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	Comments


Given comments previously submitted by CenterPoint and AEP, TEAM submits the following comments regarding PRR437.

TEAM and its members disagree with both AEP's and CenterPoint's points suggesting of delaying this PRR and any efforts to extend the timeframe outlined by this PRR.

Team agrees with TCE's points regarding discussions at the RMS Transaction Improvement Task Force, in that the Task Force would not address Protocol Section 15.3, since the issue of TDSP delivery of 867_03 meter reads was being addressed by TX Set, RMS and PRR437 which been approved by RMS for submission to PRS.  

TEAM also feels that it is important to point out that at the RMS meeting which sent this PRR to PRS, that the Texas deregulated energy market through their respective representatives debated and submitted the language that is presented in this PRR.  Additionally it must be recognized that the Texas deregulated energy market at RMS spoke in favor of this PRR and its current language by a 2 to 1 vote (June 2003 RMS Voting Results 4.8 to 2.8; see roll call voting results for RMS).  TEAM would argue that the RMS vote in itself mandates that the language remain as submitted since it represents the very essence of the Texas Retail Market and the majority of the Market Participant's position on this topic.

TEAM also agrees with TCE's point that three (3) days provides the TDSP adequate time to review any internal validation issues.  

TEAM adamantly disagrees with CenterPoint that delays in billing prior to deregulation beyond what was allowed in the tariffs or Customer rules of service was normal and perceived as acceptable operating procedures.   Anyone from the industry knows that a utility company operated on a strict meter reading and billing schedule and that all efforts were and are made to correct errors and validation checks in order to keep instances of estimations low and to keep from missing the bill window.  This procedure and process is still in place and the time frame in this PRR was driven by the same parties through earlier discussions in TX Set, RMS Transaction Improvement Task Force, RMS and their continuing application of meter reading and billing window schedules now posted for the market to use.   

Any additions of days or variances to this protocol as suggested by CenterPoint, will:

· Lead to delays in consumer billing, 

· Lead to and create inappropriate numbers of estimates and / or cancel / rebills to the market and consumer,

· Place the market in jeopardy of failing to meet market rules as outlined in Chapter 25 pertaining to Customer billing, 

· Result in cash flow impacts among the Market Participants that will lead to additional cost overhead to the market and consumer.
The driver for this protocol is the constant delay in the delivering of meter reads to the Texas market, to both Competitive Retailers and ERCOT.  Even under the mandates of protocol 10, deliveries of meter reads continue to be delayed.  

The members of TEAM oppose any suggestion or recommendation to extend the timeframe of this PRR or any allowances to permit delay as suggested by the CenterPoint comments. 

TEAM and its members continue to support PRR437 as approved by RMS and submitted to PRS.
TEAM
Page 1
7/23/2003

