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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.
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	Comments


TXU Energy questions the need for this PRR.  It is not clear why a new term, Transmission Facility Owner (TFO), is needed to clarify the responsibility for providing modeling data to ERCOT.  It would seem that the terms currently in the Protocols related to Transmission Facilities or services (Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and Transmission/Distribution Service Provider (TDSP)) could be used to clearly convey that responsibility.  TXU is concerned that introduction and substitution of this new term in the Protocols will have unintended consequences.  The current ERCOT Protocols were carefully crafted to ensure that the proper terms for Transmission Facility owners/operators were used in the appropriate ways.

This PRR also raises several questions:

· Are TFOs that are not TSPs (e.g., private owners of transmission substations) subject to the ERCOT Protocols?  If not, merely writing a Protocol that says they are may not be binding.

· What Entity is designated responsible for submitting changes/additions/removals to existing Transmission Facilities or registering original installation of new Facilities?

·  What is the difference between the role of a Transmission Service Provider and a Transmission Facility Owner?  

Furthermore, TXU Energy questions the need to change the term “TDSP” to “TSP” in all sections covered by this PRR.  There may be some inadvertent consequences of such a change that could be significant.  For example, in Section 12.4.4.2.2, the term “TDSP” is changed to read “TSP” and further implies that only TSPs are required to submit “(1) Retail consumption data”.  Clearly, the term should be TDSP, since TSPs typically do not have access to retail consumption data unless they are also a DSP.  The current ERCOT Protocols were crafted using the term “TDSP” for specific reasons and care should be taken if changes to that term are made.  We are also concerned with the use of the term TFO in lieu of TSP and how such a change might impact other areas of the Protocols.

TXU Energy more closely agrees with some of the comments filed by Center Point Energy except where Center Point maintains the changes suggested by LCRA as noted above.

TXU does not support this PRR without additional clarification and justification of need.
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