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	Comments


ERCOT actively participated in the Texas Test Plan Team (TTPT) discussions regarding the development of an automated testing system.  During these discussions ERCOT assisted with understanding and gathering the requirements for the system.  In support of this effort, ERCOT has gathered some data that helps to substantiate the need for an automated testing system.

ERCOT has analyzed the failures experienced in the most recent flight of testing, Flight 0105, and determined that 44.1% of them could have been avoided had an automated testing system been in place and used by the testing Market Participants.  Results are as follows: 

	Description
	Qty

	Invalid Tx SET segment
	1

	Invalid Tx SET Bill Type
	1

	ANSI failure for invalid element seperator
	1

	Invalid Tx SET lowercase in BGN02
	10

	Invalid Tx SET MEA value
	1

	Invalid Tx SET Zip Code format
	1


By error type, the above listing represents 27.3% of the transactional errors in the flight.  By error quantity, this listing represents 44.1% of the transactional errors in the flight.

Over an eleven month period between April 2003 and March 2004, there were 2432 files tested against the automated testing system that existed at that time.  This represents 221 files per month and indicates that Market Participants used the automated testing system to verify their transactions prior to moving systemic changes into production.  
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