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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	Impacts discussed in comments below.
	
	None

	MARKET SEGMENT                      
	
	
	

	Consumer
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	LSE:
CR & REP
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	QSE
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	Resource
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.

	TDSP
	Not known.
	Not known.
	Not known.


	Comments


ERCOT believes that this PRR was generated by an isolated case.  The chances of a re-occurrence are slim.   In general, most generation redundant interconnections are fed from two (2) separate substations.   The removal of both substations simultaneously would not be a normal action of a TSP. 

There are fewer than ten (10) Generators in ERCOT that have redundant feeds from a single substation.  These generators are subject to loss of redundant interconnections when a buss outage is scheduled.  ERCOT would only approve outages of this type after all other possibilities were exhausted.

Since generators can be damaged by a complete loss of station service, most generators have dual capability for station service that is supplied by a distribution supplier or an on-site standby generator.  

An interconnection agreement between the TSP and the Resource Entity is an ERCOT requirement.  Statements made in PRR503 may be in direct conflict with existing interconnection agreements that exist between the Resource and TSP.

ERCOT recommends retaining existing Protocol language.

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


8.2.4
Management of Transmission Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages

In the event of a Forced Outage, the Resource Entity or TSP may remove the affected equipment from service immediately and must immediately notify ERCOT of its action.  Forced Outages may require ERCOT to review and/or withdraw approval of previously approved or accepted, as applicable Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage schedules to ensure reliability.

For Maintenance Outages, the Resource Entity or TSP shall notify ERCOT of any Resource or Transmission Facility Maintenance Outage according to the Maintenance Outage Levels defined in Section 2, Definitions and Acronyms.  ERCOT will coordinate the removal of Facilities from service within the defined timeframes as specified by the TSP or Resource Entity in its Notification to ERCOT.

ERCOT may require supporting information describing Forced Outages and Maintenance Outages.  ERCOT may reconsider and withdraw approvals of other previously approved Transmission or Reliability Resource Outages as a result of Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages, if necessary, in ERCOT’s determination to protect system reliability.  When ERCOT accepts a Maintenance Outage, ERCOT shall coordinate timing of the appropriate course of action as specified in Sections 8.3.8 and Sections 8.4.1.

Removal of Resource or Transmission Facilities from service under Maintenance Outages shall be coordinated with ERCOT.  To minimize harmful impacts to the system in urgent situations, the equipment may be removed immediately from service, provided Notice is given immediately, by the Resource Entity or TSP, to ERCOT of such action.
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