Board Action Report


	PRR Number
	591
	PRR Title
	Switchable Unit Declaration

	Timeline

(Normal or Urgent)
	Urgent
	Action
	Approved

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	Section 1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information

Section 2.1, Definitions

Section 16.5.3, Requirements for Reporting and for Changing the Terms of a Resource Registration

	Proposed Effective Date
	June 1, 2005

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	N/A

	Revision Description
	This PRR defines switchable units and requires the responsible Generation Resource to report to ERCOT whether the unit is committed to another grid outside of ERCOT that would make it unavailable for capacity in the ERCOT market during the summer months.  Unit availability reporting is considered Protected Information.

	Overall Market Benefit
	A more accurate calculation of switchable units serving the ERCOT grid will yield more accurate projections and reserve calculations.

	Overall Market Impact
	

	Consumer Impact
	

	Credit Impacts:  Has the Credit Workgroup reviewed the PRR?  If so, are there credit impacts? (indicate Yes or No, and if Yes, include a summary of impact)
	Yes.  ERCOT credit staff and the CWG have reviewed PRR591 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· ERCOT posted this PRR on 4/5/05.
· On 4/7/05 PRS denied the request for urgent status through email vote.
· On 4/15/05 comments from Generation Adequacy Task Force were posted.

· PRS considered the PRR on 4/21/05.

· TAC considered the PRR on 5/5/05.

· The Board considered the PRR on 5/17/05.

	PRS Recommendation (indicate whether all segments were present for the vote, and the segment of parties that voted no or abstained)
	On 4/21/05 PRS reconsidered the request for urgency and, with all segments present, voted unanimously in support of urgency.  
Also on 4/21/05 PRS voted to recommend approval of the PRR as revised by GATF comments.   The motion carried with two opposing votes from the MOU segment and one opposing vote from the Coop segment.  All segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS discussion
	PRS discussed notification requirements imposed on generators by the PRR and the need for the confidentiality provision.

	TAC Recommendation (indicate whether all segments were present for the vote, and the segment of parties that voted no or abstained)
	TAC voted to recommend approval of PRR591 as submitted by PRS.  There was one opposing vote from the Municipal segment and four abstentions (Independent Power Marketer, IOU, and 2 from the Consumer segments).  All segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC discussion
	TAC discussed comments submitted by Constellation Energy, the non-binding nature of the data submitted, the possibility of gaming, the reliability and value of the information submitted and the applicability of outage scheduler data as an alternative source of information.  ERCOT confirmed that the data would be used in the calculation of the planning reserve margin.

	Board Action
	The Board unanimously approved PRR591 as recommended by TAC.


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions: To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely.  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and quantitative cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.  
	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	
	
	

	MARKET SEGMENT                      
	
	
	

	Consumer
	
	
	

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	
	
	

	LSE:
CR & REP
	
	
	

	QSE
	
	
	

	Resource
	
	
	

	TDSP
	
	
	


	Original Sponsor

	Name
	Kristy Ashley on behalf of Generation Adequacy Task Force

	Email
	Kristy.ashley@exeloncorp.com

	Company
	Exelon Corporation


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Description

	GATF 041505
	Consensus language modifying original PRR.

	Constellation Energy 042505
	Revising Section 16.5.3(5) stating that Resource Entities are not bound the report and may deviate from it to respond to commercial opportunities or operational needs.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.3.1.1
Items Considered Protected Information

“Protected Information” is information containing or revealing:

(1)
Schedule Control Error, as calculated by ERCOT, identified to a specific QSE, with the exception of Real Time SCE data that may be viewable on-site at ERCOT Facilities;

(2)
Bids or pricing information identifiable to a specific QSE, except as provided in 1.3.3(2)(b);

(3)
Status of Resources including but not limited to outages or limitations or scheduled or metered Resource data;

(4)
Resource Plans;

(5)
Energy and Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE;

(6)
ERCOT Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE, except for OOMC and OOME deployments as provided in Section 6.5.10, Out of Merit Capacity and Out of Merit Energy Services, items (10), (11) and (12);

(7)
Raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (Demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE;

(8)
Settlement Statements identifiable to a specific QSE;

(9)
Aggregated raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (Demand and energy), and number of ESI-IDs identifiable to a specific LSE;

(10)
Information related to generation interconnection requests, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available;

(11)
Resource specific costs, design and engineering data, with the exception of data provided pursuant to Section 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information;

(12)
TCR ownership, credit limits or bidding information identifiable to a specific TCR Account Holder;

(13)
Renewable Energy Credit account balances;

(14)
Credit Limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(15)
Any information not submitted to or collected by ERCOT pursuant to requirements of the Protocols or Operating Guides that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information provided to ERCOT in support of an RMR application according to Protocols Section 6.5.9, Reliability Must-Run Service;

(16)
Any Proprietary Customer Information unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of such information in a manner approved by the PUCT;

(17)
Any software, products of software or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(18)
QSE and TDSP backup plans collected by ERCOT in compliance with the Protocols or Operating Guides;

(19)
DC Tie information provided to TDSPs pursuant to Section 9.8.2, DC Tie Schedule Information; and

(20)
Any Texas SET transaction submitted by an LSE to ERCOT or received by an LSE from ERCOT.  This item (20) shall not apply to ERCOT in regard to its compliance with PUCT Rules relating to performance measure reporting, these Protocols, or any TAC approved reporting requirements.

(21)     Mothballed Generation Resource updates and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3, Mothball Generation Resource Time to Service Updates. 

· (22)  
The unavailability of Switchable Resources to the ERCOT System and supporting documentation submitted pursuant to Section 16.5.3(5), Requirements for Reporting and for Changing the Terms of a Resource Registration, except for reporting the aggregate capacity of Switchable Resources for Reserve Margin calculations.
2.1 
Definitions
Switchable Resource – A Generation Resource that can be connected to either the ERCOT Transmission Grid or a grid outside the ERCOT Region.
16.5.3
Requirements for Reporting and for Changing the Terms of a Resource Registration

In order to maintain its registration status, the Resource must keep the registration information up to date, pursuant to the following requirements:

(1)
A Resource may change its designation of QSE no more than once in any given three (3) day period.

(2)
The Resource shall include a written statement from the designated QSE acknowledging that the QSE accepts responsibility for the Resource’s scheduling and settlement transactions pursuant to these Protocols.

(3)
If a Resource’s representation by a QSE will terminate or the Resource intends to be represented by a different QSE, the Resource shall submit updated QSE representation information to ERCOT.  Within two (2) days of receiving notice, ERCOT will notify all affected parties, including the Resource’s current QSE, of the effective date of the change.

(4)
If a Resource receives notification from its QSE or from ERCOT that its current QSE intends to terminate representation, then the Resource must submit updated QSE representation information to ERCOT in accordance with this Section.  ERCOT’s systems will reflect the relationship between the Resource and its new QSE upon successful completion of all necessary testing, e.g., telemetry, SCADA and RTU (Remote Terminal Unit) points.  ERCOT will notify all affected parties (current QSE, new QSE, and affected Resource) of the effective date.

(5)
If a Resource Entity has a Switchable Resource with a requirement in the grid outside the ERCOT Region for the months of July through August (peak period), it shall report to ERCOT in writing on {within 7 days of the effective date of this section} and then annually by April 1, the days that the identified capacity will not be available to the ERCOT System during the peak period. 
Each Resource shall notify ERCOT within seven (7) Business Days of any material changes in the information included on its application, except as specified in Section 16.5.3 (5).
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