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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	No staffing or operating impacts; impacts to business processes are negligible as this PRR is a clarification to incorporate current processes and current PUCT Substantive Rule language into Protocols.
	No computer system impacts.
	Reflects current processes and clarifies language for incorporation of current PUCT Substantive Rules.

	MARKET SEGMENT
	
	
	

	Consumer
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	LSE:
CR & REP
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	QSE
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	Resource
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	TDSP
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.


	Comments


ERCOT suggests that Section 18.8, Adherence to the Load Profiling Guides, which was proposed as a new section, should be deleted in its entirety.  Inclusion of this section creates a conflict in precedence between the Protocols and the Load Profile Guides.  In addition, ERCOT submits the following clarifications to the original PRR language.  

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language




18.2.8.1 Samples

ERCOT will review load research sample validity (e.g. difference-of-means test) at the following times: 1) every year, and 2) when discrepancies (such as excessive UFE) or disputes warrant.

When ERCOT implements its own load research Sampling, ERCOT will monitor and review this Sampling in accordance with ERCOT Protocols and the most current Association of Edison Illuminating Companies (AEIC) Load Research manual.

ERCOT may request the TDSPs to submit available class load research data and supporting sample IDR data to ERCOT as frequently as every six (6) months, or at other times as situations warrant. 

18.2.11.1 ERCOT Sampling Responsibilities

ERCOT is responsible for the development and maintenance of Load Profiles used in the ERCOT market.  .ERCOT shall follow the Load Profiling and Load Research rules and procedures as specified in PUCT Substantive Rule 25.131, available at http://www.puc.state.tx.us/rules/subrules/electric/index.cfm.

18.2.11.2 TDSP Sampling Responsibilities

The TDSPs’ load research data is critical for Load Profile development by ERCOT from market open through implementation of an ERCOT load research program.  TDSPs, other than Non-Opt In Entities, shall provide available load research data when requested by ERCOT. 
The TDSPs, other than Non-Opt In Entities, shall provide ERCOT at least one (1) year notice of any significant change in the status of the TDSPs load research programs.
TDSPs shall address the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee as a forum for their input in the development and refinement of Load Profiles.  

TDSPs shall follow the rules and procedures as specified in PUCT Substantive Rule 25.131.    



ERCOT may request from TDSPs, and such TDSPs shall provide, the most current load research data reasonably available to aid in the development or refinement of Load Profile models, subject to Section 18.2.9, Adjustments and Changes to Load Profile Development. 

18.3.3 Load Profiles 

ERCOT will publish Load Profile data from the profile creation process, in accordance with Section 18.2.7, Daily Profile Creation Process to the Market Information System and through the common API.  Load Profile data will be made available to Market Participants for a period of two (2) years. 

ERCOT will post to the Market Information System by 1000 each Business Day and forecasted Load Profiles for the three (3) following days for each Load Profile Type and Weather Zone.  Backcast profiles for each Load Profile Type and Weather Zone will be available by 1000 of the second Business Day following the backcast day.  No data will be provided that will allow identification of individual Customers.
18.4.2   Reserved.  

18.4.3 Load Profile ID Assignment 
ERCOT and the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee shall review the Load Profile ID assignment process on an annual basis; make recommendations for enhancements and evaluate the integration of the validation and assignment processes.

Should there be any change in Load Profile ID assignment to any ESI ID, it will be the responsibility of the TDSP to submit those changes to ERCOT.

18.5.1 ERCOT Responsibilities 

ERCOT will develop, administer, and maintain Load Profiles in accordance with these Protocols.  Disputes related to the accuracy or appropriateness of Load Profiles shall be handled in accordance with Section 9.5, Settlement and Billing Dispute Process 

18.5.3 Competitive Retailer Responsibilities
Competitive Retailers shall use the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee as a forum for their input in the development and refinement of Load Profiles.

Competitive Retailers shall be responsible for reviewing any assignment of Load Profiles to ESI IDs they represent. 

18.6.3 Adherence to Interval Data Recorder Requirements


Municipal Entities and Electric Cooperative Entities that opt-in to Customer Choice must install IDR meters at all Premises subject to the IDR Requirement for metering prior to the effective date of their participation in the testing and integration requirements of ERCOT systems for Customer Choice.

18.7.1.1 Overview


A Time Of Use (TOU) meter is a programmable electronic device capable of measuring and recording electric energy in pre-specified time periods.  For Load Profiling purposes this definition does not include IDRs.  For additional information regarding TOU, reference the Load Profiling Guides.
The ERCOT Data Aggregation and Settlement systems must be able to collect and handle TOU meter data.  The profiling of premises participating in TOU programs requires TOU meter reads so that consumption can be distributed within the appropriate time periods.

18.7.1.2 Methodology For Load Profiling of Time Of Use (TOU)

The selected technique for generating profiles for TOU Premises is described as follows:

(1) Each TOU Premise is assigned to a standard Load Profile Type (e.g., residential, commercial, etc.).

(2) Upon agreement between the CR and TDSP, a Time-of-Use Schedule (TOUS) is submitted by the TDSP to ERCOT, which identifies the TOU period associated with each Settlement Interval.  The number of TOU periods is determined by the number of periods for which the meter will capture kWh.  These periods may include on-peak, off-peak, and shoulder periods.  The DAS shall collect and maintain the attributes of the TOUS (e.g. start and stop time, day of the week, season, etc.).

(3) Competitive Retailers shall communicate to TDSPs their ESI IDs associated with the proper TOUS. 

(4) The TDSP shall communicate all TOUSs to ERCOT so that proper TOUS identification for each Premise will occur in the ERCOT central database.

(5) ERCOT shall use the standard Load Profile assigned to each TOU Premise and scale the energy for each TOU period in the Load Profile so that it is equal to the metered energy (kWh) for the TOU period.

(6) TOU Load Profiling will not use TOU demand values.

18.7.1.4 Availability of TOU Schedules 

The availability of TOUS will be dependent on the following:

(1) For TDSP service territories with TOU tariffs in effect prior to December 31, 2000, all Competitive Retailers will be able to offer the TOUS associated with those tariffs.

(2) Within every TDSP service territory, additional TOUS shall be implemented if approved by the PUCT.  The implementation of any new or modified TOUS would be subject to the ERCOT and Texas SET change control process.

(3) 
18.7.2.2.1 Sample Design for the Representative IDR Profile

All samples, intended for use in developing DLC RIDR profiles, shall comply with the following rules:

Samples should be selected from the active DLC program population, in a statistically random fashion.

The final installed sample size shall be augmented from the original sample size to include a 10% over-sampling margin.

The original sample size shall be determined to achieve and maintain a minimum 90% confidence level, and a minimum (10% accuracy, through each of the twelve (12) calendar months, and regardless of the selected sampling variable (e.g., monthly kWh, monthly peak kW).

The Sample Design shall be fully documented and made available to ERCOT, the appropriate ERCOT TAC subcommittee, and the PUCT, when requested.

The Sample Design, selection and maintenance shall adhere to the most recently published AEIC Load Research Manual.

The data processing, validation, editing, and estimation shall be performed according to Section 10.11, Validation, Editing and Estimating of Meter Data, of these Protocols.

All installed sample IDRs shall meet or exceed the ERCOT minimum specifications for IDR metering.

The sample statistical validity shall be verified every calendar year, and deficiencies shall be corrected as soon as practicable.
The anonymity of the DLC sample sites shall be maintained by all parties.
18.7.2.2.2 Roles and Responsibilities of Market Participants

The proper implementation of the RIDR methodology requires ERCOT, Competitive Retailers, TDSPs and their respective third party agents to adhere to the responsibilities in Section 18.7.2.2, Market Open Methodology.

Furthermore, ERCOT, TDSPs and their third party agents are the only Entities that shall know the location or identity of the RIDR sample sites.

18.7.2.2.3 ERCOT DLC Responsibilities 

ERCOT is responsible for evaluating and approving all requests for Profile development of DLC programs.  The request shall include information necessary to validate the Sample Design and verify the installation of both DLC devices and communication equipment.

ERCOT shall maintain the database used to identify the population of ESI IDs participating in all DLC programs.  Furthermore, ERCOT shall facilitate the registration of DLC programs in the Data Aggregation System.

ERCOT or its designated third party agent is responsible for all Sample Design, implementation, monitoring, and validation of DLC program load research samples. ERCOT shall adhere to AEIC load research practices in maintaining the statistical validity of the sample.

ERCOT may contract with a third party agent, selected in cooperation with the CR, to install the required number of sample IDRs, when installation of IDR metering service becomes competitive.
ERCOT may contract with a third party agent, selected in cooperation with the CR, to collect and validate the sample data, in accordance to AEIC load research practices, and in accordance with Section 10.11, Validation, Editing and Estimation of Meter Data, when collection and validation of IDR data metering service becomes competitive.

ERCOT shall arrange to redeploy to an alternate location, within the DLC population, any sample IDR installed on a Premise that is no longer served by the initial Competitive Retailer, or on a Premise that no longer participates in the Competitive Retailer’s DLC program.  ERCOT shall ensure that the redeployment of such sample points occurs within two (2) meter read cycles of the Customer switch date.

When ERCOT has contracted with a third party agent to collect and provide sample IDR data, that agent shall validate, edit, and estimate the sample meter data in accordance with Section 10.11, Validation Editing and Estimation of Meter Data, and transfer such data to ERCOT in an ERCOT-specified format and schedule.

The ERCOT profiling sub-system shall use the proper RIDR when profiling Premises participating in a DLC program, during the settlement process.  When actual RIDR data is not available for settlements, the DLC Program Settlement methodology as described in the Load Profiling Guides (LPG), shall be employed.

If the sample IDR data does not meet the data quality and availability standards, as detailed in the LPG, ERCOT shall provide a Settlement exception report, for Final and subsequent Settlements, to the respective CR hosting the DLC program.

ERCOT or its designated third party agent shall verify on a routine basis that the RIDR sample reflects the actual success/failure rate of the control devices in the DLC program population.

ERCOT or its designated third party agent shall verify on a routine basis that the RIDR sample reflects the actual success/failure rate of the communication equipment in the DLC program population.

ERCOT shall review existing DLC samples for compliance with the rules detailed in this Section.  ERCOT may require adjustments to existing samples to meet these Protocols.

18.7.2.2.5 TDSP DLC Responsibilities 


Each TDSP, or its designated third party agent, shall install the required number of sample IDRs as determined by ERCOT, and shall maintain anonymity of the DLC sample sites.

Each TDSP, or its designated third party agent, is responsible for collecting, validating, editing, and estimating the sample meter data, in accordance to AEIC load research practices, and in accordance with Section 10.11, Validation, Editing and Estimating of Meter Data.

Each TDSP, or its designated third party agent, shall provide validated, edited and estimated interval data to ERCOT for each sample IDR within its territory, and transfer such data to ERCOT in an ERCOT-specified format and schedule.
Each TDSP upon ERCOT request must provide  to ERCOT the raw sample interval data for any DLC program offered within its territory.



469PRR ERCOT Comments 1021031.doc
Page 6 of 9

