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	Comments


TXU Energy supports the changes proposed in this PRR.  Our comments below reflect some wording changes to better reflect the intent, in particular, keeping the language that defines what a Black Start resource is, namely, a resource that can “start without a connection to the ERCOT transmission grid”.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


Section 22

Attachment A

Standard Form Black Start Agreement

Section 9. Payment.

A.
For the transfer of any funds under this Agreement directly between ERCOT and Participant and pursuant to the Settlement procedures for Ancillary Services described in the ERCOT Protocols, the following shall apply:

(1) Participant appoints ERCOT to act as its agent with respect to such funds transferred and authorizes ERCOT to exercise such powers and perform such duties as described in this Agreement or the ERCOT Protocols, together with such powers or duties as are reasonably incidental thereto.  

(2)
ERCOT shall not have any duties, responsibilities to, or fiduciary relationship with Participant and no implied covenants, functions, responsibilities, duties, obligations or liabilities shall be read into this Agreement except as expressly set forth herein or in the ERCOT Protocols.


B.
Hourly Standby Fee Payments. ERCOT shall pay Participant the Hourly Standby Fee as described below, except as specified otherwise in Section 7 above. 

(1)
Availability

a.
“Available” means, with respect to a given hour, that; 
Participant has declared, in its Availability Plan, that the Black Start Resource is able to  start without a connection to the ERCOT Transmission Grid. 

b.
The Black Start Resource is not “Available” if

1. the Black Start Resource utilizes a power pool outside of ERCOT to start  and the transmission path(s) between the Resource and the other power pool is not available due to  an outage; or
2. the Black Start Resource utilizes a power pool outside of ERCOT to start but fails to maintain a firm standby supply contract for that power pool; or
3. the Black Start Resource has failed a black start test, as described in the ERCOT Protocols or Operating Guidesand has not passed a subsequent black start test; or
4. the Black Start Resource has failed to start when required under this Agreement, and it has not  passed a subsequent black start test.  

c.
At its option, ERCOT may use the Black Start unit’s Resource Plan as the source of Black Start availability information instead of the Availability Plan.
(2)
“Hourly Rolling EAF” means, with respect to a given hour, the quotient (expressed as a percentage) of (a) the number of hours, including the given hour and the immediately preceding 4,379 hours, in which the Black Start Resource was Available, divided by (b) 4,380; provided that, to the extent that 4,379 hours have not elapsed since the Start Date (the difference between 4,379 and the hours that have elapsed being referred to herein as the “Assumed Hours”), the Black Start Resource shall be deemed, for purposes of this calculation, to be Available for the Assumed Hour.  A Force Majeure Event is treated the same as any other cause for unavailability for the purposes of calculating Hourly Rolling EAF.
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