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3. Open Access to the ERCOT Transmission SYSTEM

3.1. Overview

Open access to the ERCOT transmission system will be provided to all Eligible Transmission Service Customers by transmission owning utilities and ERCOT in accordance with these protocols and the PUC Substantive Rules, Chapter 25, Subchapter I, Transmission and Distribution.

3.2. Eligibility for Transmission Service

Transmission service is available to all Eligible Transmission Service Customers. Energy and Ancillary Services may be transmitted on behalf of an Eligible Transmission Service Customer through the ERCOT System only if scheduled through a Qualified Scheduling Entity ("QSE").  A QSE must ensure that each Eligible Transmission Service Customer that it represents has all appropriate registrations, certifications, licenses or authorizations from the PUC or any other appropriate regulatory body.
3.3. Nature of Transmission Service

Transmission service allows Eligible Transmission Service Customers to deliver power from Generation Resources to serve their loads, using the transmission systems of all of the Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) in ERCOT, ERCOT shall permit transmission of energy and Ancillary Services into, out of or through the ERCOT Transmission System on behalf of all Eligible Transmission Service Customers subject to the provisions stated in these protocols including Scheduling and Congestion Management sections.

3.4. Payment for Transmission Access Service

Fees for cost recovery of transmission system embedded costs will be collected by transmission owners, as determined by appropriate regulatory authorities, outside of the collection and settlement process between QSEs and ERCOT. The ERCOT Data Aggregation System shall provide the billing determinants to the Transmission Service providers, as detailed in applicable Data Aggregation subsections of Section 10 of these protocols, that are needed for cost recovery of transmission use of service by Transmission Service Providers. [mention ERCOT fee here?]
3.5. Interconnection of New Generation or Load

All interconnections of new facilities shall be in accordance with the PUC Substantive Rules, Chapter 25, Subchapter I and these Protocols.  See Attachments ERCOT Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) and SGIA Procedures.

 Because of the complexity, interconnenction procedures should probably be their own section number in Protocols.  Currently provided as attachments.

� PUC Rules, Ch. 25, Section 25.191.





1

