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	Comments


There are times when ERCOT issues upward instructions by way of Unit Specific Dispatch that could cause a QSE to not be able to provide its Ancillary Service Obligation(s). When a QSE assesses its ability to carry Ancillary Service Obligations, it does so via business practices that may require purchases of Ancillary Services or an additional unit start to provide the services. The QSE also will assess its ability to bid into the market any additional Ancillary Services it has to sell meeting all ERCOT requirements and the QSE’s economic criterion. Once this decision is made and cleared in the Market, it is binding to that QSE, and should also bind ERCOT to recognize the QSE’s compliance. It should be an ERCOT decision to maintain the QSE’s requirement or use the QSE’s Ancillary Service(s) capacity for other reasons. In either event, the QSE would be deemed to be in compliance with its original obligations and no performance issue would come into play as long as the QSE would have been in compliance prior to the ERCOT Dispatch.

With that, I am offering a friendly comment to replace PSEG TX-Gen’s comment, which I believe captures that same intent without having to neither add new definitions nor cause financial harm to a QSE because of an ERCOT deployment.

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language



1.1 

-
6.6.4
Obligations to Honor Ancillary Services Commitments

The Ancillary Service Obligations from the schedule submitted prior to the close of the Adjustment Period are binding commitments of the QSE to ERCOT.  If ERCOT issues Resource-specific OOME or due to an Unusual Event, Balancing Energy Dispatch Instructions to a QSE that causes the QSE to not be able to Supply its Ancillary Service Obligation(s), then ERCOT shall issue a VDE that:

1) Relieves that QSE from having to provide the specific Ancillary Service(s) for specific intervals and the reason or,
2) Retracts the Dispatch given to the QSE so that the QSE may come back into compliance with their Ancillary Service Obligation(s).
-
6.10.6
Ancillary Service Deployment Performance Conditions

ERCOT shall determine the performance of providers of Ancillary Services under normal operating conditions.  ERCOT shall remove from consideration of average performance of a QSE any period during which any of the following events has occurred and which does not have a passing score.

(1)
The twenty (20) minute period where the QSE has experienced a Forced Outage causing an ERCOT frequency deviation of greater than 0.02 Hz;

(2)
The entire Settlement Intervals for all QSEs in which ERCOT has deployed Balancing Energy in response to an Unusual Event;

(3)
The entire Settlement Interval in which ERCOT has deployed Resource-specific OOME that results in - the inability of a QSE to meet its Ancillary Services Obligation(s) -. 

(-
(-4)
The period where ERCOT issues instructions to any QSE to be deployed at ramp rates in excess of bid ramp rates; and

(-5)
Certain other periods of abnormal operations as determined by ERCOT.

	PIP112: Add item #7 and 8 below to the list when BUL is implemented:

(7)
If requested by a QSE, the two scheduling hours following an instruction issued by ERCOT to recall previously deployed Responsive Reserve, Non-Spin or Balancing Energy Up Services provided from Replacement Capacity that is using qualified Load as the QSE’s Resource; and

(8)
Certain other periods of abnormal operations as determined by ERCOT.
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