COMPLIANCE REPORT TO ROS

Nov. 13, 2003
1) ERCOT Frequency Control Related Issues:  

a. Continuing work with QSEs to review responses to letters of non-Compliance for Regulation measure to identify and correct factors affecting the scores.  Of the 12 providers who participated for more than 10% of the time, 8 passed both 1 and 10 minute measures after adjustments, and another is close.  8 additional QSEs participated less than 10% of the month and half passed both measures.  Compliance will focus efforts on 3 QSEs who are provide regulation during most intervals but are not passing the 10 minute measure, in order to identify internal and external causes, and verify data. 
b. ERCOT-wide CPS-1 monthly one-minute average frequency score increased 125% in October from 116% in September.  (100 is minimum passing, averaged over 12 months.)    Performance during the ramps of 16 hour trading blocks is the major drag on scores; where has discussion and proposals for “shaped product” led?  
c. PRR436 passed the PRS.  It was intended to ease Load participation in the market.  However, this PRR also changes the balancing energy performance criteria to allow all QSEs to generate up to 200% of balancing awards, and gives 3 hours to recall responsive reserve while increasing acceptable performance to 150% of award. ERCOT is attempting to address this and find more acceptable terms for AS performance, by separating Load requirements from generators’. ROS support is requested.
2) Transmission Security Issues:  

a. There were no reported NERC Interconnect Reliability Limit (IRL) violations in October.  
b. ERCOT EMMS is developing a proposal to review transmission security for events below the NERC criteria.   Compliance will work with Operations to develop an initial list of transfers to monitor.
3) Resource Plan Performance Metrics – Work continues on pilot measures of resource plan accuracy.   All hope to more or less finalize the 6 measures by year end.  Compliance is focusing on reviews with individual QSE who appear to have issues with these metrics to identify causes and cures, primarily to test validity of the measures when unique situations are present.  The patience of the QSEPM group and its chair, Larry Gurley, is greatly appreciated.  
4) Generator real and reactive testing –   Collecting Fall real capability tests.    Still lacking many reactive tests; notices for retest of some units will be issued.  Working with Operations and a cooperative QSE on unit reactive limits calculation.  ERCOT is making plans to check AVR mode on units in the next season.    
5) NERC Issues – 

a. NERC has finalized measures for assessment in 2004.  Of particular interest, those TDSPs with Undervoltage Load Shed in the Valley will need to provide an assessment of their systems to perform intended functions by the end of the year.
b. Cyber security standard draft enforcement will start in 2004 and only applies to ERCOT.  
c. Operate Within Limits standard is still likely to go to ballot this year.  Transition from NERC Operating Policies to Standards has not been established, this may provide a test case.  Field test plans are being proposed
d. Larry Grimm will represent ERCOT on the new Compliance & Certification Committee, which reports directly to NERC’s Board.  1st meeting this month.

6) Protocol Compliance – Compliance has prepared a list of measures from the Protocols and Operating Guides applicable to QSEs and TOs.  Assessment details are in draft.  Enforcement plans will include posting of non-compliance.  

7) Investigations – 
a. PRR461 on confidentiality has not passed.  This would clarify that stakeholders working in ROS or its subgroups could view certain protected data to review abnormal events or performance before confidentiality timelines expire.  Status of generators is currently confidential for 6 months.  This needs ROS support. 
b. Compliance is working with AEP and an unspecified QSE on review of August 7th event.  Investigation is focused on local effects.  
c. Compliance gathered information confirming LaaR deployment and performance in the May 15th event and is looking at UFLS relay issues with the SPWG.  More details at the ROS meeting.

8) UFLS survey – there will be no retest in 2003.  3 TDSP’s failed the survey last spring and their responses are being tracked.  Overall, ERCOT had sufficient load in the survey.  May 15th “retest” results will be discussed with SPWG. 
9) Relay Maintenance – Compliance met with PUCT staff on NERC and ERCOT requirements for relay maintenance and misoperation analysis, in response to last spring’s events.   

