ERCOT ROS Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG)

Scope

The Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG), reporting to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS), is responsible to coordinate development and maintenance of all network data to support operation of the ERCOT Interconnection.  The Working Group also is responsible to review operational data used by Market Participants and ERCOT.  The NDSWG will report to the ROS on a regular basis or as otherwise directed by the ROS.  

The functions of this Working Group include:

· Evaluate and recommend Protocol and Operating Guides Revisions necessary for all data related applications.

· Provide coordination for grid topology modifications and examine accuracy of the ERCOT network model, including changes of transmission equipment, resource interconnections, protection, and control schemes.

· Maintain and publish a list of operating contingencies, any limiting elements, any special protection systems, and remedial action plans involved.  The operating contingencies are the contingencies used in ERCOT’s daily security analysis and congestion management studies.  The limiting elements are most limiting transmission facilities and monitored in the real-time operations, which is consistent with the definition of Most Limiting Series Equipment Database found in the Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Procedure Manual.

· Establish and update voltage profiles at major transmission busses and certain local areas where voltage instability and/or voltage collapse are possible.

· Evaluate and recommend guidelines and standards for metering and telemetering requirements necessary for applications to the ERCOT Control Area and all Market Participant operations.  

· Provide definitions, coordination, and format of data requests for transmission to/from ERCOT as directed by the ROS and review ERCOT and Market Participant applications using data link automation, including ICCP, FTP, and XML.  

The ROS Chair, with ROS approval, appoints the NDSWG Chair.

NDSWG Membership consists of representatives appointed by the ROS, a representative from ERCOT, and an ERCOT staff member for administrative support.

When consensus cannot be achieved on an issue, it is presented to the ROS for disposition.

The chair of this NDSWG schedules meetings as required to discharge its responsibilities.
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