ROS Summary Report to TAC for April 8, 2004

OGRRs Recommended for TAC Approval:
· OGRR 144 – Tripping Generators for Low Frequency Events:  Clarifies the Operating Guide requirements for coordinating generation under-frequency trip points with firm load shed trip points.
· OGRR 146 – Annual Evaluation Forms for LaaRs Providing Ancillary Services:  This specifies annual testing requirements for LaaRs as required by the Protocols and provides annual testing forms.
TAC Assignment for ROS

ROS has submitted PRR 504 Resource Derating Clarification as a follow up to the TAC assignment regarding PRR 425 Section 8 Outage Coordination. The PRR is available for comment and should be considered at the April 23rd PRS meeting.

SCR 723 Remote Access to ERCOT Network 

ROS requested the Network Data Support Working Group investigate the status of SCR 723, which was approved in 2002 and given a priority of 2.1. ROS expressed concern regarding the priority level of this SCR and considers it an important tool to find and correct problems in ERCOT’s network analysis software. The issue was brought up at PRS and the SCR’s priority has been recommended to be increased to 1.2.

Under-Frequency Load Shedding Time Delay

ROS approved language for the Under Frequency Load Shed Time Delay to be no more than 37 cycles including relay and breaker operation times. An OGRR will be developed to incorporate that change. The System Protection Working Group was assigned to conduct a feasibility assessment of including estimated breaker operation time in the 20-cycle requirement for LaaRs providing Responsive Reserve Service.

ERCOT Compliance

ERCOT Compliance gave a presentation on the August 7th event in the Rio Grande Valley when 5 generators tripped after a transmission fault. Approximately 375 MW of load and 450 MW of generation tripped. Most lost load was returned to service within 30 minutes. It was noted that there had been at least 2 to 3 failures of the same type of arrester on the AEP System that was involved in this incident.  All arresters of this type have now been removed from the AEP System. A final report will be provided at the April ROS meeting to summarize the events and any remaining action items. 

ROS reviewed the August 14, 2003 blackout recommendation that were released by the NERC Board on February 10th.  Compliance will tract the progress of the NERC Recommendations and provide updates for future review.  It is possible that several Operating Guide changes will be necessary and it is likely that various ROS working groups will need to address the relevant issues.

ERCOT Compliance provided a draft letter to ROS explaining Market Participants obligations in the ERCOT Protocols and Operating Guides related to responding to frequency excursions. The ROS determined that Compliance could wait to send the letter until after the ERCOT Board and TAC approves PRR 468 Frequency Response Requirements and Monitoring.

Generator Reactive Test Scheduling Procedures

A draft document outlining the process and considerations involved in generator reactive testing has been developed. A small group has been formed to merge all comments received on the document and distribute the amended procedure for consideration at the April ROS meeting.

Dynamics Ratings Task Force (DRTF)

The temperature adjusted ratings pilot program became effective for approximately 40 transmission lines on January 26, 2004.  The ratings for each of these lines are based on the next day’s forecasted high temperature. The pilot was originally scheduled to end in March, but the ROS voted to extend the effort until all issues are addressed and resolved.  ERCOT is developing a process for dealing with changes made to facilities included in the pilot program.

