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	Comments


· Improve the quality of transactions transaction formatting problems in the middle of testing flights, where many MPs could be delayed because of one MPs failure to comply with Tx SET EDI standards.  ERCOT has been asked to provide error statistics.  ERCOT will track during flight 0105 and provide an error percentage that could have been caught by an Automated Test System.  ERCOT will report back at the end of flight prior to TAC submission.  [Comments:  AEP, TNMP, Centerpoint and TXUED support an automated testing system for the purposes of transaction validation. This transaction validation is referred to "Sample Transaction Testing".  Sample Transactions Testing should be completed prior to Day 1 of the current Market Test Flight for all existing and new market participants for a new release.  For an existing release, new market participants should complete Sample Transactions Testing before Day 1.

· Improve the quality of the data in the ERCOT marketplace – Market participants will use automated testing to verify internal system changes that do not require market testing.  [Comments: Market Participants choosing to do so may use automated testing to verify internal system changes.]
· Reduce the effort required to complete certification testing for all MPs, decreasing the costs associated with market testing, and increasing market savings - Current testing protocols require significant resource commitments from all MPs and from ERCOT.  It is hoped that an automated testing system will help reduce the number of dedicated testing resources.  ETOD served as the primary certification tool in Tx SET versions 1.4, 1.5, & 1.6 for 3 TDSPs.  Feedback from those parties was that the system used at that time met their requirements while reducing costs.  [Comments: Since the previous automated testing tool, known as ETOD, was not used by Centerpoint or TXUED as the primary testing tool, those parties cannot testify as to its benefit.  If an automated testing tool is developed, Centerpoint and TXUED will only use the tool for transaction validation and continue to rely on end-to-end testing for Market Certification of systems and Market Processes.  Centerpoint and TXUED continue to support end-to-end testing with CRs in order to ensure a proper response transaction created timely from the receipt of an initial transaction.  These linkage and timing requirements help protect Market Processes.
AEP/TNMP did use ETOD (Simulated TDSP Certification Testing) for three Tx. SET tests (V1.4, V1.5, V1.6) and have documented reduced labor hours because of ETOD. 
AEP/ TNMP would like additional functionality beyond transaction validation (Simulated TDSP Certification Testing).  AEP/TNMP would like to use a future version of the Automated Testing Tool to support testing scripts when the test flight is a non- TX SET release with their testing partners
AEP/TNMP will continue to support end-to-end testing for new TX SET releases]

· Improve the ‘time-to-market’ for new REPs or REPs entering new TDSP territories, enhancing competition in the market – An automated testing system could be used for certain scenarios that would otherwise require End-to-End certification testing.  These Testing scenarios (Tracks) could include business functionality and changes in service territories.  This would improve the CR’s time-to-market when implementing these changes.  In addition, the use of automated transaction verification should reduce the need for contingency scripts which could also improve the time to market.  [Comments: AEP, TNMP, Centerpoint and TXUED continue to support a flight schedule incorporating four flights per year as well as supporting testing as included in the current version of the TMTP.

Centerpoint and TXUED believe it is doubtful that a testing tool can be developed to the extent that all Market Processes including billing and payments and other complex processes can be fully tested as sufficiently as they are today.  AEP and TNMP believe it is doubtful that billing, payment and point to point functionality are candidates for this test tool.  However, the majority of the transactions that flow through ERCOT could be sufficiently tested using this automated tool.  This is based on the benefits experienced by AEP and TNMP when using the Simulated TDSP Certification Testing functionality that was in the previous ETOD system, and used by AEP and TNMP for non-Tx. Set release flights, for versions 1.4,1.5 and 1.6. 

Detail in the “Time to Market” section implies that all Market Process testing could be done outside a test flight.  Even after the development of a testing tool, this concept would not be supported byAEP, TNMP, Centerpoint and TXUED.  However, AEP and TNMP can testify to the reduced labor costs by using the Simulated TDSP Certification Testing functionality that was in the previous ETOD system, and used by AEP and TNMP for non-Tx. Set release flights, for versions 1.4,1.5 and 1.6. 

AEP, TNMP, Centerpoint and TXUED agree with the following:
· Prior validation tool required a separate maintenance plan for the Paperfree maps that supported it.  This effort was above that of modifying the certification environment used for end to end market testing.

· Market participants need a method for validating their transactions prior to testing them.

· Market participants need a method for testing transactions when they make system changes and coordinated testing is not required.
· New market entrants need an outlet to obtain samples of inbound transactions to test their systems’ ability to accurately process those transactions prior to market testing.  This will assist in making the market testing run more smoothly and will mitigate the potential for delays in market test flights.
[Comments: AEP and TNMP would like to include in the “Issue” language that the tool should be developed to support using the tool for certification testing in flights not involving a new TX SET release.  It would be used concurrently with end-to-end scripts in each of the flights.  

The Validation Tool would be Phase I.  The point, made above by AEP and TNMP, regarding the tool’s use for non-TX SET release certification can be included in Phase I or future phases, but feasibility is needed and should be identified in the current proposal.

AEP, TNMP, TXU ED, and Centerpoint suggest that ERCOT be included in the transaction validation routine for new TX SET release flights.

Availability and support of this tool would be during business hours on business days (M-F 8am-5pm).  This places a limitation that might prove counterproductive.

TXU ED, AEP, TNMP and Centerpoint agree that the title File Transfer Protocol Requirements should be changed to Technical Connectivity Requirements.]
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