Recommendation for Multi-Day Scheduling Capability at ERCOT

WMS has requested that a recommendation for a multi-day scheduling function be drafted for consideration.  Following is a brief discussion of current capabilities and key elements of the proposed functionality.

Current Capability

Current functionality according to the Protocols is limited to the opening of a 2 day market if determined necessary by ERCOT and the clearing of both days simultaneously.  This process has not been executed or tested since 2001.  Market Participants expressing interest in multi-day scheduling have indicated this functionality is not desirable because the maximum window of 2 days is insufficient and the simultaneous clearing of both days is undesirable.

Proposed Capability

The essence of the request is for ERCOT to set up a data repository of some sort that can receive and validate submitted data for future operating days for which a market has not yet been opened.  As ERCOT opens markets each day the relevant data from the repository would be pulled into the ERCOT’s EMMS system.

Key points:

· Submission of schedules up to “x” days prior to operating day
· Value of “x” to be determined
· Up to 30 days seems reasonable

· Clearing of individual operating days (i.e. maintain current process)

· Data validity testing (similar to current process)

· This is critical in order to reduce need for last minute corrections

· Ability to submit:
· Balanced schedules

· Resource plans

· Balancing energy bids

· Ancillary service bids and/or purchase of all obligation from ERCOT

· Replacement bids

· Protocol revisions allowing this capability need to be formulated and approved

· Clearing should remain limited to the next operating day (as we do currently)

Justification

There are several justifications for this capability:

· Giving market participants the ability to input schedules early will allow for this data entry to occur at a time that conflicts least with other business priorities
· Provide data input flexibility in case of an emergency situation that impacts operations at QSE facilities 

· Allow more flexibility for market participants who have skeleton staffs on weekends and holidays
