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	Comments


Obtaining information from generators regarding the expected operation date of units returning from mothball status is not only important for the purpose of estimating future reserve margins but also for the purpose of transmission planning.

It is in this second application, transmission planning, that the confidential treatment of this information raises the most concerns for TXU Energy.  Without the availability of this information, it would be impossible for market participants to accurately analyze the transmission system in future years.  This has implications not only on generators and loads currently operating in the ERCOT market but also on new generators that are seeking locations that would cause the least impact on the transmission system in terms of new transmission congestion.

In October 2004, the TAC approved, by acclamation, a methodology for the treatment of mothballed units in planning studies.  That methodology allowed for mothballed units to provide a firm indication of their expected return to service.  The information was not protected as confidential because it was, and is, important for the entire market to be able to use that information.  In fact, TXU utilized this option in January when it provided a public notice to ERCOT of its expected return to operation of several units scheduled for suspension of operation.  

Providing special confidential protection to the information gained from mothballed generation regarding their return to service is inconsistent with the treatment of in-service dates of new generators.  New or expanded generation is no longer considered confidential at the point in time that there is a signed interconnect agreement.  This transparency of providing this information to the Regional Planning Groups is equally important for the return to service of mothballed resources to effectively assess the resource impact on the transmission system. 
The PRR as it currently stands goes against ERCOT’s practice of ensuring transparency on items that impact the reliable and cost effective development of the ERCOT transmission system.  

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


 (Do not alter the current version of 6.5.9.3)
6.5.9.3
Mothballed Generation Resource Time to Service Updates

By May 1, 2005, and thereafter when changes occur, every Generation Entity that owns or controls a Mothballed Generation Resource shall report to ERCOT the estimated lead time required for each Mothballed Generation Resource to be capable of returning to service.
(Instead, insert NEW SECTIONS below) 
6.5.9.4
Mothballed Generation Resource Return to Service Expectation
By [insert date], and thereafter when changes occur, every Generation Entity that owns or controls a Mothballed Generation Resource shall report to ERCOT the expected return-to-service date for each Mothballed Generation Resource.
1.3.1.2 Items Not Considered Protected Information
 (6)
Mothballed Generation Resource Return to Service Expectation submitted pursuant to Section 6.5.9.4, Mothballed Generation Resource Return to Service Expectation.
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