ERCOT Board Action


	PRR Number
	446PRR
	PRR Title
	Disclosure of OOMC Deployments

	Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information

6.5.10, Out-of-Merit Capacity and Out-of-Merit Energy Services

	Effective Date
	Upon ERCOT staffing for manual workaround or system implementation

	Priority & Rank Assigned
	Priority 1.3; Rank 7

	Summary of Impact Analysis
	Impacts ERCOT staffing and ERCOT computer systems.

	Revision Description
	Provides for disclosure on the second Business Day following each Operating Day of the number of units receiving OOMC Dispatch Instructions for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone, and the number of total MW of OOMC Dispatch Instructions for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone.  On the 30th day following the Operating Day, this PRR provides for posting information on each unit receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction, the intervals for which the instruction was received, and the Low Sustainable Limit for each interval for each unit receiving such instruction.

	Benefit
	Provides more transparency to OOMC deployments.   

	PRS Recommendation
	PRS recommends approval of PRR446 as amended by Austin Energy comments and PRS.

	TAC Recommendation
	TAC recommends approval of PRR446 as recommended by PRS.

	Board Action
	Board approved PRR446 as recommended by TAC.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.3.1.1  Items Considered Protected Information 

“Protected Information” is information containing or revealing: 

(1) Schedule Control Error, as calculated by ERCOT, identified to a specific QSE, with the exception of real-time SCE data that may be viewable on-site at ERCOT facilities;

(2) Bids or pricing information identifiable to a specific QSE, except as provided in 1.3.3(2)(b);

(3) Status of Resources including but not limited to outages or limitations or scheduled or metered Resource data;

(4) Resource Plans;

(5) Energy and Ancillary Service Schedules identifiable to a specific QSE;

(6) ERCOT Dispatch Instructions identifiable to a specific QSE, except for OOMC deployments as provided in 6.5.10(8);
(7) Raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy) identifiable to a specific QSE;

(8) Settlement Statements identifiable to a specific QSE;

(9) Aggregated raw and Adjusted Metered Load data (demand and energy), and number of ESI-IDs identifiable to a specific LSE;

(10) Information related to generation interconnection requests, to the extent such information is not otherwise publicly available;

(11) Resource specific costs, design and engineering data, with the exception of data provided pursuant to Subsection 1.3.1.2, Items Not Considered Protected Information;

(12) TCR ownership, credit limits or bidding information identifiable to a specific TCR Account Holder;

(13) Renewable Energy Credit account balances;

(14) Credit Limits identifiable to a specific QSE;

(15) Any information not submitted to or collected by ERCOT pursuant to requirements of the Protocols or Operating Guides that is designated as Protected Information in writing by Disclosing Party at the time the information is provided to Receiving Party except for information provided to ERCOT in support of an RMR application according to Protocols Subsection 6.5.9, Reliability Must-Run Service;

(16) Any Proprietary Customer Information unless the Customer has authorized the release for public disclosure of such information in a manner approved by the PUCT;

(17) Any software, products of software or other vendor information that ERCOT is required to keep confidential under its agreements;

(18) QSE and TO backup plans collected by ERCOT in compliance with the Protocols or Operating Guides; and,

(19) DC Tie information provided to TDSPs pursuant to Section 9.8.2, DC Tie Schedule Information.

6.5.10 Out-Of-Merit Capacity and Out- of-Merit Energy Services

(1) ERCOT will use OOMC and OOME Services to procure additional capacity and energy required to provide reliable ERCOT System operation, as determined by ERCOT. 

(2) Any Generation Resource or Load acting as a Resource may be called upon by ERCOT to provide OOMC or OOME Service, in any time frame that the Resource or Load is listed as available in the Resource Plan.

(3) For combined cycle plants, or other plants that involve tandem operation of units, a Generation Entity may request ERCOT approval to treat the plant at which these units are located as an Aggregated Unit.

(4) OOMC is used by ERCOT only when necessary to provide ERCOT System security and capacity adequacy. ERCOT will call on OOMC and OOME Service in such a way as to minimize the use of these services as much as practicable.

(5) OOME will be settled in accordance with Balancing Energy settlement provisions in Section 6.8.2.2, Energy Payments. 

(6) Bids from Loads acting as Resources may also be used by ERCOT under the OOME instructions and pricing structure.

(7) The QSE associated with the Generation Resource or Load acting as a Resource that receives a Dispatch Instruction to provide OOMC and/or OOME Service(s) must use all commercially reasonable efforts to provide the requested service(s).  If the QSE declines the Dispatch Instruction according to provisions of Section 5.4.4, Compliance with Dispatch Instructions, to provide OOMC and/or OOME Service(s), ERCOT will post such declines on the MIS.

(8) In the event that OOMC is ordered to sustain reliable ERCOT System operation, the QSE must bid into the Balancing Energy Up and Down market quantities which sum greater or equal to the High Sustainable Limit (if unavailable, the High Operating Limit) minus the Low Sustainable Limit (if unavailable, the Low Operating Limit) of the unit receiving the OOMC instruction, in the zone of the OOMC unit.  On the second Business Day after each Operating Day, ERCOT will post on the MIS, for such Operating Day, (1) the number of units receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone, and (2) the number of total MW of OOMC Dispatch Instructions for each interval, aggregated by Congestion Zone.  On the 30th day following the Operating Day, ERCOT will post on the MIS, for such Operating Day, (1) each unit receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction, (2) intervals for which a unit received an OOMC Dispatch Instruction; and (3) the Low Sustainable Limit for each interval for each unit receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction.
	PRR Evaluation

	Non-ERCOT Market Comparison
	No Comparison conducted.

	

	Comments Author
	Comments Summary

	Austin Energy
	Revised language.

	TXU Energy
	Modified language.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Dreyfus

	E-mail Address
	Mark.dreyfus@austinenergy.com

	Company
	Austin Energy

	Company Address
	721 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX 78704

	Phone Number
	512.322.6544

	Fax Number
	

	


	Sponsor's Revision Description
	Provides for disclosure on the date of Initial Settlement, but no sooner than day 14, of each unit receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction, intervals for which the instruction was received, intervals for which and quantity of energy deployed by ERCOT from units receiving an OOMC Dispatch Instruction.

	Sponsor's Reason for Revision
	This change incorporates disclosure language for OOMC deployments that is similar to the existing RMR protocol 6.5.9(12), requiring ERCOT to post information about the use of RMR Units.  The need for this PRR was originally revealed in the Spring of 2003 by a presentation to the RMR Task Force from Ken Ragsdale of ERCOT, which suggested that Market Participants have not had access to important market information concerning OOMC deployments.  More recently, the extraordinary charges for local balancing service suggest that there is a critical need for greater access to certain limited market data.  As OOMC is a “regulated service,” not a “competitive service,” this information should not be included in the list of Protected Information.  The recommended change required ERCOT to post OOMC information similar to the treatment of information about RMR deployments—another regulated service—but with a longer timeline prior to disclosure.

This PRR was previously considered by the TAC and ERCOT Board as part of PRR 371, Minimum Energy OOME when OOMC Issued.  The language presented below was included in PRR371 and approved by TAC for consideration by the ERCOT Board.  At its May 20th meeting, the ERCOT Board removed the disclosure language after hearing concerns raised by Exelon and after it was stated that the PUC Staff would review the issue.  At the July 22nd meeting of the RMR Task Force, PUC Staff indicated that they will not be bringing forward a proposal on OOMC disclosure at this time.  The RMR Task Force agreed to submit a PRR on OOMC disclosure using the disclosure language previously approved by TAC.   
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