ROS Summary Report to TAC for March 4, 2004

OGRRs Recommended for TAC Approval:
OGRR 141 – Section 2 Corrections and Clarifications:  Implements Protocol and Operating Guide reference corrections, and updates pre-deregulation language. 

OGRR 142 – DOE and NERC Reporting:  Clarifies the Operating Guide’s DOE/NERC reporting requirements.  Adds a QSE reporting requirement. Changes the reporting processes by having TDSPs and QSEs provide required disturbance data for DOE/NERC reportable events to the ERCOT Control Area Authority, who will distribute to the DOE and NERC.

Dynamics Working Group (DWG)

The DWG is continuing its review of the time delay issue for Automatic Underfrequency Firm Load Shedding (30 cycles) as compared to the time delay for high set underfrequency (20 cycles). The group will work with the System Protection Working Group to develop a recommendation for ROS approval. 

ERCOT Compliance

It was noted that 6 months has elapsed since the August 7th event in the Rio Grande Valley when 5 generators tripped after a transmission fault. ERCOT Compliance will develop a presentation on the August 7th event. Representatives from the Transmission Operators and generators involved will be asked to attend and respond to questions at the ROS meeting in March. 

Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG)

The PDCWG continues to review frequency events as ERCOT data becomes available. There appears to be a decline in turbine droop performance as indicated by a noticeable decline in frequency during the first minute of an event.  Some units are responding to the initial frequency spike, but are recalling the response too soon. There is concern if ERCOT were to experience a second event during frequency recovery because these Resources would be moving in the wrong direction. ERCOT Compliance was asked to draft a letter to Market Participants explaining their obligations in the ERCOT Protocols and Operating Guides related to responding to frequency excursions. The ROS will review the draft letter at its next meeting.

ERCOT Security Operations Report

The ROS continues to review SCE, particularly around 0600 and 2200, where large SCE events continue to occur

ERCOT Operations noted that there were over 2,000 ratings changed due to the implementation of OGRR 134. Some of these facility rating changes are significant and will have a major market impact on congestion management. ERCOT Operations is currently confirming these ratings with the appropriate Transmission Operator (TO). TOs were asked to inform ERCOT of any rating changes so that ratings would be used consistently. 

Generator Reactive Test Scheduling Procedures

A draft procedure has been developed and distributed to the ROS. This draft outlines the process and considerations involved in generator reactive testing. The ROS will consider the proposal at its March meeting.

Dynamics Ratings Task Force (DRTF)

The temperature adjusted ratings pilot program became effective for approximately 40 transmission lines on January 26, 2004.  The ratings for each of these lines are based on the next day’s forecasted high temperature. ERCOT Operations reported that the pilot program is working well. The ROS suggested that ERCOT compare inter-seasonal capacity before and after the dynamic ratings implementation. The DRTF is drafting a “strawman” to outline the permanent program. ERCOT agreed to develop a process for dealing with changes made to facilities included in the pilot program.

