PRS Recommendation Report


	PRR Number
	497PRR
	PRR Title
	Unavailable Units and RMR Agreements

	Recommended Action
	Approve as revised

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision (include Section No. and Title)
	Section 8.1.3.2, Resources

	Proposed Effective Date
	April 21, 2004 or immediately upon Board approval

	Priority & Rank Assigned
	N/A

	Summary of Impact Analysis
	No additional impacts.  This PRR reinstates the process which expires March 31, 2004 (in anticipation of approval of a new process to address this issue).

	Revision Description
	Restores the paragraph that added the requirement for ERCOT to follow an RMR evaluation and notice requirement for units unavailable for an extended period due to non-Outage reasons.  The paragraph expires on March 31, 2004. 

	Benefit
	Restores the evaluation and notice requirement until alternate Protocol language can be developed.  The language included in this PRR is identical to the language in PRR452 approved by the Board in October 2003.  The March 31, 2004 expiration date of the PRR452 language was intended to allow time for a new PRR that enhances the process in the PRR452 language.  Good progress has been made on a new PRR.  The RMR Task Force has almost finalized a draft for PRS consideration.  Failure to reinstate the language from PRR452 that expires on March 31 could adversely impact ERCOT’s ability to prevent critical generation units from exiting the system.



	PRS Recommendation
	PRS recommends approval as revised by PRS.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Bill Bojorquez

	E-mail Address
	bbojorquez@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Company Address
	

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-3036

	Fax Number
	


	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	Requires ERCOT to continue to conduct RMR evaluations for units that will cease or suspend operations for a period of greater than 180 days.
	None.
	Provides a mechanism to evaluate whether a unit that will cease or suspend operations for a period of greater than 180 days should be an RMR unit.

	MARKET SEGMENT                      
	
	
	

	Consumer
	
	
	

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	
	
	

	LSE:
CR & REP
	
	
	

	QSE
	
	
	

	Resource
	
	
	

	TDSP
	
	
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


{Reflects the baseline protocol language that will be in effect on April 1, 2004}
8.1.3.1
Transmission Facilities

TSPs must provide ERCOT a written Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage program in an ERCOT provided format for the next twelve (12) months updated monthly for a rolling twelve (12) month period.  Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage scheduling data for Transmission Facilities shall be kept current.  Updates must identify all changes to any previously proposed Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage and any additional Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage anticipated over the next twelve (12) months.  ERCOT will coordinate in-depth reviews of the twelve (12) month programs with the TSPs at least two (2) times a year.

8.1.3.2
Resources

Resource Entities must provide ERCOT a written Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage program for the next twelve (12) months, in an ERCOT provided format updated for a rolling twelve (12) month period.  Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage scheduling data for Resource Facilities shall be kept current.  Updates shall identify any changes to previously proposed Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages and any additional Planned Outages or Maintenance Outage anticipated over the next twelve (12) months.

Except for the occurrence of a Forced Outage, a Generation Entity must notify ERCOT in writing within three (3) Business Days of deciding that it will cease or suspend operation of a Generation Resource for a period of greater than one hundred eighty (180) days.  Such notice shall be in writing, and shall be deemed delivered in accordance with the terms of Section 22, Attachment E, Standard Form Resource Entity Agreement, of the Protocols.  On receiving such notice, ERCOT shall treat such notice as an application for RMR status and follow the RMR evaluation and notice requirements described in Section 6.5.9.1, Application and Approval of RMR Agreements.  If ERCOT determines that RMR status is required, the Generation Entity and ERCOT shall enter into good faith negotiations for an RMR Agreement.  During the evaluation and negotiations, which shall not exceed more than ninety (90) days in duration, from the time of initial notification to ERCOT, the Resource Entity must maintain such Resource(s) available for OOM Dispatch Instructions under Section 6, Ancillary Services.  If, after ninety (90) days of good faith negotiations, no consensus is reached with respect to RMR status or a corresponding agreement, the Generation Entity may suspend operations of the Resource.
	PRR Evaluation

	Non-ERCOT Market Comparison
	No Comparison conducted.

	

	Comments Author
	Comments Summary

	CNP
	Defer 497PRR until a new PRR is sponsored by the RMR Task Force.


	Revision Description
	Restores the paragraph that added the requirement for ERCOT to follow an RMR evaluation and notice requirement for units unavailable for an extended period due to non-Outage reasons.  The paragraph expires on March 31, 2004.

	Reason for Revision
	Restores the evaluation and notice requirement until alternate Protocol language can be developed.  The language included in this PRR is identical to the language in PRR452 approved by the Board in October 2003.  The March 31, 2004 expiration date of the PRR452 language was intended to allow time for a new PRR that enhances the process in the PRR452 language.  Good progress has been made on a new PRR.  The RMR Task Force has almost finalized a draft for PRS consideration.  Failure to reinstate the language from PRR452 that expires on March 31 could adversely impact ERCOT’s ability to prevent critical generation units from exiting the system.
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