

	Fax Number
	


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.
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	Comments


First Choice Power (First Choice) supports the intention behind formalizing the role of the User Security Administrator (USA) and the controls around issuing digital certificates. However, First Choice is concerned that the revisions, as submitted by ERCOT, have unintended consequences that can severely hinder a market participants ability to function in the ERCOT market. Specifically, First Choice feels that ERCOT’s submission creates a lack of flexibility for individual companies to determine the appropriate security and human resources functions for maintaining ERCOT digital certificates. 

First Choice asks ERCOT to address if the impetus for this PRR was a result of guidelines mandated by a governing or regulatory body for ERCOT. If so, what were those mandates and to what extent ERCOT is required to comply?

First Choice believes that the internal controls in place for issuing and renewing digital certificates from ERCOT, as well as, hiring employees are more than adequate. First Choice supports comments submitted by CenterPoint Energy and TEAM; however, the best course of action is for this PRR to be remanded to the appropriate sub-committee so that ERCOT and stakeholders can determine the appropriate procedures and protocols for the market.
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