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1.    Overview

1.1. Summary of Protocols Document

We still need a summary illustrating the role the protocol documents play, and the relative authority of the protocols and why some areas are relegated to Attachments. 

1.2. Purpose and Routine Duties of ERCOT

The major purposes of ERCOT are to: 

(1) ensure access to the transmission and distribution systems for all buyers and sellers of electricity on nondiscriminatory terms; 

(2) ensure the reliability and adequacy of the regional electrical network; 

(3) ensure that information relating to a customer's choice of retail electric provider is conveyed in a timely manner to the persons who need that information; and 

(4) ensure that electricity production and delivery are accurately accounted for among the generators and wholesale buyers and sellers in the region.   

(from PURA Sec. 39.151(a))

The duties of ERCOT are described in each of the relevant sections of these protocols. In summary, the following lists the core, routine duties to be performed by ERCOT. Each of these duties is to be executed in accordance with the applicable protocols as described in this document.

(1)
Evaluate ERCOT transmission system conditions and ensure the reliability of the ERCOT Transmission Grid in accordance with North American Electric Reliability Council/ERCOT reliability guidelines. 

(2)
Serve as the point of contact for initiation of transmission transactions and administer Transmission and Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) transmission tariffs. 

(3)
Supervise ERCOT transmission system planning and perform transmission system security studies, including those related to generation and load interconnection responsibilities.

(4)
Implement the scheduling protocols.

(5)
Deploy Ancillary Services, oversee operation of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and act as the ERCOT Control Area Authority.

(6)
Conduct auctions of Transmission Congestion Rights and implement Congestion Management of the ERCOT transmission system on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

(7)
Coordinate all planned outages of generation and transmission system facilities.

(8)
Perform settlement functions with Market Participants for all ERCOT-provided Ancillary Services.

(9)
Ensure validity and accuracy of all metering information used in ERCOT settlement process and coordinate the use of load profiling information. 

(10)
Provide all required information to Market Participants over the ERCOT Open Access Same-Time Information System.

(11)
Administer transmission and Distribution Loss accounting mechanisms.

(12)
Oversee certification and registration of market participants.

(13)
Implement and administer relevant renewable energy programs.

(14)
Support operation of the ERCOT market and administer Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) procedures as prescribed by PUC Rules.

(15)
Schedule ERCOT Intertie Interchange transactions.

(16)
Collect and maintain data for provision to the PUC including that related to customer registration, ISO operation, and market activities.

1.3. Rules of Interpretation

(1)
Capitalized terms used in the protocols shall have the meanings set out in Section 2, Definitions and Acronyms, of the protocols unless otherwise stated or the context otherwise requires;

(2)
If the provisions of any protocol or any other agreement to which ERCOT is a party conflict with the provisions of the protocols, the protocols shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency:

(3)
In the protocols “includes” or “including” shall mean “including without limitation”;

(4)
In the protocols, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) the singular shall include the plural and vice versa;

(b) reference to a Section, Attachment, Appendix, Service Schedule or protocol shall mean a Section, Appendix, Service Schedule or associated protocol of the protocols;

(c) references to any law shall be deemed references to such law as it may be amended, replaced or restated from time to time;

(d) any reference to a day, week, month or year is to a calendar day, week, month or year unless otherwise noted;

(e) any reference to time is to prevailing Central Prevailing Time; the 24-hour clock is used.

Unless otherwise stated, any reference to a document to which ERCOT is not a party is a reference to the version of that document that was in force on the effective date of the protocols.


