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	Comments


CenterPoint energy offers the following edits (highlighted in aqua for clarity) to Section 7.2.1 of PRR589 in order to emphasize the following points which CenterPoint assumes are imbedded within the annual CSC/CRE selection process:

1. The annual reassessment of CSCs is not necessarily triggered by only changes to system topology, which although the term “topology” has not been defined, would imply that the CSCs can only be re-assessed on the basis of transmission-related changes. Projected generation changes should also be considered particularly if PRR 592 (Modify Shift Factor Calculation to Exclude Fixed Output Generators) passes.
2. Incumbent CSCs should be re-qualified each year even if they serve as a default for the initial set of Study Zones.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language



7.2.1
Process for Determining CSCs

ERCOT will reassess CSCs annually and will identify Congestion Zones based on the reassessed CSC’s by November 1 of each year.  ERCOT staff will use the following process to identify CSC’s:

(1)
By August 1, of each year, ERCOT staff will complete an analysis of Load flow data using the latest Steady State Working Group Data Set A summer peak case and will determine expected operating limits, candidate CSCs and associated constraints to be used in the designation of CSCs for the upcoming calendar year using the following steps:

(a) 
Determination of new CSC candidates:
i. Candidate CSCs can be determined using transfer analysis between Study Zones.  Study Zones are groupings of buses used to test transfer limits using power system simulation tools.  These Study Zones can be either of the following: (1) reasonable approximations of the final Congestion Zones; Weather Zones, SSWG Areas or Zones; or (2) any grouping of buses by geographic region or generation/Load pocket.  Candidate CSCs will often be the contingency that repeatedly causes multiple limiting elements to reach 100% of their emergency rating at high transfer levels.  If a transmission line is repeatedly the limiting element under multiple contingencies it will be considered a CSC candidate.
ii. ERCOT will consider a directional transmission path or interface as a CSC candidate if the actual annual Congestion costs from the prior year exceed a threshold amount determined by the appropriate ERCOT subcommittee.  For this purpose, Congestion costs include the cost of any zonal Balancing Energy Service, RMR Service, OOMC Service, Replacement Reserve Service, OOME Service, or Resource-specific Dispatch Instructions used to resolve Congestion on that particular transmission path in that particular direction during the prior year.  ERCOT may also consider projected annual Congestion costs for the CSC designation year.  Since this type of data reflects past system topology and generation, ERCOT will also consider generation and transmission system changes expected to be in service in the CSC designation year.
(b)
If no new candidate CSCs are considered other than the immediately preceding year’s CSCs, then ERCOT shall use the Congestion Zones from the immediately preceding year as Study Zones.

(c) 
If new candidate CSCs are considered, then ERCOT shall calculate Shift Factors and perform cluster analysis based on the candidate CSCs to create Study Zones.

(d)
ERCOT shall perform system simulation studies with transfers between the Study Zones and find constraints on the transmission system to determine if candidate CSCs are appropriate for designation as CSCs.

(e)
ERCOT shall determine whether the candidate CSCs qualify for CSC designation based, in part, on the criterion that there must be a sufficiently competitive market to resolve Congestion on the transmission path to be considered for CSC designation.  For this purpose, a sufficiently competitive market will be deemed to exist if Generation Resources with greater than 10% or less than -10% shift factor impacts on the candidate CSC are owned by at least three unaffiliated Generation Entities.  Shift factors will be calculated using the zone on the directional “to” side of the CSC as reference.
1. 
2. 






(2)
CSC approval process:  The appropriate ERCOT Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Subcommittee will review the process followed above to determine if the list of constraints should be recommended for approval to the TAC and the Board.

(3)
Thirty (30) days prior to TAC review, a Non Opt-In Entity may request an exemption to its zonal placement by submitting a request to ERCOT for consideration.  ERCOT staff will evaluate the merits of the request and authorize the exemption based on the following criteria:
(a)
Exemptions shall not cause significant operational impact to the ERCOT System.  This will normally be satisfied if the request will not result in a change in the annual average Shift Factor for the original or requested Congestion Zone by more than five percent (5%) [1%?].   After the proposed move, the Zonal Shift Factor in each of the original and requested Congestion Zones shall be no less than ninety-five percent (95%) [99%?], and no more than one hundred and five percent (105%) [101%?], of its original Zonal Shift Factor before the proposed move.

Because only buses with generation have an impact on the calculation of Zonal Shift Factors, if no generation exists at a bus that is part of an exemption request, a token generator of one (1) MW will be placed at that bus to test the impact of moving that bus from one (1) zone to another.  This will be done to all buses that make up a request for exemption.  For example, if an Entity is requesting an exemption for five (5) buses and only one (1) bus has generation On-line in the Load flow case used to test the impact, one (1) MW of generation will be placed at the four (4) other buses and the impact of all five (5) buses on Zonal Shift Factors will be determined as a group as opposed to individually.  The Load flow case used to determine this impact will be the same Load flow case used to calculate annual TCR quantities.

(b)
Exemptions shall not have a commercial impact/gain for the requestor.  This will be measured by whether or not the scheduling which would otherwise result would be eligible for Pre-assigned Congestion Rights.
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