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5.1.1 Introduction

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) power system consists of those generation and Transmission Facilities (60 kV and higher voltages) which are controlled by individual ERCOT Market Participants and which function as part of an integrated and coordinated power supply network.  Each reference in this document to ERCOT Market Participants includes Generation Resources (GRs), Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs), Competitive Retailers (CRs), Transmission/Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs), and other that use the transmission system.

In order to maintain reliable operation of the ERCOT power system, it is necessary that all ERCOT Market Participants observe and subscribe to certain minimum planning criteria. The criteria set forth herein, combined with the NERC Planning Standards, constitute these minimum-planning criteria. Tests outlined herein shall be performed to determine conformance to these minimum criteria; however, because ERCOT recognizes that events more severe than those outlined in these criteria could cause separation, other tests may also be performed if necessary for information purposes.

The complexity and uncertainty inherent in the planning and operation of the ERCOT power system make exhaustive testing impracticable; therefore, to gain maximum benefit from the limited number of tests which are performed, the selection of the specific tests and the frequency of their performance will be made solely upon the basis of the expected value of the reliability information obtainable from the test.

It is the responsibility of each ERCOT TDSP to perform tests appropriate to ensure the reliability of its own Transmission Facilities, and to recommend for further study by the ERCOT System planning function (SPF) or the ERCOT Reliability Operations Subcommittee (ROS) tests, which examine effects of importance to multiple ERCOT TDSPs or the ERCOT power system.  Upon consideration of such recommendations, the ERCOT SPF and the ERCOT ROS shall coordinate the performance of tests as necessary to assess the reliability of the planned ERCOT power system.

The ERCOT SPF in cooperation with the ERCOT Compliance Office will review the ERCOT Planning Criteria every three years to ensure it meets the requirements in the NERC Planning Standards.  The ERCOT SPF in cooperation with the ERCOT Compliance Office will periodically review the planning criteria, procedures, and practices of individual ERCOT TDSPs to insure consistency with NERC and ERCOT criteria.
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