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1. Old Business
· Line Ownership – Continued work on the part of TOs is required to identify and coordinate data submission for jointly owned and/or operated transmission lines (e.g., line ratings). ERCOT has posted the line and transformer data that they have received, including ownership and ratings, to the operations area of the secure web. TOs need to review the line data with focus on joint ownership and communicated and coordinated with co-ownership partners the responsibilities for and the submission of data to ERCOT for jointly owned transmission lines. NDSWG members agreed to work toward a goal of having all jointly owned transmission lines identified by the next meeting of the NDSWG on 12 July 2005 and to have most of the ownership coordination worked out. Members should be prepared to discuss exceptions to the goal so that the NDSWG can discuss and work together to determine what, if any, solution, plan, or action is needed to achieve full capture of line ownership data.
· Conditional Formatting of Data Forms – The ERCOT data forms have been modified to include conditional formatting of required fields and the addition of high and low side switch names connecting transformers and future data requirements for load to be discussed by the NDSWG (e.g., load roll-over, conforming and non-conforming load). ERCOT will send the new data forms to members for review and use. The new data forms should be used for new submissions of data to ERCOT on a trial basis. After this initial trial period of use, the NDSWG will discuss the structure and rules of use regarding these new data forms at the next NDSWG meeting on 12 July 2005. At that time, the NDSWG will work to finalize the structure and rules of use of the ERCOT data forms, including enforcement of the conditionally formatted required fields.
· Weather Zone Requirement – A question was raised in the meeting regarding the entry structure of Weather Zones for stations in the ERCOT data forms. ERCOT demonstrated and clarified that the weather zone fields on the data forms (e.g., station data) are formatted as a dropdown menu and conditionally required depending on the context of the data being submitted (e.g., station data, dynamically rated line data).
· Network Operations Model Change Schedule – A new Network Operations database model is brought on-line every two weeks. Implementation corrections to the Network Operations model identified by TOs will be incorporated into the database model brought on-line only if received by ERCOT on Wednesday of the week prior. Please note the distinction between corrections and new service requests (e.g., new equipment changes, etc.) that are still subject to at least a 30 day prior submission to the in-service date.
· Revision Sheet in Data Forms – ERCOT reiterated to members not to delete the revision sheet in the Data forms when submitting data.

· Weather Zone Map – ERCOT was asked whether there is available to NDSWG members a map if ERCOT defined Weather Zones. In a follow-up to the meeting, Curtis Crews of ERCOT directed members to the URL “http://www.ercot.com/Participants/loadprofiling/ProfileDecisionTree.xls” of a file that includes a map of Weather Zones.
· Readable One-lines – ERCOT reiterated that one-lines submitted as part of a service request package need to be readable.

2. AREVA MOTE (SCR 723) – Quick Start Introduction
Lee Caylor of ERCOT delivered a very good presentation on the AREVA Market Operations Test Environment (MOTE; SCR-723). MOTE provides subscribing TOs remote access to an environment of the ERCOT Energy Management system where the Network Operations database model and daily state estimator results are available for review and power flow analysis. The purpose of MOTE is to provide TOs with a tool that enables them to validate the integrity of the ERCOT Network Operations model and to perform studies that facilitate better coordination of network operations between the TOs and ERCOT. The following are salient points discussed in the presentation.
· Access to MOTE reserved for TOs only due to market sensitive data than can be gleaned from MOTE.
· MOTE is sized for 17 TOs at two login users each. Not all of the 17 TOs have requested access. Deployment is complete for those TOs that have requested access.

· ERCOT does not intend to provide comprehensive support to TOs in the use of MOTE. TOs can contact AREVA independent of ERCOT to arrange in-depth training if they wish.
· A State Estimator snapshot is stored periodically throughout every day and accessible to MOTE users for study.

· PSS/E dumps from MOTE are not supported, but the PSS/E dump that is posted by ERCOT in the Operations area of the Secure Web is equivalent to the OP_Basecase in MOTE (but with generation and load masked).

· MOTE users need to load an Ops_Basecase every time a database failover occurs to capture new changes to the Network Operations model. Daily topology changes will be captured in the Current Mote case. ERCOT will develop a communication path to provide scheduled failover dates/times.
· MOTE users need to change the passwords initially assigned to them by ERCOT. There are two login points for MOTE users to gain access to MOTE. The first is the CITRIX emulation client point and the second is the AREVA WebFG access point to MOTE. ERCOT was informed that MOTE users are able to change passwords in WebFG, but not able to change passwords in CITRIX. ERCOT will investigate and respond back to MOTE users on this issue.

· The NDSWG can serve as a forum for members to exchange knowledge in the use of MOTE.

3. ERCOT Compliance
· An issue was raised at the last NDSWG regarding compliance in providing data requested by ERCOT. A possible misunderstanding arose when a TO sent to ERCOT all the data that was available to the TO for a particular request, but not all of the data that was required or desired by ERCOT. The missing data needed by ERCOT was for an RTU that was non-existent.
· ERCOT Compliance reported that TOs will be contacted on occasion regarding compliance issues irrespective of TO interactions with other ERCOT internal organizations. ERCOT Compliance operates independent of other ERCOT internal organizations and is charged with enforcing compliance with protocols by TOs (and other Market Participants) as well as internal ERCOT organizations. TOs should view communications by ERCOT Compliance as a follow-up or “check and balance” in the business process relationship with ERCOT. The NDSWG requested that ERCOT Compliance communicate to the NDSWG on issues that are on their radar salient to the NDSWG so members can maintain a better awareness of these compliance issues and to better plan, manage, or communicate with ERCOT regarding these compliance issues (e.g., SE performance observability).
4. Model Comparison
· The next model comparison will be done by ERCOT on 1 July 2005, and subsequently distributed to NDSWG members.

· The Model Comparison will be a feature item on the next meeting of the NDSWG to be held on 12 July 2005.

· ERCOT stressed that NDSWG members should continue to work on submitting branch data in resolve of discrepancies identified in the model comparison effort. NDSWG members should revisit and plan resources in continued support of the Model Comparison effort.
· Particular focus should be fixed on resolving any unidentified (undetermined correspondence) transmission lines.

5. Process Improvements
· The NDSWG requested that ERCOT Compliance communicate to the NDSWG on issues that are on their radar salient to the NDSWG so members can maintain a better awareness of these compliance issues and to better plan, manage, or communicate with ERCOT regarding these compliance issues (e.g., SE performance observability, data submissions, etc.). 
· ERCOT stated that they need a single point of contact for SE related questions and coordination (e.g., anomalies, bad measurements, etc.). ERCOT may arrange this single point of contact on an individual TO basis.
6. New Business
· Future Load Model Requirements – ERCOT indicated to the NDSWG that efforts are underway to refine load models to include non-conforming load and load roll-over schemes. NDSWG members need to start considering this subject from a data submission standpoint and be prepared to discuss it at the next NDSWG meeting on 12 July 2005.
The next meeting of the NDSWG will be held on Tuesday, 12 July 2005 (Please note that the NDSWG meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 14 June 2005, is cancelled.)
Minutes submitted by: Michael Bailey.
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