COMPLIANCE REPORT TO ROS

Nov. 7, 2004

1) ERCOT Frequency Control Related Issues:   Compliance staff is working on report and followup to the August 18th DCS event.  Regulation and PRR525 scores are still in preparation; information will be forwarded, as will the October CPS1 scores.  We are also examining effects of  PRR549 (Permissive control exclusions granted when QSE error is favorable to frequency deviation).

2) Transmission Security Issues:  

a. No apparent NERC Interconnect Reliability Limit (IROL) violations in October.

b. The project for a historian for Real Time Contingency Analysis is slowly moving ahead, several meetings to finalize requirements planning were held recently.

3) Resource Plan Performance Metrics – ERCOT began providing PUCT with scores.  

4) NERC Issues – 

a. Work continues on NERC Northeast blackout follow-up activity, specifically on tasks within ERCOT, here is the status of work involving ROS or working groups to address issues related to the NERC Board recommendations for September reporting:

i.  SPWG members have completed their initial response on Zone 3 relays.  An OGRR for adding GPS time synchronization to fault recording devices will be developed at their Nov. meeting.

ii. DWG discussed NERC Blackout recommendation on event simulation and model validation.  OGRR’s to request governor and exciter model validation should be part of ERCOT’s overall response.   There is currently no requirement for event simulation.   NERC asked for each Regions response by February 2005, although no specific review process at NERC is established at this time.   

b. One measure in the 2004 compliance program involves re-assessment of existing undervoltage load shedding; this will apply to AEP, BPUB and MVEC and will need to be completed by the end of 2004.   These companies have been asked to either jointly or individually review their UVLS installations.

c. Development of NERC Organizational Standards continues through the transition and blackout recommendations.  
i. The second draft of the NERC Version 0 Reliability Standards closed for comments on October 15, 2004.  It is now posted for 30 days review prior to balloting. See it at:  www.nerc.com/~filez/standards/Version-0.html.   One major hurdle was settled around the functional model term Reliability Authority – the Rev 0 standards will use the term Reliability Coordinator.

ii. Workshops on the NERC cyber security standard are planned for January.  This standard was posted for comment through Nov 1, 2004 to replace the so-called “Urgent Action” standard now in place.    It is likely, but not certain, that this standard will be applied to TDSP’s and QSE’s; the present standard has only been applied to ERCOT as a control area.   LCRA and Tenaska personnel (Mike Allgeier and John Varnell, respectively) have been involved in the drafting process.  For details see:  http://www.nerc.com/~filez/standards/Cyber-Security-Permanent.html.

5) Investigations – other than the August 18th event that has turned out to be a DCS violation, no other events are under review.   We have not identified anything in October that merits investigation.  

6) Audits – 

a. ERCOT Compliance conducted 3 audits of transmission operators related to NERC compliance measures; one more is planned.   Annual self-certification forms were sent to companies not audited on Nov. 5, as in prior years.  These forms are requested back to ERCOT by Dec. 17th.   

b. ERCOT Operations and Compliance personnel are also assisting NERC “readiness” audits outside of ERCOT;  Mark Henry is at one such audit this week.  Inclusion of  TDSP companies and QSEs in ERCOT’s audit (Nov. 2005) will be discussed this month by NERC Compliance Managers.

Mark R. Henry, ERCOT Compliance

mhenry@ercot.com



































































