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LRS Market Meeting Minutes
April 28, 2004

MEETING ATTENDEES:




VIA PHONE:

Raj Chudgar – ERCOT




Jim Purdue - CenterPoint
Carl Raish – ERCOT





Brad Boles – Cirro Energy
Bill Boswell – ERCOT





Tony Thompson - TNMP
Bruce Limke - AEP





Bob Laningham - Oncor
Vance Hall - MeterSmart 




James Bruce – Oncor       



John Taylor – Entergy





Ernie Podraza – Reliant Energy








Avis Bonner – CenterPoint









Theresa Debose - CenterPoint

** DENOTES ACTION ITEMS FROM MEETING
AGENDA

Antitrust Admonition

Roll Call and Meeting Expectations

Meeting Minutes

Updated Project Timeline

TDSP Business Topics, Sample Selection and Installation, TDSP.CSV Demo

Use Cases
CR Business and IT Topics, Replacement IDR Data, CR.CSV
Additional topics, Pilot Readiness and Follow-ups
MINUTES

Minutes for the LRS Project Conference Call on 04/12/04

The minutes were accepted with no comments and will be posted on the LRS Project page.

Antitrust Guidelines
Raj reviewed the antitrust guidelines.
Project Timeline

Raj reviewed the Project Timeline.  The Pilot is tentatively scheduled to start the first week of June 2004.  The next LRS Project conference call is scheduled for May 12, 2004 followed by the Market Meeting on May 26, 2004.

TDSP Business Topics

Sample Selection
Carl reviewed the sample selection that was sent to the TDSP’s this week.  ONCOR’s sample point total will be approximately 300 more than is stated on the slide due to overlap with their existing sample point population. There was discussion on the replacement rules and the replacement status of outliers.
** Load Profiling will double-check the de-energized status and ESI-ID validity of outliers in the replacement lists.
(This has been done: the same query was used to pull usage records for the outlier ESIIDs, so the de-enegized status was re-checked for outliers prior to replacing them in our population file … CLR)

Sample Point Installation
Carl and Raj reviewed the sample point installation process and the TDSP.CSV file format. The TDSP’s noted that text fields with numeric characters are converted to scientific notation when EXCEL opens a file in CSV format making it very difficult to manipulate the files with EXCEL. This problem can be solved by sending the files with a TXT extension or importing the file into EXCEL and specifying how the field is to be treated.
Later in the meeting consensus was arrived at to continue using .csv.  The recommended solution is to open EXCEL first, then click on the “data” drop-down menu, select “import external data” and “import data”.  Then specify the path to the file in question and click on “open” ; make sure the “delimited” option is selected; click “next” ; select the comma delimiter; click “next” ; highlight the ESIID (fourth) column; select “text”; click on “finish” and then “OK”  The ESIID should now be treated as a text field with the entire set of digits visible.
** As they begin IDR installation, the TDSP’s were requested to send their files to Bill Boswell at bboswell@ercot.com until the FTP Replacement server is available.

Use Case Review
Bill Boswell presented a review of the LRS Use Cases using the swim lane diagrams. There were suggestions to include 2 additional Use Cases: (1) Functional Validation by TDSP/LPG and 

(2) Sample Point Replacement.

** Bill Boswell will investigate adding the Functional Validation by TDSP/LPG and 

Sample Point Replacement Use Cases.
It was noted the Sample Management DB schema was garbled in the PPT presentation file.
** Bill Boswell will resend the Sample Management DB schema to the LRS Exploder List.
The strata with 100% sampling will be sent to the CR’s as aggregated data.  Carl asked if this is overly cautious and welcomed any alternative suggestions. 
** CRs with concerns or alternative suggestions will get with ERCOT and possibly PUC staff to discuss this issue.
** ERCOT will post the Use Case document and Swim Lanes to the LRS Web page.
CR Business and IT Topics
CR Handshake Testing Update
Raj reported the CR handshake testing was going well with 12 of 14 CR’s having completed the tests. (one CR withdrew from the project and one is still outstanding.)
Replacement IDR Data
Raj and Carl reviewed the IDR interval data file replacement process. The CR’s will not be receiving a notification as to whether a file is an original or a replacement.  It is recommended the CR’s leave the replacement field ON in LodeStar or use an update function with a database.  ERCOT will send an email notification if the normal replacement process is insufficient to replace multiple cuts with a single cut.

CR.CSV File Format

Raj review the CR.CSV file format and several examples. The CR.CSV file is an extract-like format that can be used as a simpler alternative to the .LSE format.  Ernie requested the date format (in Column B) be formatted as ccyymmdd so the records would properly sort.  Raj responded that ERCOT could provide the requested format.

A request was made to add a DST flag in Column C or valid intervals per day (i.e. 92, 96,100.).  The CR’s agreed a numeric DST flag is preferred.
**ERCOT will change the date format to ccyymmdd as requested.
**ERCOT will investigate adding a DST flag to the CR.CSV data records.
Additional topics, Pilot Readiness and Follow-ups
Brad suggested the CR’s need documentation on how the interval data, control and environment files are formed and how they can be used.
** ERCOT will create the requested documentation and post to the LRS Web page.
The Pilot is scheduled to begin the first week of June.  Raj reviewed the responsibilities of ERCOT, TDSP’s and CR’s for the Pilot.

Follow-Up’s

** ERCOT will develop a Recorder ID naming convention for aggregated IDR data files.
** Bill Boswell will distribute the contact list.  Please make updates to primary contact name, phone number, back-up contact name and phone number.

** ERCOT will post the detailed design documents for the Delivery System and Tracking DB to the LRS Web page.
The next LRS Project phone confernce is scheduled for 05/12/2004 followed by a market meeting on 05/26/2004 at the ERCOT Met Center offices, Room 209.
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