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	PRR Number
	428PRR
	PRR Title
	RMR Scheduling Clarifications

	Impact Analysis Date
	October 8, 2003

	Cost/Budgetary Impact
	Contingent on the results of current ERCOT testing- see Computer System Impacts section for detail.

	Estimated Project Time Requirements
	Upon system implementation (depending on testing results- see Computer System Impacts).

	ERCOT Staffing Impacts (across all areas)
	No significant increase in staff efforts (the incremental Settlement procedures would be captured as part of the additional staff proposed in PRR427).

	ERCOT Computer System Impacts
	Responding to the passage of PRR396, part of which introduces Responsibility Transfer of RMR units from QSE to ERCOT, ERCOT is currently in the early stages of testing Responsibility Transfer from a QSE to ERCOT.  As ERCOT has only tested Responsibility Transfers from QSE-to-QSE, this current testing will identify any prospective issues to be resolved in the systems to proceed forward with implementation.  If the technical issues are significant and require a development project, ERCOT has already established an RMR scheduling project to become part of the EMMS 4.x release.

A more substantial system change may be required for the Market Operations System if the proposed protocols revision requires the SCE calculations to utilize the indicative schedule in the event of a lost dynamic power signal (as proposed in 4.9.4.3(5)).  In the current Protocols, section 4.9.4.2- Principles for Responsibility Transfer calls for using “the last good value received” if signal is lost, which is contrary to the proposal to use the “indicative schedule” (see Alternative section below). 



	ERCOT Business Function Impacts
	ERCOT Settlements will add new procedures for the monitoring and verification of QSE-ERCOT Responsibility Transfer RMR charges.  



	Operating Practice Impacts
	ERCOT Operations procedures will be implemented with current staff, but Operations will need to train the operators to ensure proper monitoring across the shifts for RMR signaling changes.




	Alternatives for a More Efficient Implementation (include explanation of impacts)

	For clarification and to ensure no confusion between the mechanics of scheduling Responsibility Transfers and Dynamic Schedules, the following changes clarify this PRR with respect to treatment as a Responsibility Transfer:

4.5.11.3.1 Static Scheduling of Energy from RMR Resources

As soon as practical after being provided the Delivery Plan the RMR QSE shall update its Resource Plan and Balanced Schedule with ERCOT to reflect energy being scheduled from RMR Units.   The Supply in the indicative schedule shall include energy scheduled from RMR Units by Congestion Zone and the Obligation in the indicative schedule shall include a QSE to ERCOT schedule by Congestion Zone.  

4.5.11.3.2 Responsibility Transfer Scheduling of Energy from RMR Resources

As soon as practical after being provided the Delivery Plan the QSE shall update its Resource Plan and Balanced Schedule with ERCOT to provide an indicative schedule reflecting energy being scheduled from RMR Units.   The Supply in the indicative  schedule shall include energy scheduled from RMR Units by Congestion Zone and the Obligation in the indicative  schedule shall include a QSE to ERCOT schedule by Congestion Zone.  These indicative schedules shall be offset with the Controlling Entity’s real time signal provided under the Responsibility Transfer outlined in section 4.9.4.3.
The next change is proposed to maintain consistency with other protocol sections and to minimize system changes.  ERCOT could better implement this solution under the condition of a lost dynamic power signal (Section 4.9.4.3(5)), if ERCOT could maintain consistency in the handling of Responsibility Transfers.   If the PRR is modified in 4.9.4.3(5) to use the last good value received, there is no system change.  If the requirement for using indicative schedule is maintained, ERCOT will need to provide system changes and may recommend the changes for all Responsibility Transfers to maintain consistency.  The proposed change is as follows:

(5)
If the signal from the CE is lost, ERCOT will use the last good value received from the CE until the CE manually replaces the value, or the signal is restored.



	


	Evaluation of Interim Solutions (e.g., manual workarounds)

	None required.


	Comments

	It is noted that this PRR relieves the RMR units from Resource Imbalance costs if generation is less than scheduled.
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