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	Comments


Calpine fully appreciates the need to perform timely, thorough, and focused post mortem analysis of abnormal system events.  We also understand the concerns that have developed as a result of the continued reliance on legacy processes from the fully regulated wholesale market, processes such as the ROS PDC’s analysis of system upsets using comprehensive datasets acquired from competing Market Participants.  These types of studies are problematic since they can be performed by commercial personnel from competing entities.  Although confidentiality agreements may be executed that would cover the release of competitive information gained during the study, there are no safeguards to ensure that a study participant will not take immediate and unilateral action to exploit the competitive information acquired to perform the study.

The preferable way to conduct system studies would be for ERCOT staff to conduct them, however ERCOT’s staff development has not yet reached the point where all system studies can be performed exclusively by ERCOT personnel.  Until this more appropriate arrangement can be reached we must continue to ensure that safeguards remain in place to maintain the market’s competitive environment and protect against the possible development of predatory practices.  This can only be done by limiting the number of business data points that are made part of mandatory disclosure.

Calpine recommends the following edits:

1.3.6 Exceptions 

Receiving Party may, without violating this Subsection 1.3, Confidentiality, disclose certain Protected Information:

(9) To the members (or their consultants), task forces, and working groups of ERCOT Market Participant committees assigned to perform analysis of system conditions, unusual events, and system performance, provided that Ancillary Service Bid prices  or other competitively sensitive price or cost informationshall not be disclosed and further provided that the data recipients execute a confidentiality agreement with requirements substantially similar to those in Section 1.3, Confidentiality.  Data to be disclosed under this exception shall be limited to clearly defined  periods surrounding the relevant conditions, events, or performance under review and will be limited in scope to information pertinent to the condition or events under review and may include the following:
(a) QSE base schedules;
(b) QSE AS awards and deployments, in aggregate and by type of Resource;
(c) Resource facility availability status, including the status of switching devices, auxiliary loads, and mechanical systems which had a material impact on Resource facility availability or adverse impact on the transmission system operation;
(d) Individual Resource information including , real power output, reactive output, , and maximum/minimum generating capability;
(e) Resource control mode and event pertinent protective device settings and status;
(f) QSE SCE and its components, including governor response,  bias, and droop setting;
(g) Load Imbalance;
(h) Data from Resource Plans; and,
(i) Resource Outage schedule information. 
Such information shall not be disclosed to other Market Participants prior to ten (10) days following the date/s under review.
(10) To the media and general public, limited to release of general observations regarding system conditions existing immediately prior to the significant disturbance and immediately following such event. Interpretations of information or conclusions regarding the cause or causes for such event shall only be shared upon agreement by a plurality of the group conducting the review and in no case shall it release names of entities involved in the event or disclose information which would indirectly disclose such entities names and locations of Resources whose status is affected by significant disturbances to the ERCOT System, during and immediately after such events.
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