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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	
	
	

	MARKET SEGMENT
	
	
	

	Consumer
	
	
	

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	
	
	

	LSE:
CR & REP
	
	
	

	QSE
	
	
	

	Resource
	
	
	

	TDSP
	The costs associated with this proposal would shift the burden on the TSPs and other Market Participants within ERCOT that would pick up certain cost responsibilities of the Resource Entity that has not provided for station service through a delivery point other than their generation points of interconnection.  TSPs and DSPs infrastructures may require redesign and additional expenses to other rate payers to accommodate interconnected Resource Entities that lack adequate backup power supply.  Adding backup station service to certain locations were facilities are limited, such as, but not limited to, wind plants in West Texas, would prove to be a costly endeavor
	
	


	Comments


TSPs should not be held liable for Resource Entity expenses associated with maintenance activities that are necessary to properly maintain the TSP’s system.  Without proper maintenance, transmission facilities may require extended forced outages, which could be detrimental to Resource capabilities and ERCOT in general.  Associating Resource Entity costs with the maintenance of TSP facilities could be a disincentive for the TSPs and lead to a less reliable system with more forced outages because of a deferral of maintenance activities.

Resource entities were given open access to the transmission grid to accommodate the deregulated market.  The Resource Entity had the option at its time of interconnection request to the grid to take station service through the same points of interconnection that it generates or put in a separate stand-alone station service connection from another source point.   Resource entities that opted to take station service through the same physical connections as they generate should not have the costs for their station service supplied by others when they could have designed in their own separate connection.  
In such cases where the maintenance of interconnection facilities may cause a Resource outage, transmission projects with ERCOT and PUC backing may be required to mitigate the issue.  Currently, TSPs are very sensitive to outages of this nature.  Approaching the issue in this manner would be much more effective for all parties concerned.  
Station service issues should remain at a local level between the Resource Entity and the DSP or TSP where applicable.  The Protocols should not be changed to put the financial responsibility of providing alternate station service on the TSP or DSP.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


8.2.4
Management of Transmission Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages

In the event of a Forced Outage, the Resource Entity or TSP may remove the affected equipment from service immediately and must immediately notify ERCOT of its action.  Forced Outages may require ERCOT to review and/or withdraw approval of previously approved or accepted, as applicable Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage schedules to ensure reliability.

For Maintenance Outages, the Resource Entity or TSP shall notify ERCOT of any Resource or Transmission Facility Maintenance Outage according to the Maintenance Outage Levels defined in Section 2, Definitions and Acronyms.  ERCOT will coordinate the removal of Facilities from service within the defined timeframes as specified by the TSP or Resource Entity in its Notification to ERCOT.

ERCOT may require supporting information describing Forced Outages and Maintenance Outages.  ERCOT may reconsider and withdraw approvals of other previously approved Transmission or Reliability Resource Outages as a result of Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages, if necessary, in ERCOT’s determination to protect system reliability.  When ERCOT accepts a Maintenance Outage, ERCOT shall coordinate timing of the appropriate course of action as specified in Sections 8.3.8 and Sections 8.4.1.

TSPs will follow Good Utility Practices when maintaining Facilities where the maintenance of the Transmission Facility may force a Resource Off-line.

Resource Entities that have arranged for redundant interconnection onto the ERCOT Transmission Grid, during the construction and interconnection phase, shall not be exposed to interruption of both interconnections at the same time, without the TSP arranging for station service and ERCOT taking on the responsibility of serving the Resource Entity’s obligations.
Removal of Resource or Transmission Facilities from service under Maintenance Outages shall be coordinated with ERCOT.  To minimize harmful impacts to the system in urgent situations, the equipment may be removed immediately from service, provided Notice is given immediately, by the Resource Entity or TSP, to ERCOT of such action.
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