ROS Summary Report to TAC for September 9, 2004

At this time, no OGRRs are Recommended for TAC Approval
Status of TAC Assignments for ROS

· Reliable Fuel Source Requirement – The Alternative Fuel Ad Hoc Task Force has had several conference calls with ERCOT Engineering to develop assumptions for the TAC regarding the requirement for reliable fuel resources. The results so far have been limited by the availability of data.

The Task Force has developed the following preliminary assumptions: 

· Winter Peak Load Forecast – all time winter peak January 24, 2003 

45,433 MW, with 5% severe weather adder 47,704 MW.

· Forced Outage Rate – 10.5 to 11%

· Gas Delivery – unavailable  - gas demand for cold weather events of 1983 and 1989 or the three peak days in February 2003 are not available. 
· Available Fuel Oil – unavailable – recent CDR produced limited response from Market Participants to survey questions regarding current dual fuel capability in ERCOT.  

· Total number of surveys sent 114. 

· Total number of responses 53  

· 13, of which, answered the dual fuel question of “Is this unit considered dual fuel, capable of running continuously on either fuel? (yes or no)".
· Number of dual fuel MW reported according to the 13 responses – less than 2000.

There is currently not enough information available to make recommendations to TAC on the alternative fuel source availability in ERCOT. 

· Mothballed Unit Recommendation – A joint ROS/WMS meeting was held on September 1, 2004 to address how mothballed units should be treated in ERCOT studies and power flow cases. ERCOT Transmission Services will distribute a draft document for comments to the ROS and WMS exploder recommending that a Reserve Margin of 12.5% be used as a trigger to include mothballed units that have not indicated a commitment to return by an earlier date in the planning process. The recommendation is on track for an October 1st resolution.
Confidentiality Issues Regarding System Events

The ROS discussed the processes needed to timely review system events from a reliability perspective and yet maintain the protected information disclosure requirements in the Protocols. The current Protocols allow appropriate task forces and working groups, whose members have signed a confidentiality agreement with ERCOT, to review performance data for abnormal system conditions or unusual events seven days after the applicable Operating Day. The ROS has agreed to use the Event Investigation Process, developed by ERCOT Compliance, to analyze significant events, however detailed event information cannot be reviewed by ROS for 180 days. The ROS discussed ways to expedite the reporting for reliability concerns including the signing of confidentiality agreements and/or changes to the Protocols.  

ERCOT Compliance will verify that mailing lists that discuss protected information have been restricted to only those who have signed the requisite confidentiality agreement. This responsibility was previously left up to the chair.

ERCOT Security Operations

The ROS endorsed the Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group’s recommendation to use the CPS1 performance measure instead of the SCE performance measure in order to analyze QSE performance in the periods before and after 0600 and 2200, where large SCE events continue to occur.  The ERCOT 15 minute monthly average CPS1 score for July was 143.64. (Anything over 100 is passing.) 

