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	ERCOT/Market Segment Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive PRR consideration, please fill out each block below completely, even if your response is “none,” “not known,” or “not applicable.”  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the PRR.

	
	Impact
	Benefit

	
	Business
	Computer Systems
	

	ERCOT
	More selections
	None
	Additional Black Start Resources to select from

	MARKET SEGMENT
	Potential added competition
	None
	None

	Consumer
	Potential increase in cost 
	None
	Potential better value for the money and faster restoration

	LSE:
General, Including NOIE
	Potential increase in cost
	None
	Potential better value for the money and faster restoration

	LSE:
CR & REP
	Potential increase in cost
	None
	Potential better value for the money and faster restoration

	QSE
	More Resources able to bid
	None
	Faster restoration possible

	Resource
	More Resources able to bid
	None
	Faster restoration possible

	TDSP
	Faster possible restoration
	None
	Faster restoration possible


	Comments


In evaluating this PRR, some questions arise as to the intent of ERCOT.  Should ERCOT see these bids as an alternative to Black Start Resources located inside ERCOT, then there could be some potential savings to the Customer.  However, if ERCOT decides to look at these in addition to Resources inside ERCOT, then there would be an increased cost to the Customer.

The other questions that could arise from this are:

1. Should the area in which the Resource is located have a simultaneous black out with ERCOT, which system would get priority?

2. Can the D.C. Tie operation be precisely controlled to provide the required energy during cold Load pick up?

3. Are there any contract conflicts with the use of the D.C. Ties if the holder(s) of the rights to use the tie(s) are not the same Entity providing Black Start capability?

4. Would ERCOT be required to enter into transmission agreements with the tie holders to guarantee delivery of black start power?

5. Would the Entity outside of ERCOT experience any penalty if the D.C. Ties were forced out?

It would seem in the event of a Black Out in ERCOT that there would be ample volunteers lined up at the gate to provide energy to ERCOT for system restoration.  Perhaps a better answer to this would be to give ERCOT guidance as to when energy from outside ERCOT would be appropriate and how the dollars would be uplifted.  In this manner, the ERCOT Customer would only pay for this service when needed and would not have to bear this cost on a full time basis.

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


 FILENAME 
Page 1 of 2

