TIME-OF-USE SCHEDULES

IN COMPETITIVE CHOICE AREAS OF ERCOT

Overview





Profiling Working Group, January 2004
This document is intended to be an information source for Competitive Retailers (CRs) to use as an overview of the process of assigning, requesting and gaining approval of new Time of Use (TOU) schedules for retail customers in the competitive choice areas of ERCOT, using a TOU meter.  It applies only to TOU meters and not to customers metered with interval data recorders (IDRs), which have the ability to measure customer energy consumption down to the 15-minute level.  IDR meters may be adapted to TOU prices, but have separate data collection and tariff requirements than TOU meters. 

Time of Use price options are based on schedules for capturing energy consumption that are programmed into TOU meters.  New schedules for TOU must be approved by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT), have a meter program developed and installed into meters by the TDSP, and added to ERCOT systems for settlement purposes.  The following steps outline this process:  

1. CR determines whether one of the existing TOU schedules, which are published in the Profile Decision Tree document under the ERCOT website (http://www.ercot.com/Participants/loadprofiling.htm), will accommodate its planned price structure within a particular TDSP service area.  TOU schedules are TDSP-specific.

· If the TDSP’s TOU schedule will accommodate the CR’s price structure, proceed to Step No. 7.

2. CR develops a new TOU schedule to support its planned prices.  Schedule must be specific to TDSP service areas.

a. TDSP and ERCOT systems currently support a maximum of 4 energy registers or “buckets” (they may also register kW or kVA Demand as appropriate for each TDSP area).  Any proposed new TOU schedules requiring additional registers would have data implications for all market participants (ERCOT, CRs, TDSPs, QSEs, etc.).  Any additional count to the registers for TOU periods currently used in the ERCOT market would be subject to the ERCOT and Texas SET change control process.

b. CR must be sure that a meter is available to support the proposed schedule (see No. 7 below).

3. CR consults with appropriate TDSP(s) regarding proposal for new TOU schedules.  (The PUCT encourages a collaborative process in developing new schedules.)

4. TDSP and/or CR files petition(s) with the PUCT requesting approval of CR schedule for each appropriate TDSP service area.  

5. PUCT approves the new TOU Schedule for each requested TDSP service area.

6. CR submits newly approved TOU Schedule to ERCOT Profiling Working Group for addition to the TOU Schedules under the Decision Tree.  There is likely to be some time-lag in completing necessary system changes at ERCOT and any of the TDSPs where the new TOU Schedule is being implemented.

Once the new TOU schedule is implemented, all CRs then have access to the new schedule within the appropriate TDSP service area(s).

7. CR will notify the TDSP using market-approved transactions to identify which ESI IDs are requested to receive TOU meters capable of recording the kWh in the time periods specified under the new TOU schedule.       Meter ownership options are as follows:
a. CR may request a TDSP-owned TOU meter that supports the TOU schedule requested.  Applicable TDSP tariffs and/or discretionary fees apply.

b. Non-residential premises are eligible for a meter owned by the customer or the customer’s authorized agent, including a CR, subject to competitive metering provisions of the PUCT and ERCOT.  The meter must support the approved schedule and must be on the statewide Qualified Competitive Meter list.  Applicable TDSP tariffs and/or discretionary fees apply to the installation and removal of meter devices resulting from this request.

8. TDSP installs the appropriate TOU meter(s) programmed for the approved schedule.  

NOTE:  This document is not intended to circumvent any of the ERCOT market protocols, guides or TDSP Tariffs.  It is intended as a high-level overview and introductory guide only, and should not be treated as a comprehensive resource.  The ERCOT Protocols and Load Profiling Guides are continuously subject to change, and therefore may be more current than the information presented here.  If there is any variation between the information in this document and that contained in the Protocols or Guides, the Protocol or Guide language takes precedence.


