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	Comments


As proposed, the suggested revisions submitted under this PRR would add several steps to the Protocol Revision Request (PRR) process but not all of the proposed provisions would provide significant improvement.  For example, the imposition of a 10-day review period prior to PRS consideration and the limitations on the PRS and the TAC to shepherd a PRR designated as Urgent by PRS through the approval process constrain the flexibility inherent in the intent of the “Urgent” process.  ERCOT supports many of the enhancements to Section 21 suggested by the submitter and offers further suggestions below.

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


21.4.3 PRS Review and Action

(1) Any interested ERCOT Member, Market Participant, the PUCT Market Oversight Division, or ERCOT may comment on the PRR.  To receive consideration, comments on those PRRs not designated as “Urgent” must be delivered electronically to the PRS in the designated format provided on the Market Information System at least two (2) Business Days prior to PRS’s scheduled consideration of the PRR;  provided, however, the PRS may waive this requirement.
(2) 
(3) At any time, the submitter of a PRR may notify PRS, TAC, or the Board (as appropriate in the course of the approval process) that the PRR is no longer desired, and the PRS, TAC, or the Board (as appropriate), at its sole discretion, may elect to terminate the consideration of the PRR.  Within two (2) Business Days of such election to terminate, ERCOT shall post a notice to that effect on the Market Information System.

(4) Except as otherwise provided regarding PRRs designated as Urgent, the PRS shall review the PRR within thirty-five (35) days of posting the PRR. Within forty-five (45) days of posting of the PRR, the PRS shall submit a report (“Revision Recommendation Report”) to TAC and post the same to the Market Information System.  The Revision Recommendation Report shall contain the following items:

(a) Identification of submitter;

(b) Submitter’s suggested language, if any, in the PRR;

(c) Alternate language, if any, proposed by the PRS;

(d) Identification of authorship of comments and evaluation of such comments received; 

(e) Comparative evaluation of PRR to other Independent System Operators’ business practices or operating policies;

(f) Proposed effective date(s) of any PRRs; and,
(g) Recommended action (e.g., acceptance, rejection, use of alternate language).

21.5 Urgent Requests

(1) The submitter may request that the PRS designate a PRR as “Urgent” if the submitter reasonably believes that the proposed PRR meets one or more of the following criteria:

(a) failure to rapidly implement the PRR would result in the significant impairment of ERCOT System reliability; or,
(b) failure to rapidly implement the PRR would result in the significant impairment of ERCOT’s market operation or would allow or create the p
(c) otential for significant  harmful economic impacts to Market Participants; or,
(d) the Commission has mandated the change to the Protocols; or, 
(e) the PRR would correct a significant discrepancy between a Settlement formula and a provision of these Protocols.

(2) A submitter requesting Urgent status for a PRR may include a request to accelerate or alter the procedures described herein, as needed (which may include a specific proposed timeline), to seek approval of the PRR to address the urgency of the situation.

(3) Upon receipt of an administratively complete PRR, pursuant to Section 21.4.1, Revision Requests, for which Urgent status is sought, ERCOT shall promptly post the PRR on the ERCOT website and electronically distribute notice of the PRR to the PRS for a vote on Urgent status.  The notice shall include a proposed review schedule, which may deviate from the timelines set forth in Section 21.4.3, PRS Review and Action.  PRS shall have three (3) Business Days notice by electronic mail to vote on the Urgent status and the proposed review schedule.  The PRS may waive this three (3) Business Day voting notice requirement.
(4) A PRR shall be designated Urgent if the PRS determines that such PRR:

(f) 
(a) requires immediate attention due to the implication of any of the criteria noted in 21.5 (1), above; and, 
(b) is of a nature that allows immediate implementation without material negative consequence to the reliability and integrity of the ERCOT System, market operations, Market Participant systems; and,
(c) includes adequate justification supporting the need for Urgent status of the PRR.   Such justification may be presented in the form of examples demonstrating potential threats to reliability or harmful market impacts, or documentation of market operational analysis, or Market Participant impact analysis.
(5) For PRRs designated as Urgent by PRS, ERCOT shall work with the PRS Chair to set up e-mail voting, meetings, and conference calls, as needed, for consideration of the PRR in accordance with the approved review schedule. 
(6) If the PRS fails to designate a PRR as Urgent, the PRR submitter may appeal to the TAC, which may grant Urgent status and approve a review schedule.  If the TAC fails to designate a PRR as Urgent (on appeal from PRS), the PRR submitter may appeal to the Board, which may grant Urgent status and approve a review schedule.  

(7) If the PRS recommends approval of a PRR that has been designated Urgent, ERCOT shall promptly submit the PRR to the TAC for action in accordance with the PRS recommendation and approved review schedule.  ERCOT shall work with the TAC Chair to request action from the TAC and the Board to accelerate or alter the procedures described herein, and the TAC and the Board may accelerate or alter such procedures, as needed, to seek TAC and Board approval of the Urgent PRR to address the urgency of the situation.  The TAC shall have a minimum of three (3) Business Days notice to vote on approval of the Urgent PRR.  The TAC may waive this three (3) Business Day voting notice requirement.  The Board shall have a minimum of three (3) Business Days notice to vote on approval of the Urgent PRR.  The Board may waive this three (3) Business Days notice to vote on approval of the Urgent PRR.
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